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PROCEEDINGS 



OF THE 



NUMISMATIC SOCIETY, 



1836-37. 



GENERAL MEETING. 



December 22d, 1836. 

The FoimatioD of a Numismatic -Society having been 
proposed and resolved on, at preliminary meetings held at 
the residence of Dr. Lee^ College, Doctors' Commons, 
on June 27th, and December 1st, 1836; a Meeting of 
the Friends of Numismatic Science was held in the apart- 
ments of the Royal Astronomical Society, Somerset House, 
on Thursday evening, the 22d of December, 1836. 

Dr. Lee, having been called to the chair, made a few 
observations on the views and intentions of the promoteps 
of the Society which the friends of Numismatic science 
had now assembled to originate. 

These were grounded on the hope of supplying a 
desideratum among the literary and scientific institutions 
of the British metropolis and of Europe. To the present 
period, that important element which universally per- 
vades and connects all other branches of history, from 
the dawn of the authentic Grecian annals, till the age in 
which we live — which is equally fertile in resources to the 
antiquary and the student in modern history, to the chro- 
nologist, the geographer, the mythologist, the painter, 
the sculptor, the philologist, and the general critic — has 
been without a centre of communication, whereby to 



obtain a sufficiency of that exclusive and concentrated 
attention, without which no branch of literature or 
science can flourish. 

The science of medals has, consequently, been more 
neglected in this country than most of its sister branches 
of knowledge. The most important historic illustrations, 
founded on a comparison of coins, and of these with 
other contemporaneous inscriptions, have been habitually 
overlooked by our best scholars. Collectors have been 
without a point of reunion to draw them from the privacy 
of their cabinets, and thereby render their treasures 
known to the republic of antiquaries, and profitable to 
the objects of general inquiry— more particularly that 
relating to the circulating media of nations, which are 
equally represented by the contents of the cabinet and of 
the Mint — equally connected with the past and the present, 
and with the mental and physical necessities of our race. 
Amateurs have been without a centre of communication, 
for the exhibition and inspection of the rare and curious 
specimens of the numismatic art of different ages and 
countries, which are progressively discovered, but which, 
from the want of such a medium, have been too often 
lost to the cause of learning and research. While, it is 
^ftt less certain that many important views and theories 
on miedallic subjects, and the wide range of inquiry with 
which these are connected, in the various departments of 
history, science, and art, have been withheld, or have 
remained undeveloped, from the want of a medium for 
the interchange of ideas, and for the reading of commu- 
nications on such questions. 

While the numismatist has felt his favourite study 
to be debarred from its just rank among the scientific 
pursuits of the age, one of the most fertile sources of 
historical knowledge has been, in a great degree, lost to 
the general inquirer, through the absence of that separate 
provision for the cultivation of this peculiar branch of 
research, which has been awarded to nearly every other. 



In this respect, the numismatist finds himself still in 
the predicament in which the cultivators of astronomy, 
geography, geology, meteorology, zoology, and the whole 
range of the natural sciences, felt themselves situated 
twenty years ago; when the Royal Society — the parent 
of all our institutions — was the common centre of com- 
munication. Each found that, with the accumulating 
data of the times, to obtain the requisite proportion of 
time and attention for his favourite branch of study, in so 
mixed an institution, was impracticable. And hence, 
our representative sections of that institution, in nearly 
all the departments of natural science ; and more parti- 
cularly that noble section, which itself may be almost said 
to represent the Royal Society in its best age, and to 
whose hospitality the embryo Numismatic Society, ori- 
ginating, in several instances, with the founders of the 
former, is beholden for a roof to shelter it. 

History, too, in all its branches, was formerly mingled 
in the same venerable institution ; and in the days of 
Newton, the astronomer and the antiquary met at the 
same table. But, as data accumulated, the science of 
history became jealous of that of nature, and dissatisfied 
with remaining a mere adjunct. The first schism then 
occurred, and the Philosophical Transactions and the 
ArchaBologia were separated. 

Nor was the Society of Antiquaries found sufficient to 
meet the varied and accumulating demands of ancient 
literature and modern discovery ; and the Royal Society 
of Literature grew up to meet the emergency. But,^ 
although either of these institutions is adapted to the cul- 
tivation of numismatic inquiry, as the parent society is to 
that of the several branches of physical science, the same 
objection is in force — the impracticability of obtaining the 
proportion of time and attention, which justice to a topic 
so extensively useful in its bearings on the history of 
ancient and modern times, requires. 

No branch of history or science boasts a greater 
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number of devoted cultivators in this country, than the 
tiumismatic ; yet none has been, hitherto, so isolated, 
from the want of a point of reunion, even among its 
especial cultivators. It can occupy a secondary place 
only among the varied subjects of investigation which 
come before the tvro great historical societies — a place 
equally unsatisfying to the wants of liistory and the 
wishes of numismatists. To meet these wants and 
wishes, and to supply a desideratum which is not only 
British but European, the present institution has, there- 
fore, been originated. 

Numismatics have, it must be admitted, been most 
successfully studied and promoted in the mixed institu- 
tions of our continental neighbours ; but, the same must 
be admitted as regards antiquities, history, and science in 
general ; nearly every department of which has its in- 
corporated representative in our metropolis; forced into 
existence by that classification of energy — that principle 
of division of labour, mental as well as physical, which 
distinguishes the genius of our country — to which our 
great national prosperity, whether political, commercial, 
or professional, is mainly attributable, and under the 
influence of which, multiplied associations become a 
necessary element of British, and — if of British — of 
European society. 

The following resolutions were then moved, and carried 
unanimously: — 

That a Numismatic Society be formed, and that the 
annual subscription be one guinea ; and that it be consi- 
dered to be due on the first of January in each year. 

That the undermentioned gentlemen be requested to 
accept the oflSce of members of the council for conducting 
the affairs of the Society, namely : 

Edward Hawkins, Esq. F.R.S. F.S.A. 
C. F. Barnwell, Esq. F.R.S. F.S.A. 
Captain W. H. Smyth, R.N. F.R.S. F.S.A. &c. 
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Sir Henry Ellis, F.R.S. F.S.A. 

Thomas Buroon, Esq. 

William Wyon, Esq. A.R.A. 

W. D. Haggard, Esq. F.S.A. F.R.A.S. 

That John Lee, Esq. LL.D. F.R.S. &c. be requested 
to accept the office of Treasurer to the Society. 

That J. Y. Akerman, Esq. F.S.A., and Isaac Culli- 
MORE,Esq. M.R.S.L. be requested to undertake the office 
of Secretaries. 

Edward Hawkins, Esq. then moved that Dr. Lee be 
requested to accept the office of President for the year. 
This resolution was carried unanimously. 

It was further moved and resolved, That any gentle- 
man who may be desirous of becoming a member, shall 
signify the same by a letter addressed to one of the Secre- 
taries before the 26th of January next ; and that after 
that period the admission fee be one guinea, and the elec- 
tion be by ballot. 

That each member shall have the privilege of intro- 
ducing one friend at the meetings of the Society. 

That the thanks of the meeting be given to the Royal 
Astronomical Society, for their kindness in permitting the 
use of their apartments. 

That the first ordinary meeting of the Society be held 
on Thursday, the 26th January, 1837. 

Dr. Lee having quitted the chair^ 

It was moved by W. D. Haggard, Esq., and seconded 
by Edwai*d Hawkins, Esq., That the thanks of the meeting 
be given to Dr. Lee for his able conduct in the chair. 

Mr. Hawkins exhibited a bronze medal of Dr. Wise- 
man, by Mr. Scipio Clint, accompanied by a letter from 
that gentleman. 

The Society then adjourned to Thursday, January 26, 
1837, at seven o'clock p.m. 
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ORDINARY MEETINGS. 



January 26M, 1837. 

At the First Ordinary Meeting of the Society, held in the 
apartments of the Royal Astronomical Society, Somerset 
House^ on Thursday evening, the 26th January, 1837, — 

In the absence of the President, Edward Hawkins, 
Esq. was called to the chair, when — 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and 
approved. 

A List of the original members composing the Society, 
and amounting to upwards of one hundred, was read. 

Dr. Lee presented to the Society — 

1 . One copy of a Descriptive Catalogue of a Cabinet 
of large Brass Medals. By Captain W. H. Smyth, 
R.N. &c. 

2. A copy of the same work, small paper. 

3. A copy of ^^ Coins of the Romans relating to Britain." 
By J. Y. Akerman, Esq. 

4. A Half Daler of Charles XII. of Sweden, in copper. 
6. And a five-guinea piece of George II. 

The thanks of the Society were ordered to be returned 
to the donor. 

The Secretary then read a communication from Sir 
Henry Ellis, " On the Popular Error which supposes a 
Farthing of Queen Anne to be of enormous Value." 

The received tradition, which is not confined to the 
lower orders of life, but pervades even those who mix with 
the best society, is, that after three impressions had been 
struck, the die of this farthing flew in pieces ; that two of 
the impressions are known in our cabinets, but that the 
third has been constantly advertised for, almost from the 
days of Queen Anne, without success, and still remains a 
desideratum. At the British Museum scarcely a week 



passes without some officer or other of the institution 
receiving an offer, for the Museum cabinet^ of the pre- 
sumed lost coin, sometimes estimated at the value of 
500/. ; sometimes at 600Z. ; and, on one occasion, as high 
as lOOOZ. The Lords of the Treasury, and even his 
Majesty, have been addressed upon this supposed rare 
coin ; and an example was quoted, in which the error 
of the Queen Anne's Farthing was made a ground of 
serious litigation at the Quarter Sessions of Dublin^ in 
the year 1814, when a person was sentenced to be im- 
prisoned twelve calendar months ; and, afterwards, to 
find sureties, for borrowing and detaining from a friend 
the supposed third farthing. 

The thanks of the Society were ordered to be returned 
to the author of this communication. 

The Society then adjourned to Thursday, the 23d of 
February. 



Thursday, February 23d. 

At the Second Ordinary Meeting of the Society, held in 
the apartments of the Royal Astronomical Society, on 
Thursday evening, the 23d of February, 1837, — 

Dr. Lee, President, in the chair, — 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and con- 
firmed. 

The Treasurer announced to the Meeting, that he had 
opened an account with Messrs. Stone, Martins, and 
Stones ; and that he had received Subscriptions to the 
amount of fifty pounds. 

The following papers were read : — 

L A communication addressed to the President by 
Mr. Akerman, " On the Oversights to which Historians 
and Antiquaries are liable, from the prevailing neglect of the 
Numismatic Branch of History." This deficiency in many 
of our best writers, was enforced by a recent example of 
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considerable interest. A disquisition by Mr. Hogg was 
read before the Royal Society of Literature, at the meeting 
of February 9th, on an inscription preserved on a stone in 
the wall of the Barberini Palace at Rome, relating to the 
conquest of Britain by the Emperor Claudius Caesar, a 
copy of which, as restored by Gauges de Gozze, in Donati's 
" Roma Antiqua," is given in the abstract of Mr. Hogg's 
memoir {see ^^AthencBum,'' No. 486, page 122). The 
learned writer first observes, that although the praenomen 
IMPerator is omitted, it belongs to Claudius ; and 
secondly, he replaces the restored date, Trib. Pot. IX. 
COS.V. IMperator XVI. by Trie. Pot. XI. COS.V. 
IMp. XXII. ; whereas, independently of the direct testi- 
mony of Suetonius {in vita Claudii), that Claudius *' ab- 
stained from the praenomen of Emperor," reference to the 
numerous coins of this prince would have determined that 
he never used that praenomen ; while, those struck in 
commemoration of the conquest of Britain, bearing a tri- 
umphal arch, and inscribed De Britannis, have on the 
obverse the words inserted by De Gozze, who would 
therefore appear to have taken his dates from the best 
authority — the coins of Claudius. 

II. A portion of a memoir, " On the Medo-Persian 
Coins named Darics, or Archers," by Mr. Cullimore. 
These earliest examples of an Oriental coinage, which 
may be compared in value to our guineas and shillings, 
and the appearance of which connects the most ancient of 
them with the second age of the coinage of Greece, have 
hitherto been universally viewed as the representatives of 
the national currency of Persia, in the age of the Achaeme- 
nidae, or line of Cyrus and his successors, preceding the 
Macedonian conquest. This theory the writer first ob- 
jected to, as an anomaly in the history of nations, in a 
communication on the Jewish shekel, which he addressed 
to Dr. Lee, in the second number of the *' Numismatic 
Journal;" and, in the present memoir he submits the 
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further results of his inquiry to the Society's consideration. 
Hieroglyphic discovery has established the fact that there 
was no national Egyptian coinage until that art was intro* 
duced in its perfection by the successors of Alexander. 
The extant Jewish shekels, compared with biblical history, 
both canonical and apocryphal, are conclusive that no 
Jewish coin existed before the line of Maccabean princes ; 
while the epoch of the Seleucidee marks the highest limits to 
which any coin of Syria, Phoenicia, and the neighbouring 
nations can be traced ; and the Macedonian conquest pre- 
cedes other indication of a coined currency from the 
Mediterranean to the Ganges. The ruins on the Eu- 
phrates and elsewhere in Upper Asia, speak the same 
language with those on the Nile ; whereas, in Asia Minor, 
where the Darics are found, in the Islands, in Greece and 
Italy, monetary history may be traced in all its stages, up 
to the first rude attempts of the art. Although Egypt was 
a Persian province for two centuries before the Ptolemies, 
no remains of a Persian currency presents itself. If the 
Ptolemies recoined the Persian money, they may have 
equally done so with that of the previous native dynas- 
ties ; so that no argument can be grounded on such an 
hypothesis. In efiect, the Darics are discovered in those 
countries only which can be proved to have had a coinage 
of their own, and that derived from Greece, the parent of 
some of them, and the relative of all, before subjection to 
the Persian power. Besides, although the stamp is Per- 
sian, the standard weight and value are strictly Grecian ; 
so that it is almost a necessary consequence that they 
were recoined from the money previously current, with 
a view only to a circulation within the former territorial 
limits, under authority of the royal stamp of Persia. The 
facts of the total absence of inscriptions in the native 
arrow-head character, which would have been unintel- 
ligible in the conquered provinces, and the presence of 
local inscriptions, both Greek and Phoenician, of the 
maritime states of Asia Minor, together with the com- 
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mercial emblem of the galley, which appears on the re- 
verse of a great proportion of the Darics^ were adduced 
in fuller confirmation of this view; so that, from the 
combination of circumstances, it does not appear that the 
kingdom of Persia offers any exception to the simple 
Oriental equivalent by weight, which prevailed from the 
days of Abraham (Gen. xxiii. 16), until the introduction 
of coined money by the Macedonians, among the inha- 
bitants of this and the surrounding countries, who were 
alike allied in lineage, habits, and wants. 

The existence of the Darics was next shewn, from 
contemporary and consequential evidence, to ascend pre- 
cisely to the foundation of the Medo-Persian empire by 
Darius Medus, and Cyrus, b. c. 660-538, when the con- 
quests of these princes brought the nations of Lesser Asia, 
who possessed the art of coining, under their domination, 
and put an end to the proverbial poverty of the con- 
querors. 

III. A communication from Sir Henry Ellis to the Pre- 
sident, " On the Siege Pieces of the time of Charles I." the 
authenticity of some of which is questionable, in conse- 
quence of the silence of contemporary documents, and the 
uncertainty of the places where they were struck. That 
such is not the case with the shillings struck at Ponte- 
fract, in Yorkshire, Sir Henry proves from a contemporary 
notice hitherto unseen by numismatic writers. It is con- 
tained in a newspaper, " The Kingdome's FaithfuU and 
Impartiall Scout," February 6th, 1648 ; in which some of 
the square Pontefract shillings, found on a royalist pri- 
soner by the republicans, are described as being stamped 
on one side with a castle, and the letters P. O. ; and on 
the other with a crown, having C. R. on each side of it. 
Sir Henry reminds collectors that, by the letters P. O., 
are to be understood P. C, the form of the C being car- 
ried round like that of an O, either from bad striking or 
battering, as is evident from some of the extant pieces. 
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The thanks of the Society were voted to the authors 
of these communications. 

Benjamin Moxon Varley, Esq., was proposed as a 
Member. 

The Society then adjourned to Thursday, the 16th of 
March. 



March J6M, 1837. 

At the Third Ordinary Meeting of the Society, held 
in the Apartments of the Royal Astronomical Society, on 
Thursday evening, the 16th of March, 1837, — 

Dr. Lee, President, in the chair, — 

The minutes of the last Meeting were read and con- 
firmed. 

Mr. H. W. Diamond presented to the Society, 
Erizzo Discorso sopra le Medaglie de gli Anticfai 

Venezia, 1671. 4to. With the Autograph of 

Ortelius. 
De Bie Imperatoram Komanorum Numismata Aurea. 

4to. Antwerp, 1616. 
Mr. John Bate presented Eighteen Specimens of 
Medallic Engraving, by his improved Machine. 
Mr. Williams presented a Manilla. 

The thanks of the Society were ordered to be returned 
to the donors. 

The following communications were read : — 

I. A letter, addressed to the president, by Mr. John 
Williams, with the above-mentioned specimen in iron, of 
the ring or bracelet money, named Manilla, which forms 
the commercial medium on the Gold Coast of Africa, and 
is usually manufactured in Europe ; the present being from 
Birmingham, and the form similar to that of the ancient 
rings of gold, silver, and other substances, frequently 
exhumed in Ireland. 
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II. A communication, from Sir Henry Ellis to the presi- 
dent, on the Monetary Information to be derived from 
similar sources to that which elucidated the Pomfret Shil- 
lings, in the writer's preceding Paper, the Newspapers of 
the times, hitherto overlooked by numismatic writers. 

1. In " Ruding's Annals of the Coinage of Britain," Ist 
edition, Vol. III. p. 270, it is stated, that certain patterns of 
farthings of pewter and brass, of the time of the Common- 
wealth, engravings of which are given in Plate XXXI. 
Figs. 12, 13y 14, and 15, ** were never put into circulation.* 
The issue of Fig. 12, having on one side '' I ouncb of 
FINE PEWTr," with the letters " T K " above an 
escutcheon ; and on the reverse, " FOR NECESSARY 
CHANGE," is, however, proved by a newspaper of 

1654, among the king's pamphlets in the British Mu- 
seum. In " Severall Proceedings of State AflPaires," 
No. 239, April 26th, we read, *' This night are come out 
new farthings, weighing a quarter of an ounce, fine pew- 
ter, which is but the price of new pewter, that so the 
people may never hereafter fear to lose much by them ; 
with the harp on one side, and a crosse on the other, with 
T K above it." 

2. In " The Public Intelligencer," October 22-29, 

1655, the public are cautioned against taking crowns and 
half-crowns forged by Abraham Stapley, with the date of 
1655 : '' there being none of that date in his Highness's 
Mint, coined to this day, the 26th Oct." This notice 
accounts for the absence of Commonwealth half-crowns 
of the date in question, which Sir Henry has vainly 
sought for in the cabinets of collectors. 

III. A letter, from Mr. Cullimore to the president, con- 
taining remarks with reference to Mr. Akerman's com- 
munication, read at the meeting of February 23d, on the 
subject of Mr. Hogg's notice relating to the Barberini 
Inscription. Mr. Cullimore admitted the validity of the 
observations that Mr. Hogg had overlooked the evidence 
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of medallic history, in ascribing the preenomen of Impera- 
tor to Claudius Caesar ; and that the dates which that 
scholar has rejected, were inserted by De Gozze from the 
coins struck in honour of the British triumph of Claudius. 
He is, however, of opinion, that, from whatever authority 
Mr. Hogg has replaced the tribunitian and imperatorial 
indices of De Gozze by others, he was justified in rejecting 
the former ; because the remaining consular date of the 
inscription fixes it to a.d, 51, when Claudius was the 
ffthtime consul, and Caractacus was exhibited, in chains, 
at Rome ; whereas, the coins de Britannis refer to the 
personal triumph of Claudius, of a.d. 44, as sufiiciently 
proved in Mr. Akerman's work, on "The Coins of the 
Romans relating to Britain." These, which bear no 
consular date, as appears by the example given in that 
treatise, and in the same writer's valuable catalogue of 
inedited Roman coins, were, no doubt, struck in the 
interval between the third and fourth consulships of 
Claudius, a.d. 43 and 47. It follows that, whether the 
Barberini inscription has reference to the triumph of a.d. 
44, or to a second triumph a.d. 51, as Mr. Hogg has, in 
a great degree, proved, the date of its erection in iheffth 
consulship, chronologically separates this record from 
coins previously issued, and at a period when Claudius 
did not hold that office. The question is of great interest, 
but, chiefly depending on medallic evidence, the writer 
leaves it in the hands of the gentleman whose paper has 
called forth the present remarks, and whose extensive numis- 
matic inquiries peculiarly qualify him for the undertaking. 

IV. A memoir, by Mr. Akerman, " On the Coinage of 
the Ancient Britons." In a paper on this question, which 
appeared in the second number of the " Numismatic 
Journal," the writer commented on Caesar's obvious de- 
ficiency of information, when he asserts {De Bell. Gall. 
Y. 12), that the Britons, on his arrival among them, 
" instead of money, used either pieces of brass, or iron 
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rings of a fixed weight ;" as evinced by the improved 
coinage of Cunobelinus^ the father of Caractacus, com- 
pared with that of a ruder, although undateable, period. 
On the present occasion, the writer entered at large on the 
question, in proof that, contrary to the hastily formed 
opinions of high numismatic authorities, including Eck- 
hel, Sestini, Mionnet, &c., the native British coinage is 
a very ancient one, long preceding the Boman invasioiiy 
as determined by the examples discovered in this country, 
which have been, by many writers, referred, in common 
with the coins of Cunobelin, to the Gaulish series ; but 
which, in the types and characters of art, are totally 
different from that series, — besides, that they are never 
found in France. Mr« Akerman admitted the probable 
contemporary use of the ring or bracelet money men- 
tioned by Ceesar, and which is discovered in such abun- 
dance in Ireland, to make up the deficiency of the coined 
currency. Engraved examples of the former accompanied 
the memoir, of the shape of the African Manilla, which, 
it is evident, formed a primitive, and very general, me- 
dium of commerce. That these rings, which are found 
in nearly all the metals, besides other substances, were 
used for personal ornament, as well as for the purposes 
of commerce, the writer inferred, on several proofs; and 
among them, adduced the weighed earring and bracelets 
of Rebecca, from Genesis, xxiv. He next adverted to what 
has been considered the wheel money of the Gauls, pre- 
viously to a regular coinage ; engraved examples of which 
were also given. These he views in the light of amulets or 
charms, rather than as a coinage: the wheel, or cross 
within a circle, being common among the sacred symbols 
of antiquity, and not unfrequent in the hieroglyphic 
inscriptions t)f Egypt. It is, besides, found stamped on 
the coins of Oanl, Britain, and other countries. 

The memoir was accompanied by engravings of many 
hitherto inedited coins of the ancient Britons ; together 
with descriptive catalogues, in which the oversights of 
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Ruding, and other writers^ were pointed out and rec- 
tified. 

V. An essay, by Mr. S. Sharpe, ** On the Coins of 
the Ptolemies." Among the remarkable results of hiero- 
glyphic discovery, is the fact of there being no indication 
of an Egyptian coined currency previously to the era of 
these princes, notwithstanding the proverbial riches of the 
ancient Pharaohs, and of their cities^ of Thebes, &c., com- 
memorated by Homer, Tacitus, and other writers, whose 
accounts, more particularly that of Tacitus, relating to the 
inscriptions which the priests translated by command of 
Germanicus, lead to the supposition of a metallic equiv- 
alent by weight, in the age of Rameses. The hiero- 
glyphic character for money is a loop, in the form of 
the Greek diphthong, (which reminds us of the Manilla 
already alluded to). 

The Ptolemaic coins connect themselves with the 
system of the ancient Egyptians, by characters which 
prove that in their issue, the native customs were held 
in respect, as in all other cases, by the Greek dynasty. 
There is the eagle, or hawk, representing equally the 
divinity Horus, and the title Phra, Pharaoh, or king. 
This emblem Mr. Sharpe connects with the Lagid title, 
2wrjj^, saviour, or avenger ; the god, Horus, being called 
" the avenger of his father" in the hieroglyphic tablets. 
We find the Lotus, the hieroglyphic symbol of Lower 
Egypt, where the Greek language was spoken; and it 
accordingly, stands for the word, " Greek," on the pillar 
of Rosetta, and, no doubt, also on the coins. The honour 
in which females were held by the LagidsB, as evinced by 
the heads of the kings and queens appearing together on 
the coins ; their joint deification, under the title of *' bro- 
ther gods," and their apotheosis during life, are likewise 
strictly Egyptian, and proved by Egyptian elements. 

The coins are, besides, dated in the years of the 
reigning prince, according to the custom of the native 

c 
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kings in their inscriptions. The high number of years, 
49^ on some of those of Euergetes II. might lead to 
a suspicion of the date being in the years from the death 
of Alexander, and accession of Philip Aridseus, none of 
the Ptolemies having reigned so long a time^ were we not 
assured by Porphyry, that Euergetes 11. added the twenty- 
five years of his predecessor to his own reign, so that 
the latter, which was no more than twenty-nine^ numbered 
fifty-four. The Greek A, which precedes the dates on 
the Lagid coins and manuscripts, is agreed to stand for 
Xuxa/Sa; or Xvxafiavrog^ an old Greek word found in Homer, 
which the writer interprets " the coming of the wolf," 
and supposes may refer to the riding of the dog-star, by 
which the Egyptian year was measured ; although he 
does not insist on this hypothesis, which Would not 
apply to the Macedonian year, found conjoined with the 
Egyptian, on the Kosetta inscription. The memoir con- 
cludes with a table of the weights of Ptolemaic coins, in 
which the Grseco- Egyptian drachm is determined at the 
mean of 107 grains, from a number of examples in the 
Pembroke collection, weighing from a quarter of a drachm 
to four drachms each. 

The thanks of the Society were voted to the authors of 
these communications. 

It was announced, that Mr. John Williams would 
deliver a Lecture before the Society, at the two next 
Meetings, *^ On the Origin, Progress, and Decline of the 
Coinage of the Greeks and Romans." 

Hbnry Ashlin, Esq., was propx^sed as a Member of 
the Society. 

The following gentlemen were proposed as Associates 
of the Society : — 

Dr. G. F. Grotbfend, of Hanover. 
M. E. Cartier, of Amboise, ^ Editors of the << Revue 
M. L. de la Saussaye, of Blois, j NumismatiqueFranpoise." 
M. de Saulcy, of Metz. 



19 

Dn H. Orote, of Hanover, Editor of the *' Blatter 

fiir Miinzkunde." 
John Barker, Esq., of Antioch, late his Majesty's 

Consul-General in Egypt. 

The Society adjourned to Thursday, the 20th of April. 



April 20, 1»37. 

At the Fourth Ordinary Meeting of the Society, held 
in the apartments of the Royal Astronomical Society, on 
Thursday evening, the 20th of April, 1837,— 

Dr. Lbb, President, in the chair, — 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and con- 
firmed. 

Mr. Benjamin Nightingale presented a piece of 
Burmese money to the Society. 

Mr. J. G. Ppister presented a Oazetta of Francisco 
Foscari, doge of Venice ; and a large Bronze Medal, of 
Humboldt, from Professor Brandt, of Berlin. 

Mr. A. J. Valpy presented a copy of Patin's The- 
saurus Numismatum. 4to. 

Mr. R. HoLLiER presented a copy of Frolich's Notitia 
Elementaris Numismatum Antiquorum. 4to. 

A Groat of Henry VI., struck at Calais, was presented 
from a lady. 

The thanks of the Society were ordered to be returned 
to the respective donors. 

The following communications were read : — 

I. A letter from Mr. Nightingale, accompanying the 
above-mentioned Burmese coin, which is composed of fine 
block tin, and is 2| inches in diameter. It bears on the 
obverse a kind of hippogriph, with branching feet and 
tail, such as those of the serpent or dragon on the silver 
coins of Cochin China, surrounded by a double circle, 
containing thirty-six pellets or studs. On the reverse is a 
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similar double circle, having thirty pellets, surrounding 
an inscription or legend in the Pali-Burmese character, 
within which appears the mysterious wheel, so constantly 
found on the early coins of Britain, Gaul, Etruria, and 
other countries. The present coin was brought by a 
friend of the writer's from the Burmese port of Tavoy, on 
the coast of Tenasserim, now belonging to the British, 
where it is current, as well as at Rangoon, and other 
parts of the coast. It does not appear in Marsden's 
"Oriental Coinage;" and Crawfurd, who remarks that 
the money of the Burmese consists of conical lumps of 
silver, which are current by weight, seems to have been 
ignorant of its existence. Capt. Low, in his History of the 
Coast of Tenasserim, now publishing in the ** Asiatic 
Journal/' however, speaks of a large tin piece of money ^ 
denominated a Kabean, being in circulation at Tavoy, of 
which eighty-four form the equivalent for a dollar. Mr. 
Nightingale is of opinion, that the name of the coin 
Kabeany and that of the place where struck, are expressed 
in the inscription surrounding the wheel.* 

II. A communication from John Hogg, Esq. with refer- 
ence to the observations on his notice of the Barberini 
inscriptions, which were read at the Society's former 
meetings. The writer rectifies a mistake in the published 
abstract of his memoir read before the Royal Society of 
Literature, on which Mr. Akerman's objections were 
grounded. It would appear from thence that Mr. Hogg 
had ascribed the preenomen of Imperator to Claudius, con- 

* This is the constant symbol denoting locality in the Egyptian hiero- 
glyphics, whether in a limited or general sense, as place, land, country, 
region. But, when we remark its occurrence on the coinage of countries 
widely separated, and compare it with the apparent constellation on the 
obverse of the Burmese coin, and the surrounding stars, we shall be dis- 
posed to infer a more general sense from the inscription than that assigned 
to it — something relating to the earth or world, in connexion with uni- 
versal purposes. 
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trary to both written and medallic history. ** Mr. Hogg 
shewed that, although the preenomen Imp, is omitted, it 
belongs to Claudius, the fifth Roman emperor ;" whereas, 
the original statement of the writer is as follows : " TI. 
CLAVdio. The commencement here omits IMP., the 
prsenomen or title of emperor, which I have not noticed 
on any other inscriptions of Claudius Ceesar, collected by 
the accurate epigraphologist, Gruter ; and Suetonius 
expressly tells us that he refused that title, — 'Preenomine 
Imperatoris abstinuit' — {in Vita Claud, c. 12). This 
affords a proof, in identifying to what Claudius the 
marble must be referred ; and a still more satisfactory 
proof that it belongs to Claudius, the fifth Roman 
emperor," &c. 

The writer observes, that, instead of neglecting so 
important an adjunct to history as authentic coins and 
medals, he has used them as collateral evidence in support 
of that of authentic inscriptions — the primary evidence on 
the subject of epigraphology, on which he was at the time 
engaged. He enforces the error of De Gozze, in con- 
necting the medallic date, TRIE. POT. IX. IMP. XVI. 
with the COS. V. of the Barberini inscription, and quotes 
coins of Claudius, from Camden and Speed, inscribed Db 
Britannis, and having the above-mentioned tribunitian 
and imperatorial dates, in connexion with that of COS. IV. 
These, he contends, were minted, not on the occasion of 
either the first or the second British triumph of Claudius, 
A. D. 44 and 61, but to commemorate the enlargement of 
the Pomoerium, or boundaries of the city of Rome, by that 
emperor, in consequence, as Mr. Hogg supposes, of his 
having extended the limits of the empire by his conquests 
in Britain, — " auctis Populi Romani finibus," as the in- 
scription erected on that occasion, and published by Gru- 
ter, informs us. This event happened, according to Ta- 
citus (xii. 23), about the latter part of the year, when 
Pompeius and Veranius were consuls, or a. u. c. 802, 
A. D. 49, the date which, in the writer's opinion, coincides. 
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with the fourth consulship of Claudius^ and the corre- 
sponding indices on the medals De Britannis.*^ 

Mr. Hogg further observes, that in no work on epi- 
graphology or numismatology has he ever found the titu- 
lar formula, TRIE. POT. IX, COS, V. IMP. XVI., and 
is of opinion that any such cannot appear on a genuine 
coin of Claudius ; and, that should any engraving of a 
medal or copy of an inscription offer it, such could only 
result from the engraver or copier having inadvertently 
omitted an I before the V in the consular date. 

The thanks of the Society were voted to the authors of 
these communications. 

Mr. Williams delivered the first portion of his Lec- 
ture "On the Coinage of the Greeks and Romans." 

Having discussed the inconveniences attendant on the 
mode of exchange by simple barter, as practised in the 
first ages, and by some of the uncivilised nations of the 
present time ; its impracticability for the purposes of ex- 
tended intercourse, and the consequent necessity of some 
general representative of value: the lecturer remarked on 
the obvious advantage of a metallic equivalent, more par- 
ticularly gold and silver, whereby the most value might 
be represented by the least bulk, as adopted by the Phoe- 
nicians, Israelites, and Egyptians, and probably by all 
civilised states, during the 1000 years which separated the 
age of Abraham from that of the first coined money, if not 
from an earlier date ; and as it continued among the na- 
tions of the east, until the conquests of Alexander intro- 

* A conclusion in which this learned writer differs from the Eusebian 
consular tables of Idatius and Scaliger, as well as from the Capitoline 
tables of Pighius, and the Fasti of Cardinal Noris, as published by Grce- 
vius; in all of which the fourth consulship of Claudius answers to a.d, 47. 
It is, however, a difficult period to adjust. The first consulship of Clau- 
dius, A.u.c. 789, A.D. 36, hardly ever appears; and all the consuls, from 
an. 2, Olymp. 206, to an. 3, Olymp. 211, or from a d. 46 to a.d. 67, are 
omitted in the oldest MS. Fasti — those of the Alexandrine Chronicle. 
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daced coinage and other Grecian arts into thoBe countriea* 
The transactions of Abraham and his descendants with 
the Canaanites and Egyptians (Gen. xxiii. 16, xliii. 21), 
together with the weight of the brass and iron parapher- 
nalia of Goliath (1 Sam. zvii. 5, 7), were adduced in proof 
of the Jewish shekel having been originally, like the 
pound, &c., a simple denomination of weight, in reference 
to all the metals ; and, the ring-money used by the ancient 
Britons and Irish, and, probably, likewise by the Phoeni- 
cians and Egyptians, and still current on the eastern and 
westeiTi sides of the African continent, was referred to as 
an existing form of the ancient metallic equivalent. 

The inconvenience which still attached to this mode 
of exchange, in consequence of the want of a guarantee 
for the purity and weight of the pieces of metal, so neces- 
sary to the protection of commerce, forced itself on the 
maritime states and colonies of Greece and Asia Minor, 
five centuries earlier than it appears to have been similarly 
felt among the more eastern nations ; and hence the in- 
ventioti of coined money, having the stamp of some city or 
state as a protection against fraud, which is, by the histo- 
rian Ephorus, and the marble chronicle of Pares, followed 
by other Greek authorities, said to have been first struck 
in the island of ^gina, by Phidon, the Heraclid, king of 
Argus, the brother of Caranus, founder of the kingdom 
of Macedon, and the contemporary of Homer and Lycur- 
gus, in the ninth century before the Christian era.*^ 

Although no datable monetary inscriptions appear 
until the reigns of Alexander I. of Macedon, b.c. 603-460, 
and of his contemporary Gelo, tyrant of Syracuse, it is 
evident, from the superior antiquity of a great variety of 

* The silence of Homer regarding coined money, and the prohibitory 
laws of Lycurgus, force the epoch of its invention within the narrowest 
chronological limits ; and appear satisfactorily to establish the claims of 
Phidon (whose era would, according to the best authorities, correspond 
with the old age of the poet, and the youth of the legislator), to the 
invention. 
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coins, which are geographically referable^ that the art 
found its way into nearly all the states and colonies of 
Greece, almost immediately on its first origin ; and, the 
style of these earlier coins enables us to distribute them 
into several relative epochs^ among which none appear to 
take precedence of those which there is reason to suppose 
belong to the island of ^gina, to which history assigns 
the priority in the monetary art. 

The views of the first issuers were limited to stamping 
one side of, and thereby giving authenticity to, the irregu- 
larly rounded piece of metal, which was, probably, before 
that time, current by weight.* The coins of the first four 
or five centuries of the art, so far as Greece and her im- 
mediate dependencies were concerned, hence present us 
with various stages from the one or more irregular hollows 
in place of the reverse, which may have been produced in 
the process of applying the die to a piece of metal fixed on 
a pointed surface (and, in some instances, by subsequent 
deterioration), until these hollows become gradually re- 
placed by the square, which is itself often found sub- 
divided, and taking a radiated or star-like appearance, (a 
circumstance which could not have resulted from the mere 
process of striking, and which was therefore a step towards 
the purposes of the reverse). 

With this square the reignof Alexander I. of Macedon, 
is connected, his name appearing above the sides of it; 
and we thus obtain an era, which the more irregular stages 
of the coinage of Greece must have anticipated, nearly in 
the order of their rudeness. The figures which, from this 
time, begin to appear in one of the divisions, or in the 
centre of the square, gradually increase in size, until they 
give place to the perfect reverse, about the time of Philip 
II. of Macedon, b.c. 362; and, that the complete reverse 

* This process, although it authenticated the issue, did not protect it 
from deterioration on the unstamped side ; so that it was but a link between 
the primitive piece of unstamped metal and the complete coin, whose ob^ 
verse and reverse equally protected both sides of it. 
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of the original Grecian states^ cannot be raised much 
higher, appears from the imperfect coinage of Amyn- 
tas III., B.C. 399-372. 

That the progress to the complete coin was^ however, 
more rapid among the great commercial colonies of the 
west than in the parent states, would appear from the cir- 
cumstance of those of Gelo of Syracuse, exhibiting com- 
plete reverses, while the coins of his contemporary, Alex- 
ander I. of Macedon^ do not advance beyond the modified 
square. A similar inference may perhaps be drawn from 
the incused coins of Posidonia, Caulonia, and other cities 
of Magna Greecia, pronounced by the most learned Eckhel 
to be *^inter antiquissimos" — which present a hollow re- 
verse, in which the same figure is seen depressed, that ap- 
pears in relief on the obverse.* Metapontum ofiers ano- 
ther stage of this method,-— a coin of that city shewing- 
different raised and depressed figures ; an ear of corn^ in 
relief, on one side, with the hollow figure of a bull on the 
other. In the style of art, the colonial and related states 
would seem also to have taken the lead^ in this, as they did 
in other cases, apparent from the exquisite designs and 
workmanship of the pottery of Etruria, Magna Greecia, &c. 

In contrast with the colonial improvements, may be 
adduced the rudeness of many of the coins of the older 
states, even within the period of reverses ; as in the case 
of Athens itself, where irregular pieces of silver appear to 
have been issued with the official stamp rudely attached — 
the head of Minerva, the guardian divinity of that city, on 
the obverse ; and the owl, which was equally the sacred 
bird of the goddess, and the heraldic bearing of the city, 
on the reverse. The devices were as various as the places : 
the Labyrinth on the coins of Crete; the Silphium on 

* It will be observed, that the coin was here as effectually protected 
by the single impress, as by the double one of the complete coinage ; so 
that we may view these coins as a more advanced intermediate step, ana* 
logous to that of the ornamented square of Greece Proper. 
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those of Cyrene and Barc& ; the oracular chest of Bacchuji 
on many coins of the states of Lesser Asia, &c. 

When the name of the city does not sppeSLV in full, it is 
often discoverable to numismatists by its first letters, or by 
a monogram, the composition of which is sometimes from 
the letters of the name, and at others inexplicable. The 
countermarks of other cities or states, with the view to 
extension of currency, often appear, as in the case of the 
Spanish dollars circulated in England. 

The superior claims of Greece to the origin of the art 
of coining, which history assigns to it, were asserted. No 
other monetary remains present marks of equal antiquity. 
Egypt, which, in most other respects, would seem the 
parent of the arts, affords no indication of coined money 
before that introduced by the Greek dynasty. Some coins, 
which have been generally viewed as Phoenician, having 
an Egyptian symbol on one side, and a Persian on the 
other, might perhaps, claim the age of the Persian dynasty 
in Egypt, did not the fact of these Oriental coins having 
perfect reverses, fix them to an age long posterior to the 
early coins of Greece. 

The only money approaching the latter in appearance, 
are the Persian Darics; but, from the circumstance of 
some of these being found with Greek inscriptions, it may 
be inferred that the Persians adopted the art for the use 
of the Greek states of Asia Minor under their dominion. 

Mr. Williams's extensive series of casts in sulphur, 
together with a set of fine Grecian coins in silver and 
copper, from the collection of the President, were exhi- 
bited in illustration of the lecture, and in proof of the 
general superiority of colonial art, compared with that of 
the parent states. 

B. M. Varley, Esq. was elected a Member of the 
Society. 

Dr. Conrad Leemans, First Conservator of the Mu- 
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seuiD of Antiqaities of Leyden, was proposed as an Asso- 
ciate of the Society. 

The following gentlemen were proposed as Members : 

Charlbs Wbntwobth Dilkb, Esq. LL.B. of London^ 
Gborge Bishop, Esq. Secretary R.A.S. London. 
Colonel C. R. Fox, of the Ordnance Department. 
William Archibald Abmstbono Whitb, Esq. F.R.S. 

London. 
John HEARNE/Esq. of London. 

The Society adjourned to Thursday, the 26th of May. 



May 26, 1837. 

At the Fifth Ordinary Meeting of the Society, held in 
the apartments of the Royal Astronomical Society, on 
Thursday evening, the 25th of May, 1837,— 

Dr. Leb, President, in the chair, — 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and con- 
firmed. 

The following Presents were received, and the thanks 
of the Society ordered to be returned to the donors. 

Pedrusi — Museo Farn^se. 6 vols. Folio. By Mr. 

Till. 
Memoirs of the Royal Irish Academy. 4to. Vol. 

XVII. By Sir W. Betham. 
Folke's Table of English Silver and Gold Coins. 4to. 

By Mr. A. Rhodes. 
Simon's Essay on Irish Coins. 4to. By Mr. T. 

Purland. 
Medalische Historic der Republic van Holland. 4to. 

By Mr. Purland. 
A Medallion of M. Antoninus — Reverse, Commodus. 

By the Rev. Edward Hincks, D.D. of Killyleigh. 
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Sir W. Betham read a memoir, in which he applied 
his principles, founded on the assumed identity of the 
Iberno-Celtic language, with those of the Phcenicians, 
Pelasgi, Etruscans, and ancient Gauls, to the explanation 
of the symbols and interpretation of the inscriptions on 
the Etruscan (and Umbrian) coins, which he supposes to 
be the prototypes of the early Roman coinage, both as 
regards the devices and the standard weight and value. 
The memoir was distributed under the following heads : — 
1. Oannes, or Janus ; 2. The Asses and Uncias ; 3. Wheel 
Money. 

1. Under the first head, the writer discusses the origin, 
character^ and antiquity of the leading symbol of the 
coins in question, the bifronted Janus, with the view of 
proving the first to be Oriental, the second commercial^ 
and the last of the highest age of history. 

To this end he adduces the account of Oannes^ as pre- 
served by the Chaldsean historian, Berosus, who wrote in 
the age of Alexander, and acquaints us that, in the ante- 
diluvian age, when Babylonia was peopled by barbarian 
inhabitants, Oannes emerged or arrived from the Eryth- 
rean sea ; that he was destitute of reason ; had the body 
of a fish, two heads, the legs of a man ; that he spoke in 
a human voice, passed the daytime on the land, and spent 
the night and took his food in the sea ; that he instructed 
the Babylonians in letters, sciences, and arts ; taught them 
to erect temples and cities; instructed them in laws, 
geometry, and agriculture, the origin of the world and of 
man, &c. ; that several other such personages followed, 
instructing and civilising the Chaldaeans, one of whom 
was named Odacon. 

Sir William contends that such would be the account 
which the New Zealanders, or any other savages, would 
give of the appearance of the first few ships arriving on 
their coasts from civilised countries. He remarks, that 
the imperfect remains of the Assyrian and Babylonian 
empires, have been transmitted and mystified by compara- 
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lively recent writers, so that the narratives of the Oannes 
are even clearer and more satisfactory than might have 
been expected; thai, adopting the most palpable and 
obvious meaning, Oannes was manifestly the first ship 
which arrived in the Euphrates — the paradoxical history 
being only, but clearly, explicable by being referred to a 
ship and her crew : she was destitute of reason, her body 
like a fish, her crew took their food and slept or passed 
the night on board, and were amphibious, i.e. seamen, &c« 

The name of this first ship, Oannes, he supposes may 
be derived either from the Iberno-Celtic Oice, sea ; cean^ 
chief; aois, old — the old ocean; or from ua^ or a, from ; 
arty the ; aois^ old times : and that of the second, Odacon^ 
from a, the ; daff^ fish ; cean, head or chief — the great 
fish. 

He remarks on the improbability of the hypothesis of 
Bryant, that the antediluvian Oannes was the patriarch 
Noah ; on the ground that Babylonia was fully peopled 
on his arrival. 

Connecting this account with the Oriental origin of 
the Etruscans, proved equally by history and their litera- 
ture and antiquities, he infers that the Chaldaean Oannes 
was the Jonus or Janus of the Romans — the two faces or 
heads of Janus, in common with those of the former, 
representing his amphibious character and knowledge ; 
and Janus being equally connected with maritime affairs, 
by appearing on the most ancient Etruscan coins, having 
the prow of a ship, a dolphin, a rudder, or other maritime 
emblems, on the reverse, in common with emblems of the 
gods, as the club of Hercules, the eagle of Jupiter, the 
lyre of Apollo, the cornucopia of CJeres, &c. Oannes or 
Janus he conceives to be no other than the Supreme God, 
and that he appears in the Chaldaean Belinus or Baal- 
lanus, the Lord ofages^ and was adopted as the first King 
of Italy, in conformity with the universal practice of early 
colonists, in appropriating the parent history to them- 



30 

selves. From this Oannes or Janus, Sir William con- 
ceives the name Johannes or John,, which is to be found 
in almost every nation, to be derived i 

2. Having explained the leading symbol, and assigned 
to it an Oriental and commercial origin, the learned writer 
proceeds, under the second head, to investigate the stand- 
ard weight and divisions of the Etruscan As, of which he 
considers the Roman As and its divisions to be mere 
imitations, which, but for the word ROMA, it would be 
difficult to distinguish, in reference to the earliest exam- 
ples, from their prototypes ; whereas, the latter are dis- 
tinguishable from the Roman imitations, by the inscrip- 
tions which appear on many of them, and confirm their 
otherwise marked character. 

The original weight of the As, which the writer con- 
ceives to have been a pound troy, together with that of 
its divisions into the Semis, or piece of six uncise, the 
Quincunx, the Triens, the Quadrans, the Sextans, and 
the Uncia, or pieces of five, four, three, two, and one 
ounce respectively, which continued in use till the time of 
the first Punic war ; he considers to represent the primitive 
Etruscan standard, which the Romans afterwards reduced 
to one-sixth, one-twelfth, and one-twenty-fourth part of 
the weight, retaining the original denomination and value. 

The name As he deduces from the Ib^emo-Celtic word 
ax>s, old, rather than from aes, copper, with Varro, 
because the head of Janus, or Oannes, a name already 
similarly derived, appears upon it. 

In the writer's memoir on the Ring-money of the 
Celtae, published in the seventeenth volume of the *' Trans- 
actions of the Royal Irish Academy," he had derived the 
term unda, or ounce, from the Iberno-Celtic aon, one, and 
se, sixth ; and inferred that it represented the sixth part of 
a given weight, containing half a pound troy, although 
the name of the weight he had not then ascertained. 
This weight now appears in the Etruscan Semis, or half 
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As, of six unciee, in confirmation of his former inferences 
and etymology. 

He next adverts to the little attention to accuracy of 
weight, evinced in this early brass coinage, in common 
with the brazen ring-money ; and remarks on the pecu- 
liarity of all the specimens of quincunxes, and these only, 
being characterised by a cross. 

Having discussed the standard weight and divisions of 
the Etruscan and Roman Asses, the learned writer pro- 
ceeds to apply his principles of decipherment, founded as 
above, on the presumed identity of the Phoenician, Etrus- 
can^ and Iberno-Celtic languages, to the retrograde Etrus- 
can, and Ausonian or Oscan inscriptions, which appear on 
many of them. 

Of these, one of the most frequent, and which ap- 
pears on the reverses of coins having the bifronted Janus, 
and on the oth^ side the prow of a ship, is BELAORI, 
as Sir Willi^'m reads it.* Having already inferred 
that Janus Was the same with the Chaldeean Oannes 
and Belinus, and the Phoenician Baal, he now trans- 
lates BELAORI, devoted or dedicated to Bctal; from 
Beal^ Baal, and aorasy devoted or dedicated, in the 
Ibemo - Celtic.f *' In England," remarks the writer, 
'^ we have found altars dedicated to Baal, with the 
inscription BELATUCADREAC, or Baal the friend 
of marij or, as sometimes construed, Baal the protector 
of the dty." 

Again, the inscription TUTEDE X appears on a variety 
of coins, having different devices — as the eagle of Jupiter, 

* But FELATHRI, according to Eckhel, who, followed by numis- 
matists, hence refers these coins to the Etruscan city of Volaterra. Eckhel 
quotes an example having FELATRI ; which, if correct, proves the O of 
the inscription to represent a 0. 

f An interpretation not inconsistent with a geographical sense for the 
inscription. 

X Or TUTERE, according to Eckhel, who, followed by numisma* 
tists, refers the coins bearing it to Tuder, a city of Umbria. 
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with a cornucopia on the obverse ; a recumbent wolf, with 
the lyre of Apollo, on the reverse. The club of Hercules, 
and many other sacred emblems, are found on coins with 
the same inscription, which the writer concludes to refer to 
Taautus, the Phcenician and Egyptian divinity mentioned 
by Sanchoniatho, (the secretary and messenger of the gods, 
and in many cases their representative), as personifying in 
one case, Jupiter Aratrius, or Dagon ; in another, Baal- 
iarcul, or the Phoenician Hercules, &c. : all these being 
personifications of the different attributes of the supreme 
divinity, Baal, to whom the coins are in this way 
dedicated,* 

Many examples of Etruscan coins, having maritime or 
commercial devices, similar to those with Phoenician in- 
scriptions, are next adduced from published works, and 
from the Etruscan sarcophagi, at present exhibiting by 
Signer Campanari ; and these are held to be evidence of 
the identity of both races, and that the one was a colony 
of the other. 

Sir William concludes this part of his essay by a 
curious example of the significancy of symbols, when 
explained by the Iberno-Celtic. A running boar, "as if 
staggering," appears on each side of a brass quadrans, 
produced by Micalis, having, in retrograde characters, 
the word MOC, a hog^ on one side, and BAG, drunk, on 
the other .+ 

3. Under the third head, the learned writer undertakes, 
through the aid of the same system, to explain the mys- 
terious symbol of the wheel, which appears on the coins 
of so many nations, from the further India to the British 
Islands. — See the Proceedings of March 16, and April 20. 

* An interpretation consistent, like the former, with the name of a 
place consecrated to Taautus, Thouth, orThoor, whose travels into various 
countries are commemorated by the Phoenician historian, as is his voyage 
to Italy by the Byzantine writers, who call him Hermes, or Faunus. 

f Eckhel and Mionnet read this inscription direct, KAM, and the 
same on both sides, referring the coins bearing them to Camars in Etruria. 
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On one elass of the Etruscan coins appears a wheel , 
having indented edges ; and on the reverse a large orescent, 
with three stars on the rim, and between the horns, in re- 
trograde characters, the inscription IKUGINL* This he 
interprets the great deep, or abyss, from the Iberno-Celtic 
oice, sea, and ageana, abyss or deep ; and, hence, infers a 
geographical import to the symbols, — the obverse wheel 
representing the earth, indented with bays and inland 
seas ; and the reverse, the earth, or the continents diverging 
into the ocean in the form of a crescent, as the great pe- 
ninsulas of Africa and India — the word IKUGINI, or 
ocean, appearing in the expanse which separates the 
horns. The rim having stars, he supposes to represent 
the heavens. 

In harmony with this explanation, Sir William ad- 
duces, from Dempster, a coin, or medal, having an anchor, 
which may designate the ocean, on one side, and the 
wheel on the other, with the letters FVN, or FAN, in 
retrograde characters, in the projections between the bays 
or inland seas which surround it. The word Fon, in the 
Ibemo-Celtic, means earth, or land ; and, this appearing in 
contradistinction to the IKUGINF, or ocean, of the reverse 
of the other wheel, he considers to amount to demonstra- 
tion of the accuracy of both interpretations, which equally 
result from the significancy of the symbols and inscrip- 
tions ; and hence, that the wheel money in general has a 
geographical import, and is symbolical of the commercial 
purposes of all money. f 

* Or IKVVINI, as Eckhel and other numismatists have read it, with 
reference to Iguvium, in Umbria, as the place of issue. 

t The analogous import of this symbol, in the Egyptian hieroglyphics, 
has been mentioned in the Abstract of the Society's proceedings of April 
20th. It should be remarked, that the wheel on Mr. Nightingale's 
Burmese Kabean, described in the same Abstract, and inferred to have a 
geographical or commercial meaning, is precisely of the same form, and 
has the same number of indentures, seven, with that here quoted by Sir 
W. Betham. The last-mentioned coin does not appear to have been 
appropriated. It may, however, with strong probability, be referred to 

D 
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The thanks of the Society were voted to Sir William 
Beth AM for his communication. 

Mr. Williams delivered the second portion of his 
Lecture *• On the Coinage of the Greeks and Romans." 

Having recapitulated the progress of the art among 
the Greeks, as described in his former lecture, from the 
mere lump or button of silver, to the stamped obverse 
with hollow reverse, and thence to the bordered square, 
until the latter became gradually filled up with figures, 
and gave place to the complete reverse (changes approxi- 
mately datable during the five hundred years which 
separated the ages of Phidon the Argive, and Amyntas 
king of Macedon), — Mr. Williams proceeded to remark, 
that no such progressive steps are discoverable in the 
coinage of the Romans, Etruscans, and other states of 
Middle Italy. Of none of these, does there appear any 
example of a coin stamped on one side only, with the 
irregular hollow on the other; neither any having the 
square obverse. All, however rude, have complete re- 
verses ; so that, admitting the Italian coinage to have 
been derived from the Greek, its origin necessarily belongs 
to the last, or complete period of the latter. It follows, 
on this shewing, that the former thus connects itself in its 
origin with a probable date. 

It was, however, remarked, in the preceding lecture, 
that, although the reverse square had been retained, in a 

the ancient city of Fanum, or Fanum Fortunay in Umbria, the region of 
many of the coins with retrograde Etruscan inscriptions. Eckhel quotes 
a coin of Fanum, from Arigonius, having the inscription F ANA, and the 
figure of a horse on the reverse, with the head of Jupiter on the obverse. 
The above-mentioned etymology may be connected with the name of that 
city, as well as with that of Faunus, (one of the appellations of Taautus, or 
Hermes, as before), in conformity with Sir W. Betham's reading of another 
name of the same divinity or personage on the coins of Tuder. Probus 
derives Fanuniy a temple, from Faunus, who is, according to ancient 
writers, the same with Pan, or Phanes, the Orphic deification of the 
material world or universe. {See Cory's Mythological Inquiry, ip. 95, &c.) 
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d^ree, among the parent states of Greece, until the reign 
of Amyntas, abont four hundred years B.C., the complete 
reverse had been adopted in the Grecian colonies of the 
west — at least, a century earlier, as exemplified in the 
coins of Gelo of Syracuse^ b.o. 490 ; so that the final 
improvement would hence appear to belong to the colonies, 
who thus anticipated the parent states : and the coins of 
Sicily and Magna Grsecia are, accordingly, as a whole, 
superior in execution and design to those of Macedon 
before Philip ; and to those of any other continental states 
of Greece, not excepting Athens, at any subsequent period ; 
while the beautiful incused coins of Magna Grsecia, offering 
the same figure, depressed on one side, and raised on the 
other, evince a distinct progress of art. 

Admitting, therefore, the Romans to have received the 
art from the Etruscans (with whom they had many devices 
in common), and these again from the Grecian colonies, in 
Uie south of Italy, (admitting, also, the coins of Gelo to 
furnish the oldest Greek reverses), it would follow, that 
the Etruscan and Roman coinage was posterior to the age 
of Gelo, and the beginning of the fifth century b.c. ; and 
this, although we may not possess any of the earliest 
Roman or Etruscan coins. 

But this will not agree with the statement of Pliny, to 
whom we are indebted for the best general information of 
the Roman coinage, that it originated with Servius TuUius 
(B.C. 677^33); nor with that of Suidas and Cedrenus, 
who raise it to the age of Numa (b.c. 714-671) ; not even 
if we adopt the curtailed chronology of Newton, who, 
although he reduces the times of the Roman Kings, from 
244 to 119 years, leaves the Regifuge where he found it, 
in the year b. c. 608. The question is, therefore, in- 
volved in chronological difficulties.* 

* Let it here marked, that, as we may not possess any of the earliest 
Roman or Etruscan coins, neither are we certain that we possess any of 
those with the earliest colonial reverses of the Greeks, or that the coins of- 
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The earliest Roman coin was the As lihralis^ weighing 
a pound of brass or copper. It is described, by Pliny, as 
having on it the form of a bull, a ram, a boar, or sow ; 
and hence, according to Pliny and Plutarch, the name 
pecunia, for money, from pecus^ cattle. The coins, having 
the head of the bifronted Janus, with the prow of a ship 
on the reverse, are supposed by many numismatists to be 
the next in antiquity.* 

These earliest Roman coins were not struck, like those 
of the Greeks, but cast — an art, hence, not derived from 
Greece ; and, therefore, most probably, borrowed from 
the Etruscans, (and resulting from the greater quantity and 
ponderosity of the pieces of metal to be manufactured). 
As the As diminished in size, the Grecian mode was, 
however, adopted ; and it was no longer cast, but struck. 
This reduction was gradual until the time of the first 
Punic War (b.c. 263), when it became reduced from a 
pound to two ounces ; and still further to one ounce of 
brass, during the second Punic War. 

The coined divisions of the As libralis appear t6 have 
quickly followed the first issue of that coin, these being 
founded on the original weight of twelve ounces. Thiey 
consisted of the Semis, or half As ; the Quincunx ; the 
Triens ; the Quadrans ; the Sextans ; the Uncia ; each 

Gelo offer the 6rst examples. It is on the Grecian continent and islands, 
and in the states of Asia Minor, and not among the colonies in Italy, 
that the progressive steps of coinage are chiefly discernible. Adopting 
M. Mionnet's collection of sketches for a criterion, the oldest examples 
of the latter offer either the incused or complete reverses, although some 
traces of the Grecian progress appear in the coins of Sicily. The incused 
reverses of Magna Grscia assure us of a distinct collateral progress to. 
completeness, in the west ; while there is no evidence to impugn the 
assertion of Pliny, which Eckhel subscribes to, that the Roman coinage 
ascends to the sixth century b.c. 

* As, however, these la<t offer retrograde Etruscan inscriptions ; and, 
admitting as above, the Romans to have borrowed the art from the 
Etruscans, — these reasons, in connexion with the alleged claims of Numa, 
would lead to an inference of their superior antiquity. 
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denomination having globules indicating the parts of the 
As, examples of all which are extant. 

As the As diminished in weight, larger denominations 
were struck. Those extant consist of the As; the Dupon* 
dius, or double As; the Tripis, or Tripondius; the 
Quadrus, of four Asses ; and the Decus, containing ten 
Asses.* 

It IS evident that the As and its parts were originally 
regulated by the weight : so that the Italian currency con- 
sisted, at first, of nothing more than pieces of copper, of 
known weight fixed by authority. The denomination be- 
came nominal, by the reduction of size for convenience ; 
60 that money, hence, became the representative of value 
only, whereas the quantity of the material was originally 

included, t 

Such was the original standard of value in Italy ; 

while in Greece, the original representative was silver, -— 
a proposition which, the fact of silver being the only ma- 
terial of the earliest Grecian coins, renders self-evident. 
Copper was not coined by the states of Greece, until 
several centuries after the use of silver money — the oldest 
copper coins of Athens not ascending higher than the 
year b.c. 400, although we find copper money attributed 
to Gelo of Syracuse, a century earlier. 



* These denominations ascended, at least nominally, to the number of 
the twelve unciae, or ounces, contained in the original As ; and the Quin- 
cunx, the Septunx, the Bes, the Dodrans, and the Deunx, containing 
respectively five, seven, eight, nine, and eleven ounces, are mentioned by 
ancient writers ; and, likewise, the Dextans often unciae, which cleaily 
identifies itself with the Decus, above-mentioned. Eckhel has, therefore, 
constructed a table, in which these, and the above-mentioned denomina- 
tions, are combined into an ascending series, and identified witl) the older 
descending series of the As libralis, and its uncial divisions ; thereby proving 
that the more recent and larger denominations adapted to the As, when re- 
duced to an ounce, were a mere inversion of the As libralis and its parts. 

f Hence, the name As libralisy or piece of weighed brass (from ^s)^ 
was, like the Hebrew Shekel or weight of silver, continued after it had 
received the form of a coin. 
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The earliest Roman coinage of silver^ on the contrary^ 
does not, according to Pliny, ascend higher than AiU.c. 
485 (B.C. 268); while, in the original type of the denarius, 
the Romans appear to have followed the Sicilians.* The 

* Tims, the Romans, whose coinage originally consisted of copper, 
derived their silver money from the Greeks of Sicily; whereas, it is 
equally manifest, from what precedes, that the Greeks of Sicily, whose 
money; in common with that of the parent country, consisted originally 
of silver, derived their copper coinage from Italy. 

But, at the same time with the evidence of this last-mentioned 
importation, the first complete Greek silver reverses appear ; and both in 
the coins of the same prince, Geto, a century before either copper money 
or reverses were known in Greece. Yet we know of no Italian, or any 
other, copper money without reverses. This leads to an obvious question 
— where did the reverses of Sicily originate, but in the copper coin of 
Italy? — fabricated, moreover, after a method very different fVom the 
silver coin of Greece, being cast, and not struck, as above. This com- 
plete copper money was, besides, as old as Servius, if history is to be ere* 
dited ; and the facts mentioned certainly support history herein. 

We thus find a distinct medium of exchange, a distinct method of 
fabrication, with distinct results of art, together with a totally distinct 
standard of value in Greece and Italy; and all this anterior to the fifth 
century before the Christian era. But, when these fiicts are combined 
with the distinct and advanced arts of Italy in other respects, the con** 
elusion seems irresistible, that Italy, although it may have taken the hint, 
did not immediately derive its first coinage from Greece; and, that a 
similar necessity caused the one race to cast their pound of brass, which 
led the other to stamp their silver button, both independently of each 
other, however they may afterwards have reciprocally interchanged their 
arts and media; while no evidence appears to impugn the claims of 
Phidon to be esteemed the first issuer of coined money. 

That the early Italians did not bring the art of coining from their primi^* 
tive settlements in the East, appears from their totally different medium of 
commerce, and from the absolute non-existence of any traces of an Oriental 
coinage that does not immediately derive itself from Greece : for we know 
from the highest authority, that the currency of South-western Asia con- 
sisted of weighed lumps of uncoined silver, from the time of Abraham, 
until long after coined money had been current in Italy. We also know 
that the Oriental equivalent was that of Greece (colonised, as it was, 
from those parts of Asia where silver was the medium of exchange), until 
first stamped by Phidon. This leads to an interesting question on the 
relative periods of the arrival of the colonies from Asia, in Greece and 
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original denarius did not exceed, in weight, the eighty- 
fourth part of a pound of silver ; yet it was valued at ten 
Asses libralesy or eight hundred and forty times its weight 
in copper.* 

The figures at first impressed on the silver coinage of 
Rome, were those of the gods, principally their tutelar 
divinity, Roma ; and of heroes, or famous cities, on one 
side : and on the other, bigated or quadrigated cars of the 
Dioscuri, or of Victory, variously expressed. These de- 
vices varied, in time, according to the fancy of the 
moneyers ; and the coins having them, form a distinct 
class, denominated by medallists, the consular, — their 
origin and issue belonging to the period of the consular 



Italy ; and on the mineral productions of these countries in the first ages. 
The Phoenicians opened gold mines in the island of Thasus, according to 
Herodotus, lib. vi. They were visited by that historian. 

The medium of Greece, in effect, represents that of the East ; the 
medium of Italy, that of the West, in those times. Both were reduced to 
coinage by different processes, and with different results — applicable in- 
the one case to a quarter of an ounce, and in the other to a pound of 
metal. 

* This appears from the statement of Pliny, which applies to the 
period before the As was reduced in weight (a.u.c. 485, being the fifth 
year previously to the first Punic War); and so £ckhel understands 
it. The relative value of the metals is thus decisive on the question, why 
copper became the staple equivalent in Italy. This relative value (i. e, of 
silver compared with copper) appears to have been, at least, fourteen 
times as great as in the present age. 

The contrast which the East offers to this state of things, is too remark- 
able to be overlooked. We have already seen that silver was the com" 
mon medium of commerce. In the reign of Solomon it was '' in Jerusalem 
as stones." — 1 Kings, x. 27; 2 Chron. 1. 15. Brass was, on the other 
hand, used in the fabrication of the vessels, utensils, and ornaments of the 
Temple, which, we should suppose, would rather have been formed from 
the precious metals, did we not learn from Ezra, viii.87, that/' fine copper*' 
was '* precious as gold.*' The enormous amount of silver which, as we 
learn from Herodotus, was paid into the Persian treasury by the tributary 
satrapies, compared with the brazen armour with which Homer clothes his 
heroes, will add further light to a question already sufficiently perspicuous. 
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government. During the same age, the Romans had, 
likewise, gold denarii, the value of which was about 
twenty-four times that of the silver. 

Thus far, the Roman coinage was generally of a rude 
character, although there are many exceptions well 
executed. 

With the imperial age, a progressive improvement is 
manifest. Time forbad the lecturer from entering fiilly 
into the denominations and value of the imperial coinage. 
He, therefore, limited himself principally to a description 
of the imperial copper coins, and the classification of that 
series by medallists. 

The coinage in question has been classed, by numisma- 
tists, under the heads of large, middle^ and small brass, 
which may be compared with our penny, half-penny, and 
farthing ; although the arrangement depends more upon 
the size of the head impressed on them, than on the 
breadth or thickness of the metal. 

The large brass series contains authentic likenesses of 
most of the emperors till the time of Gallienus, repre- 
sentations of remarkable edifices, &c. The middle brass, 
commonly called bronze, likewise furnishes many curious 
illustrations of the Roman history ; and the small series is 
useful for similar purposes : the latter being rare until the 
times of Valerian and Gallienus, when it becomes common, 
with the decline of the large brass series. 

The medallions struck at Rome, and in the provinces, 
at the commencement of the reigns of the emperors, or on 
other occasions, likewise form an important historical series. 
These were struck by the Greeks, in particular, as memo- 
rials of gratitude or flattery. Many appear to have been 
issued as pattern pieces ; and these abound after the time 
of Maximin, with the " tres monetae" on the reverse. They 
are apparently intended as specimens of art, for presents 
from the mint-master to the emperor, or from the emperor 
to his friends. The best of them are of brass, and are 
little worn, from not being in common circulation. They 
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are hence highly valued, and the more so in consequence 
of their scarcity, and beauty of design. Those from Julius 
Ceesar to Hadrian, besides, are much suspected, and the 
few genuine examples of this period, are hence only to be 
found in the choicest cabinets. 

The imperial silver series is likewise of high value and 
interest, and of various sizes. Much of it, however, is of 
base metal, more particularly the coins of potin, struck 
in Egypt. The common imperial series of gold coins, 
also forms a class of great beauty and perfection. 

Mr. Williams proceeded to remark on an advantage 
which the Roman coinage possesses over the Greek. The 
latter possesses comparatively little general historical 
value ; the devices of the cities where struck being, for the 
most part, as uniform as the portraits of the kings on the 
regal series, without the chronological advantages peculiar 
to the latter. The Roman imperial coins, on the other 
hand, in addition to their individual characters and inter- 
est, possess a general historical interest, in consequence 
of being, for the most part, struck to commemorate re- 
markable events. The difficulties of history are, conse- 
quently, cleared up by these contemporary records, which 
are so complete until the time of Constantine, that histo- 
ries have been compiled from them. They form the most 
authentic data in the Roman annals — the years of the 
consular and tribunitian offices held by the emperors, 
appearing in the front ; and, on the reverse, repre- 
sentations of the events whose dates are expressed on 
the other side. 

The coins of Trajan, Hadrian, and the Antonines, are 
remarkable for this, and for the accurate data which are 
thereby supplied to history, by which the mistakes of 
chroniclers are often corrected. 

Among the description of events commemorated, are 
the departure of the emperors on expeditions, their suc-» 
cesses and returns, their munificence to provinces wasted 
by famine, visits to the provinces, and benefits conferred 
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iluring such visits, Sec.; as in the case of Hadrian's visit ta 
Britain, a.d. 121. 

Conquered provinces are represented in a pleasing, and 
often poetical manner, as in the weeping *' Judsea capta" 
of the coins of Vespasian and Titus; and universal peace 
is symbolised by the closed temple of Janus, on medals of 
Nero, with the legend, " Pace Populo Romano terrae 
marique parta, Janum clusit." * 

The deaths and consecrations of emperors and empresses 
are depicted, and their virtues and other attributes beauti- 
fully personified. Happiness, hope, abundance, security, 
piety, modesty, are poetically represented, together with 
the different countries of the world, and the provinces of 
the empire. 

Even naturalists may derive advantage from the study 
of these coins — those struck on the occasion of the secular 
games, as the coins of Philip, representing various animals, 
some of which appear to be now unknown. 

Accurate portraits of persons of historical eminence are 
represented, so that busts may be referred to their owners 
by the agency of medals ; together with representations of 
buildings now in ruins, as^ they originally stood, as trium- 
phal arches, temples, &c.; so that the poet, the painter, 
the sculptor, and the architect, derive no less advantage 
from the study, than the historian. 

The finest coins and medallions are of the period from 
Nerva to Pertinax ; and those having Greek inscriptions 
are inferior to those with Latin, during this interval. 

We now arrive at the decline of the art : from the age 
of Constantine, there was a rapid decline in execution, the 

* A commentary on the amphibious and universal character of Janus, 
as god of the land and sea, maintained by Sir W. Betham. 

The reader^s attention should be directed to the complete description 
of these inestimable illustrations of history, which are to be found chrono- 
logically arranged, in Captain Smyth's ^* Descriptive Catalogue of a Ca- 
binet of Roman Imperial large Brass Medals,'' and in Mr. Akerman's 
<< Descriptive Catalogue of Rare and Inedited Roman Coins." 



43 

effects of which became conspicuous in the time of Theo- 
dosius. A further decline is observable in the time of Jus- 
tinian; while, under Phocas, and the succeeding Greek 
emperors, the coinage becomes wretched. The latter fur- 
nished the types of the European coinage during the middle 
ages, of which nothing can be worse than the workmanship. 
The English coins, from the Saxon times, till the reign of 
Henry VII., may be adduced in proof. 

The reyival, which succeeded this decline, may be dated 
from the middle of the fifteenth century, when Vittori 
Pisano, a painter of Verona, gave the first impulse to it by 
producing medals with portraits ; and, towards the end of 
that century, fine papal medals were issued, many of them 
being designed by eminent painters. Raphael, Julio Ro- 
mano, and other equally eminent artists, were thus em- 
ployed. The European coinage thus gradually revived, as 
exemplified by the English coins of Henry VII. and VIII., 
and their successors, which, though far inferior to the an- 
cient, shew a decided improvement on the more recent. 
The improvement, thenceforward, has continued, until the 
medals of Hamerain, Simon, and Dacier, &c., followed by 
those of our own times, including the present productions 
of British artists, are not inferior to those of ancient art. 

Mr. Williams concluded by the display of between one 
and two thousand admirable sulphur casts, illustrative of 
every stage and epoch of coinage, connected with his lecture. 

The thanks of the Society were voted to Mr, Wil- 
liams for his Lecture. 

Henry Ashlin, Esq. was elected a Member of the 
Society. 

The following gentlemen were elected Associates, viz. : 

Dr. G. F. Grotefend. 

M. L. DE LA SaUSSAYE. 

M. E. Cartier. 
M. L. DE Saulcy. 
John Barker, Esq. 
Dr. H. Grotb. 
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The undermentioned gentlemen were proposed as 
Members : 

Rev. Philip Hunt, LL.D. F.S.A. Prebend of Can- 
terbury. 

William Fuller Maitland^ Esq, Park Place, near 
Henley. 

Sir William Bet ham, Knt. F.S.A. Ulster King-at- 
Arms. 

William Rae Smee, Esq. of the Bank of England. 

Thomas Richardson Auldjo, Esq. of Naples. 

The Society adjourned to Thursday, the 15th of June. 



June 15, 1837. 



At the Sixth Ordinary Meeting of the Society, held 
in the apartments of the Royal Astronomical Society, on 
Thursday evening, the 15th of June, 1837, — . 

Dr. Lee, President, in the chair, — 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and con- 
firmed. 

Mr. Bollairt exhibited to the Society a Medal of 
the Columbian general, Bolivar. 

The following communications were also read. 

I. A letter from Mr. Bollairt, accompanied by a cast 
of the above-mentioned medal of Bolivar, It oflTers a 
fair profile likeness of that hero, but indifferently executed, 
surrounded by the inscription, Simon Bolivar , Lib. de Co- 
lumbia y del Peru; and, on the reverse, ruins of the Tem- 
ple of the Sun, at Cuzco, an Indian seated, and the rising 
sun, with the inscription, El Cuzco a su libertador^ 1825. 
The writer, who has travelled much over South America, 
has seen no other example of a commemorative medal 
struck in that part of the world. The original, in gold, 
ornamented with diamonds, and of the value of 25,000 
dollars, was presented to their leader, by the people of 



45 

Cuzco, in 1825, after the battle of Ayachuco, the last 
fought against the Spaniards by the South Americans. On 
his death, it was stolen, and the diamonds replaced by a 
scroll-work in gold, for suspension ; in which state it was 
purchased, in Peru, by a friend of Mr. Bollairt. 

II. A letter from Mr. Samuel Birch, *' On the Ta6u, or 
Knife-coin of the Chinese,'* an impression of which, from 
a rare example in the British Museum, accompanied the 
communication. It is of brass, or bell-metal, of the ap- 
pearance of light bronze, and consists of a perforated ring, 
and the upper portion of a cast fluted blade, having an 
iron-coloured granulation at the edge of the fracture. 

It appears, from the Chinese annals, that knives at- 
tached to the girdle were worn, at an early period, by the 
Tatar hordes on the frontiers of the empire, and that these 
instruments formed part of the tribute prescribed to con- 
quered tribes, and of the offerings presented by ambassa- 
dors. An instance was quoted, from Father Semedo, of 
600 knives, and as many files, being brought to the emperor 
by Mahommedan ambassadors, as late as the commence- 
ment of the seventeenth century : but, the use of knives as 
a medium of exchange, ascends to far higher antiquity. 
In the account of the Chinese currency, contained in the 
Chin-paon, a tract on precious things in general, and in 
the standard dictionary of China, knives of gold, silver, 
brass, iron, &c., are described as having been used under 
the early emperors, in common with silk and gems, as a 
medium of currency. An example, in gold, is quoted, of 
the reign of Wang-mang, a.d. 10, having a perpendicular 
inscription — one knife equivalent to 5000; another, of the 
same reign, is inscribed legal knife y 500 — the material not 
mentioned; and a third, of probably equal antiquity — 
keart'shaped spoon currency^ 500* Other examples are 
mentioned, with the names of the places where found, and 
of the discoverers, all probably belonging to nearly the 
same period. Of these, two only appear to have found 
their way to the European museums ; of one of which 
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Hager gives a drawing, from the imperial cabinet of France, 
and the other is that in our national museum. 

III. " Remarks on the Coins of Vespasian, with Vic- 
toria AvGvsTi," communicated through Mr. Akerman. 
This inscription occurs on a medal, in first brass, given in 
the Thesaurus Morellianus, having, for its type. Victory 
presenting the Palladium to the Emperor. The writer 
possesses a medal with a similar type, but having the 
legend ^tbrnitas. p. r., which, being much more appro- 
priate to the subject, he suspects may have been the ori- 
ginal inscription, but altered by Vespasian, who, from 
policy or vanity, was desirous that the stability of Rome 
should be imputed to his victories, — an opinion supported 
by the fact of so many different t3rpe8 having the same 
legend — Victoria Avovsti. 

IV, *^ On Roman Coin Moulds found at Lingwell Gate, 
near Wakefield, 1820," by the Rev. J. B. Reade ; accom- 
panied by specimens of the moulds. It is an undecided 
question, whether these and similar moulds were made at 
Rome, and sent out to the colonies to provide for the pay 
of the soldiers, or fraudulently manufactured where found, 
for the purpose of procuring an illicit supply of money. 
Of the first opinion was Mr. Taylor Combe, who conceives 
the object was to supply the deficiency of the military chest 
when on distant expeditions ; the coins cast in such moulds 
being much lighter than the regular currency, and partak- 
ing the character of what the French call pieces de necessiti, 
Mr. Hey, in a paper read before the Leeds Philosophical 
Society, contends, on the other hand, that the Romans 
universally struck their coins ; and that portable dies, and 
not moulds, were transmitted to the colonies under proper 
safeguards. That writer further observes, that all the 
moulds, together with the crucibles and funnels used in 
casting, which were turned up by the plough at Lingwell 
Grate, were formed of a blueish-white clay mixed with sand, 
which appeared in considerable plenty on the spot. 
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With a view to the adjustment of this question, the 
present writer has examined portions of the moulds^ under 
a magnifying power of 300, and finds that they abound 
with fossil infusoria^ principally of species of NoviculcBy and 
an undescribed species of Gaillonella, which he proposes to 
name G. Romana, He therefore suggests the examination 
of the clay mixed with sand, in which these moulds were 
found, and of which it is stated they were made ; and the 
presence or absence of the fossil infusoria, will at once 
bring the question to a satisfactory issue. 

The thanks of the Society were voted to the authors of 
these communications. 

Dr. LeemakS; of Leyden, was elected an Associate of 
the Society. 

The following gentlemen were elected TMembers : 

C. W, DiLKE, Esq. 
G. Bishop, Esq. 
Colonel Fox. 
W. A. A, White, Esq. 
John Hearne, Esq. 

The Treasurer announced the state of the funds of 
the Society^ for the few months during which it had 
existed as a public body. 

At the conclusion of the business of the evening, the 
President delivered an Address, of which the following is 
an abstract : 

He commenced by reverting to the necessity, as en- 
forced in his opening address, which had originated a 
society among the literary and scientific institutions of 
our country, whose primary object is the numismatic 
branch of history ; and he recapitulated the subjects 
which had been already brought forward, and, in many 
respects, materially elucidated, in proof of the success 
attendant on the undertaking, and of the probable bene- 
fits to learning and science, which may be anticipated 
from the Society's more matured effects. He adverted to 
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the growth and composition of the body, which ranks 
among its members, representatives from our public inati- 
tutions^ monetary as well as learned and scientific, the 
most eminent for their acquirements and labours ; and its 
consequent adaptation to the proposed ends : and, having 
stated that the nuclei of a library and collection had 
already been formed, through the liberality of members 
and of foreign benefactors, he proceeded to take a ge- 
neral review of monetary history ; of the present state 
of research in connexion with it ; and of the efforts in 
progress for its elucidation and advancement. The prin- 
cipal circumstances dwelt upon were briefly as follows : — 

While most of the other branches of art and science, 
may be traced to an Oriental original, that of coined 
money is peculiarly European. To Greece, the maturer 
of the rest, must be attributed this one great and useful 
invention, which gave currency to the original weighed 
lumps of metal of the patriarchal times, after these had 
been succeeded in Western Asia, and many of its colonies, 
by that singular variety of commercial media, the ring- 
money, which recent discovery demonstrates to have been 
prevalent from Arabia, Egypt, and Nubia, in the east, to 
the coast of Guinea and the British Isles, in the west ; 
and the first historical indication of which may probably be 
found in Job, xlii. 11,"*^ it being much more likely that the 
quantity of ear-rings, spoken of in that text, was be- 
stowed on the patriarch as valuable property, than for 
mere ornaments, which he could not have worn. 

This medium of commerce does not, however, appear 
either from history or modem discovery, to have found 

* This passage seems fully to replace the dubious reading of anmdiSf 
' rings,' in Coesar de Bell. Gall. v. 12, with reference to the currency of the 
Britons. Scaliger, and tlie best critics, prefer taleis, blocks. Dr. Lee*s 
suggestion is hence peculiarly happy in pointing out, perhaps, the only 
actual written historical glimpse of a currency which, from its wide ex- 
tension, must necessarily be of the highest antiquity, independently of the 
support derived to it from hieroglyphic discovery. 
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its way into Greece, where, every circumstance leads to 
the conclasion, that the Abrahamic lump or piece of silver, 
constituted the medium, until it became transformed into 
a coin. It would hence follow, that the intermediate form 
of currency, either originated subsequently to the arrival 
of the Grecian colonies from the east, or was not in use 
in their original settlements. 

The president then proceeded to shew, from a collation 
of several of the texts in Scripture, where the lump of 
silver is mentioned, as forming the currency among the 
early descendants of Abraham, the Canaanites, the Egyp- 
tians, and the Philistines ; that it consisted of pieces of 
metal of equalised weight, as more particularly appears 
from Judges, xvi. 6, and xvii. 2 ; so that the earliest 
Gb'ecian coinage simply authenticated values, that had 
been understood from the remotest antiquity. 

He fiirther observed, that, while the nations already 
mentioned, had an established metallic equivalent by 
weight, the transactions with Tyre and Sid on, in con- 
nexion with the works of the Temple of Jerusalem, present 
the remarkable exception of payment in goods, or a simple 
exchange of property by barter, not only in the times of 
David and Solomon (1 Kings, v. 10, 11; 2 Chron. ii. 
3, 10); but in that of Ezra (Ezra, iii. 7), five centuries 
later — an exception regarding the most commercial peo- 
ple of antiquity, which ofiers a curious and important 
question for solution ; and the interest of this is au^ 
mented by the circumstance, that nearly all the extant 
remains of Phoenician art, are those of a coined currency. 

The first epoch of coined money was then adverted to, 
and the claims of all those to whom the invention has 
been ascribed in times preceding Phidon, and of those 
which follow him, as original inventors, were shewn to be 
equally invalid and unsupported; while the claims of 
Phidon rest upon a combination of historical and inci- 
dental proofs which establish them in the most satisfactory 
manner ; as^ the consent of the best and most ancient his- 

E 
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torical authorities, the corresponding appearance of the 
coins of iBgina, the seat of Phidon's issue, the silence of 
Homer on the question of money, at a period immediately 
preceding the date to which the issue is assigned ; and 
the prohibitory laws of Lycurgus in that immediately 
following — points, which, although involved in slight 
chronological difficulties, are not the less decisive on the 
question with which they are connected ; the monetary 
order of the history being conclusive for that of the dates, 
were we otherwise unable to classify them. 

Passing over those stages of ancient coinage, which 
had been already elucidated before the Society, Dr. Lee 
next alluded to a source from which monetary history has 
recently been considerably extended, and by which our 
knowledge of the history of nations has been advanced, — 
the extensive series of Indo-Bactrian coins, collected by 
Lieutenant Burnes, Colonel Tod, Dr. Honigberger, Ge- 
nerals AUard and Ventura, Mr. Masson, and other dis- 
tinguished individuals. These have occupied the attention 
of scholars in the East, on the continent of Europe, and in 
our own country ; and have restored to us the names of 
many rulers of the divided empire of Alexander, hitherto 
unknown. He announced that he had reason to expect 
that the collected results of these inquiries would be laid 
before the Society at an early stage of the next Session, 
by a valued member, whose acquirements and researches 
in Oriental and classical literature and antiquities, pecu- 
liarly qualify him for the task. 

Another, and more ancient department of monetary 
history, has been materially elucidated, or rather recovered 
from oblivion, through the zeal and labours of a distin- 
guished antiquary ; and, the existence of the ancient ring- 
money already adverted to, which had been heretofore little 
more than suspected, has been extensively traced and de- 
monstrated, in a manner that replaces the almost total 
gilencie of history on that question, — a discovery which 
connects itself in a manner equally remarkable and im- 
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portant with those hieroglyphic records which the learning 
and sagacity of our own age has likewise recovered from 
oblivion. 

But, although these extraordinary records clearly fur- 
nish us with the ring currency of ancient times, they as 
clearly furnish us with the same negative, which is to be 
deduced from the rest of Oriental history, regarding the 
existence of any absolute coinage in the East, which does 
not immediately derive itself from the Greek ; as the old- 
est Egyptian coins, the Ptolemaic, place beyond further 
question. 

The hieroglyphic and numismatic studies, however, 
supply us with a parallel in another way. Until a very 
recent period, both these fields of historical desiderata 
offered little more than an interesting, but misunderstood 
chaos of elements, although varying in density, which 
were at the mercy of every speculator. Eckhel did for 
medallic history, what Young and ChampoUion achieved 
for the hieroglyphic ; while their successors have equally 
profited by the foundations thus laid, and rendered the 
medallic and hieroglyphic branches of research accessible. 

By the investigation of every question connected with 
the former, and tracing the geographical relations of an- 
cient coins and medals, Eckhel restored them to their 
place in history, and raised the study to its due rank 
among the historical sciences. The extended superstruc- 
ture which M. Mionnet has raised upon the foundatipn 
laid by that incomparable scholar and antiquary, is known 
^o every numismatist. The * Doctrina Nummorum/ and 
the * Description des Medailles Antiques,' should have a 
place in the library of every admirer of the authentic 
elements of history. 

The important investigations at present in progress on 
the currencies of ancient Egypt, Italy, Gaul, Britain, and 
Ireland, by Members and Associates of the Numismatic 
Society, were adverted to ; but, on these questions the 
fime of the Society did not permit of enlargement on the 



52 

present occasion. The advantages likely to accrue to his- 
tory from a more rigorous examination of modem poins 
and medals, or those posterior to the age of Charlemagne, 
were suggested and enforced ; these offering pictorial re- 
cords of persons and events, analogous to the Roman 
series, with the additional advantages of that accuracy in 
regard to dates and many other points, which necessarily 
augments as time advances. 

Many forcible passages were adduced from the works 
of former and living writers, demonstrative of how closely 
medallic science entwines itself with those branches of 
knowledge which are more generally understood, and of 
the extensive advantages and illustrations which must ne- 
cessarily attend its extension among the students of history 
and antiquities. 

The address concluded by an eloquent appeal to the 
members and the literary commonwealth, for the strenu- 
ous promotion of the objects of an institution, which pro- 
mises to become a focus for the concentration of many 
widely scattered rays of history, and for the subsequent 
diffusion of them through the horizon of science and 
literature. 

Thanks were then voted to the President, for the 
zeal and ability with which he had conducted the affairs 
of the Society, and for his indefatigable attention to its 
interests and advancement. 

Resolved unanimously. That the President be re- 
quested to permit his Address to be printed. 

The Society then adjourned to Thursday, the 16th of 
November, at Seven p.m. 
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THE PRESIDENTS ADDRESS, 

Delivered on the I9th July^ 1838. 



It will now be proper for me, and I can do so with much 
satisfaction, to request your attention to the present state 
of the Society, compared with' that in which we found 
it when I was last called upon to address you. 

At that period, the conclusion of our first session, we 
had existed as a body only for about six months ; a year has 
since passed away, and I trust that I may venture to say 
that the improvement of our position^ as a public society, 
has been such as affords grounds for congratulation. 

The present age is distinguished by the existence of 
many recently formed societies, each zealously intent on 
investigating the objects of nature or of art, which come 
under its peculiar cognisance. At the same time, all of 
them are willing to promote, with proper feeling, the 
objects of each other, together with those matters which 
come under their joint consideration. 

Our great object, it must be always borne in mind, 
is to promote the study of Numismatics. I shall now, 
therefore, after a few preliminary observations, briefly 
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record a part, at least, of the progress made in this branch 
of knowledge, more particularly in connexion with our 
institution, since I last had the honour of addressing you ; 
having neither the ability nor the means to prepare a 
complete statement of the progress of Numismatic science 
even in England, and much less of that on the Continent 
of Europe, since our last annual meeting. 

With respect to our Society, I need hardly remark on 
the rapid progress it has made from the few original 
members who, less than two years ago, barely hoped that, 
in the course of time, such an institution might be em- 
bodied, to the numerous and highly gifted associates of 
whom the Society can now boast. 

To those zealous individuals who came voluntarily 
forwp,rd in the time of need to add their names to our 
infant association, we are peculiarly indebted for the 
success which, as a body, we now enjoy : while it is but 
due to the members who have since joined us, to mention 
that many of them have expressed their regret that they 
had not known of our intentions, as otherwise they would 
willingly have enrolled their names at the fi^rst onset. 
I could also, with propriety, refer to the important ser- 
vices which have been rendered by the Council, and par- 
ticularly by the Secretaries, during the past year, as on 
former occasions. More than a simple allusion to these 
services may not, however, be agreeable to them. 

Your Council have, during the past year, proceeded 
according to the best of its judgment, to conduct your ^ 

affairs in a kind of patriarchal state of government, and 
without any fixed rules or laws, trusting to your confidence 
and indulgence for the sanction of measures conducted 
under such circumstances. 

The rapid increase of members has, however, now 
called upon it to introduce some measures which, in its 
infant state, the Society could defer. A code of laws for 
our guidance thus became requisite, and a Committee was 
recently formed to prepare such a code. 
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The result of tbeir labours has been laid before the 
Council, and has received its approval ; it is now, there- 
fore, presented for your sanction and acceptance; and, 
although our Institutes may not be equal in importance to 
those of the Emperor Justinian, nor destined to extend 
over so great a dominion as that of Rome — although they 
may not he so comprehensive as the Institutes of Menu, 
nor destined to regulate the fate and happiness of millions 
of our fellow-creatures — although they may not be pre- 
pared with so much lucid order as the Institutes of the 
laws of England; still our code will, I hope, be found 
sufficient for all the exigencies and occurrences which 
may arise in the Society for the regulation of which it is 
intended: and, in addition to the thanks of the Council, 
which have already been given to those meritorious mem- 
bers of our body, to whose attention and judgment we 
are indebted for these laws, the general approbation and 
thanks of the whole Society will, I feel assured, be most 
cprdially awarded. 

Having thus adverted to the most important of our 
transactions during the interval since I last had the 
pleasure of addressing you, I shall now proceed to men- 
tion a few circumstances in connexion with the progress 
of the Society, and of Numismatics generally, within 
that period. 

During the past year, our Society has been favoured 
with many valuable communications, which have been 
read at its evening meetings, and analyses of the whole 
of them will be printed as soon as the arrangements of the 
Council will permit. 

In addition to these manuscript communications, I am 
happy to announce to you tliat, through the liberality 
of some of the members, our library has received several 
valuable donations, of which a catalogue will be printed 
as early as it appears expedient. The books may, how- 
ever, be seen and used by the members at their pleasure. 

Our collection of coins and medals has also received 
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considerable additions during the past year, Exclusively of 
the princely donation of Lord Prudhoe ; and an interesting 
collection of casts of medallions of the Roman series, 
has been presented to the Society by a respected mem- 
ber, Mr, Williams, 

Among the distinguished foreigners whom the So- 
ciety numbers with its associates, I may mention Count 
Maurice Von Dietrichstein, the superintendent of the 
Archaeological and Numismatic Collection attached to the 
Imperial Library at Vienna — a gentleman whose services 
to literature, and whose obliging attentions to our country- 
men, are too well known to need any encomium on my 
part ; and the Society is indebted to him for the gift of a 
medal* of the Abbate Joseph Eckhel, which was struck 
to commemorate the first secular festival in honour of 
that great Numismatist, whom, as Englishmen, we may 
fairly denominate the Newton of numismatic science. 

Since the concluding meeting of the previous season, 
the Society has to lament the loss of several valuable mem- 
bers; and, among them, that of Mr. Matthew Young. 
This gentleman was personally so well known to most 
of those whom I am now addressing, as to render any 
remarks from me almost unnecessary ; but the decease 
of a person of such known merit cannot be noticed in this 
place without its due tribute of respect. 

Mr. Young was the son of a dealer in medals, who 
resided for some years on Ludgate Hill. He was born 
on the 6th of October, 1771, and from youth became a 
collector of coins and medals, though his father in- 
tended to have established him as a goldsmith. After 
his father's decease, he was enabled to follow the bent 
of his inclinations, and became a very distinguished 
dealer in coins. His urbanity, judgment, and experience. 



* Engraved by Luigi Manfredini, chief engraver of the Imperial 
Mint at Milan, from a drawing by Pietru Fandi, draughtsman and engraver 
to the Kcyal and Imperial Museum. 



221 



soon obtained for him the esteem of a large circle of 
intelligent and learned correspondents, while his strict 
integrity gained for him the most unreserved confidence. 
Thus he long lived, known and respected by all the 
great collectors, till, at length, after a short illness, he 
died at his house in Tavistock Street, on the 12th of 
last July ; and in him the Society has lost one of its 
original members, and numismatic science one of its 
most zealous supporters. 

I shall next advert to a few of the papers which have 
been read before the Society during the past session, and 
submit to your consideration such illustrations of numis- 
matic science as the perasal of them has suggested to me. 
Among these may be mentioned an interesting memoir, 
•' On the Stone-worship of the Ancients, illustrated by their 
Coins,'* by Mr. Akerman ; and which, in addition to being 
a communication of much learned research, appears to be 
highly useful for elucidating several passages of the ancient 
Scriptures. 

Thus, the passage in 2 Samuel, vi. 3-13, which men- 
tions, that the ark of the covenant was borne in a cart, 
seems to be elucidated by the representation of the Tyrian 
goddess, who was carried about in a car on four wheels, 
according to the manner of the Phoenicians ; and this 
imitation of heathen customs probably constituted part of 
the ofience of David and his men, followed by the death 
of Uzzah for touching the ark, and allowing the oxen to 
shake it, instead of ordering it to be carried, according 
to the law, as expounded in Numbers, vii. 9, on the 
shoulders of the sons of Uzzah — a practice imitated, like 
nearly all the sacred institutions, in the heathen rites of 
antiquity, as appears from the prophet Jeremiah, x. 5, in 
which it is mentioned, with reference to the idols, that, 
not having the power to speak, or animation, " they 
must needs be borne, because they cannot go." 

This practice of carrying idols is brought completely 
before us in that fertile source of illustration, the con- 
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temporary archaeology of Egypt. Eustathius, with re- 
ference to Homer's Ethiopian festival of Jupiter and the 
gods, tells us, that their statues were carried about in 
procession at an annual festival at Diospolis, or Thebes ; 
and we accordingly find, from the Rosetta inscription, and 
from an hieroglyphic calendar on the wall of the temple of 
Medinet Abou, which M. ChampoUion has quoted in his 
thirteenth letter from Egypt, that the statues of the 
Egyptian divinities were carried out in procession. The 
litter in which their godships were borne is the hierogly^ 
phic symbol for a festival or monthly assembly— the Pane- 
gyris : and I take leave to annex sketches of it from the 
pillar of Rosetta, one in connexion with the hieroglyphic 
group representing *' monthly," and a second, in which 
are seen the images of the gods, (See PI. A. Figs. 1, 2, 
3, 4,) as materially illustrative of the present question ; 
and because the meaning of the symbol is clearly shewn 
by the foregoing allusions to be a litter^ although this has 
not hitherto been recognised by hierologists. 

The practice also prevailed among the Babylonians, 
as appears by the apocryphal epistle of Jeremy, verse 4. 
" Now shall ye see in Babylon gods of silver, and of 
gold, and of wood, borne upon shoulders, which cause 
the nations to fear ;" and, verse 26, " They are borne upon 
shoulders, having no feet, whereby they declare unto men 
that they be nothing worth : " and it is further illustrated 
2 Esdras, verse 45 ; Wisdom of Solomon, xiii. 10 ; xiv. 
20, 21, &c. 

This custom of carrying idols was likewise common to 
the Greeks and Romans, and has, from them, descended 
to modern times, being annually practised in Greece, 
Italy, and Sicily, at the present day. 

The next subject to which I shall request your atten- 
tion is the series of new and important facts regarding 
the Roman mintage,* which have been recently elicited 

- * In the *^ X^olice des Monumens deposes dans la Cabinet des Medailles 
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by simultaneous researches in this country and in France, 
as set forth in the communications of the Rev. J. B. 
Reade to this Society, on the coin-moulds discovered at 
Lingwell Gate, and in those by MM. F. Poey d'Avant 
and Hiver, which have appeared in the '* Revue Numis- 
matique Frangaise*' (Ne. III. for 1837), on the similar 
discoveries at Damery ; and as illustrated by the scientific 
experiments of Mr. Reade, whose geological researches 
have thus materially contributed to the advancement of 
numismatic inquiry. 

Nor have the general elucidations of numismatic 
history which have been read before the Society been 
less interesting. We are obliged to our learned mem- 
ber, Mr. Birch, for having followed up his paper on the 
Chinese knife-money, read during our first session, by 
another, on the erasures which appear on the coins of the 
Emperors Caracalla and Geta, struck at Pergamus and 
Stratotiicaea ; and our excellent member and Hebraist, 
Mr. Thomas Yeates — who is well known as a scholar in 
the Chaldaic and Syriac languages, and as the collator of 
the celebrated manuscript of Dr. Buchanan — has favoured 
us with an historical account of the Jewish shekel deduced 
from the sacred records of that people : while we are 
indebted to Mr. C. R. Smith, Mr. Bonomi, Mr. Haggard, 
a member of the Council, Mr. Belfour, Mr. Tonna, Mr. 
Cuff, and Mr. Williams, for valuable communications 
illustrative of numismatic antiquities, history, discovery, 
and art, which have advanced the purposes of our Society, 
and to which I regret that my prescribed limits permit me 
only thus briefly to allude. 

Antiques et Pierres Gravies de la Biblioih^quedu Roi," Paris, 8vo. 1834, 
there is a plate, No. 25, which illustrates this subject. It represents an 
instrument in the form gf a horse-shoe, with a joint for striking coins; 
and a coin of iron was found with it, having on the obverse a bust of 
the Emperor Constans — the letters S T A N S being legible ; and on the 
reverse, a figure of Victory with a trophy — the word VICTOR. D. N. 
being legible. 
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Among many other valuable services, we are indebted 
to Sir Henry Ellis, one of the members of the Council, for 
the communication of various additional papers and infor- 
mation, including interesting additions to Ruding's general 
" Annals of the Coinage," and to the particular history of 
the coinage of the Archbishops of York ; as well as for bis 
communication on the early Saxon styca, which appeared 
in the sixth number of the Numismatic Journal, and for 
his readiness at all times to promote the objects and wishes 
of the Society. 

To Edward Hawkins, Esq. another member of the 
Council, our thanks are due for valuable communications 
on the coins of Northumbria, and the early Saxon stycas 
and pennies;* more particularly for his paper on the 
coinage of the ancient Britons, in which he has, by a 
laborious collation of manuscripts in the British Museum, 
established the true reading of the well-known passage 
in Caesar's ''Commentaries," respecting the money of the 
ancient Britons, by which it is evident, that, contrary 
to the opinion of Scaliger, and the principal editorial critics, 
our British ancestors possessed a stamped currency of gold, 
silver, and brass money ,t previous to the Roman invasion. 
The learned writer has thus not only rendered an impor- 
tant 8ei*vice to numismatic science, but likewise to general 
history and criticism. 

* There are no records of the internal constitution of the Heptarchic 
mint, so far as discovered. When the Heptarchy was dissolved, and its 
kingdoms united into one sovereignty, it appears, that the mints were 
regulated by laws framed in the Witenagemote, or great council of the 
nation, although the moneyers are expressly said to be the kings. Leges 
AlhelstanL Wilkins, Leges Anglo-Saxonica^ p. 59. 

f Tiie Britons do not appear to have at that time discovered that their 
own country produced copper, and it was therefore imported, while iron 
was furnished by their own mines though in smal^quantities. The Roman 
mints, if any were worked in Britain, might possibly be supplied with gold 
and silver from the mines of the island ; for, while Caesar (v. 19) acquaints 
us that white lead was found in the interior, and iron on the coasts, Strabo 
and Tacitus (De Vita Agricolse) enumerate the former metals among its 
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The Society is obliged to Isaac Preston Cory, Esq., for 
his paper '* On the Introduction of the Decimal Notation in 
Money," an improvement which he shews might easily be 
carried into effect, by striking two coins in silver with new 
denominations,* and would be atteuded with much public 
advantage and convenience, without any inconvenience to 
those who might prefer the present duodecimal system in 
the keeping of accounts. The plan appears worthy the 
attention of government, and to merit a fair trial, more 
particularly in consequence of its tendency, aided by the 
British Convention dollar suggested by the writer, 
(the Victorine ?), to simplify international currencies and 
exchanges^ 

I shall now digress for the purpose of alluding to 
several important papers on numismatic subjects, which, 
although not read at our meetings, have appeared, since 
the formation of this Society, in the pages of the *' Numis- 
matic Journal," edited by one of our learned secretaries, 
and which would in all probability never have been pub- 
lished if the Numismatic Society had not been instituted. 

Among these I call the attention of the members to the 
following interesting essays " On Coins of Venice," and 
" An Inedited Silver Fiorino," by Mr. Pfister; *' On the 
Gold Triens, with Dorovernis Civitas on the reverse," by 

products, although Cicero (Epist. ad Famil. vii. 7) was ignorant of this 
fact, '* In Britannia nihil esse audio, neque auri, neque argenti/' 

Suetonius (I. 47) mentions the pearls of Britain as Caesar's chief in- 
ducement to its conquest. They are represented by Pliny as being small 
and of a bad colour; and yet Caesar seems to have been so proud of those 
which he acquired by his descent upon tjie island, that he thought them 
worthy to adorn the statue of Venus. — (Plin. Hist. Nat. ix. 35.) 

* Instead of the names of a stiver and a florin which the author sug- 
gests for the new coins, I should prefer those of a " Cory" and a " Smyth," 
from respect to the compiler of Ancient Fragments/* and the author of the 
*^ Descriptive Catalogue of Roman large Brass Coins ;" without in the least 
meaning to build on the metallic associations offered by the names of our 
learned friends, which ascend to the age of the Corybantes and the Idaei 
Dactyli,the first Smiths, or workers in the metals, according to the Greeks! 
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M. Longperier; ** On the Coins of Huath King of North- 
umberiand," and " On the Coins of the Acheean Leagae/' 
by John Lindsay, Esq. ; ** Remarks on the Marquis de 
Lagoy's Description of inedited Medals of Massilia, 
G]anam, the Canicenses, and the Auscii ;" ** On Medallic 
Engraving," by Vincent Nolte, Esq. ; " On the Coins of 
Marcus J. Brutus and of Decimus Brutus ;" *^ On the Coins 
of AUectus and Constans ;" "On the Coins of the Ancient 
Britons;" ** On Tradesmen's Tokens ;" " On the Money 
called LucuUea;" "On the Class of Coins denominated 
* Restored,' " by the Rev. E. C. Brice ; "On the Ancient 
Coins of Great Britain, considered as Works of Art." 

I shall close these incidental notices by alluding to 
Mr. T. L. Donaldson's letter to the Duke of Sussex, of 
which the writer has presented a number of copies to the 
Society. It contains a plan for the promotion of art, 
science, and literature, aided by the moderate but effec- 
tual assistance of government ; and among many interest- 
ing suggestions advanced by Mr. Donaldson, that of a 
building in some central position in the metropolis, exclu- 
sively appropriated to the use of literary and scientific 
bodies, claims particular attention. That this and other 
public institutions, and, as a consequence, the interests of 
science and literature, would be materially benefited by the 
carrying out of such a plan, there is no room to doubt. 

I shall now return to the subjects more immediately 
connected with our Society. At the meeting of March 
15th, a communication was read by an intrepid traveller, 
on the Numismatics of the New World, in which we are 
informed, among various matters of interest, that the seeds 
of the cocoa-tree were used in Mexico* in the time of the 
early Aztec kings as a substitute for a currency ; and that 



* It was in Mexico, remarks Mr. Bollaert, that the first (South Ameri- 
can) mint was established ; and it would appear tliat the same architect 
built the noble mints of Potosi and Chili. There were mints likewise at 
Lima; Santa Fe da Bogota, Guatemala, he. 
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one of the species of the capsicum, called the Indian Uchu, 
was adopted in some villages of Peru, as a monetary 
medium. These are curious numismatic and botanical 
facts, and the more so, as being practised in a country 
famous for its mineral riches and other treasures. 

These facts are interesting to numismatists, because 
they add another representative for money to the numer* 
ous ones already known — as the gold icings of Egypt, 
Nubia, and Ethiopia, and of the Phoenicians and Celts; 
the cowries of Africa ; the cattle of ancient Greece and 
Etruria ; the leather used in cases of emergency in Eng- 
land,* France, and Holland, and also in Tartary ;t the 
lead money of the Romans and English; and the red 
feathers of the islands of the Pacific Ocean. 

In reference to the foregoing relationship of Numis- 
matics with botany, it may be recollected, that the weights 
of the Romans are said to have derived their form from 
the seeds of the lentil ; and by a statute made in the 
thirty-first year of King Edward I., the penny was directed 
to be bound and not clipped, and to be equal in weight 
to thirty-two grains of wheat taken from the middle of 
the ear .J 

* The leather money of Edward I. bore his name, stamp, and picture. 
— Ruding, 

+ From a passage in Mandeville's "Voiage," London, 1727, 8 vo. 
p. 287, it appears that both a leather and paper currency existed in 
Tartary during the fourteenth century, and that it was the only repre- 
sentative of money throughout the dominions of the Great Khan, under 
whose authority it was issued, and, like our bank-notes, renewed when 
worn out by circulation. 

X So the carat used for weighing gold, from its first introduction into 
the mint by Henry III., is a bean, the fruit of an Abyssinian tree called 
koara. This bean, from the time of its being gathered, varies very little 
in weight ; and it seems to have been in the earliest ages a weight for 
gold in Africa. In India, it is used as a weight for diamonds, &c. (See 
Bruce's " Travels," vol. v. p. 66.) 

On this subject, my friend, the Rev. G. C. Renouard, has favoured me 
with the following remark, " Carat, a small weight used by goldsmiths 

and lapidaries ; is a corruption of the Arabic word '^y^y Kirat, bor- 
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It has in fact been repeatedly and most truly observed, 
that the cultivation of the various branches of art and 
science by dilSerent societies, not only tends to the 
advancement of each of these branehes in particular, but, 
that such is the natural connexion that exists between 
them all, they raatually and reciprocally assist each other: 
so that whilst a member may be pursuing his favourite 
study, and diving into the recesses of nature, in order to 
bring to light some new fact; in the attainment of this 
object, he often trenches upon other subjects which may 
lead to discoveries in some kindred department of natu- 
ral history or of the arts. This position is forcibly illus- 
trated by the physical inquiries of the Rev. J. B. Reade, 
to which I have alluded ; and also by a communication 
which has been made to the Geological Society by another 
associate of our labours (Mr. BoUaert), on the metallife- 
rous veins of the Peruvian provinces. 

The thanks of the Society are also due to their learned 
secretary, Mr. Cullimore, whose chronological and Egypt- 
ian labours are well known to this Society and the literary 
public, for his memoir on the darics, in which several 
points of great interest to the historian, chronologist, 
numismatist, and geographer, have been ably treated ; and 
among these an interesting fact connected with the ad- 
vancement of numismatic science, that of the connexion 
of the Persepolitan sculptures with the darics, which is 
elucidated by a cylinder or rolling seal,* purchased by the 

rowed from the Greek Kt^anavy pronounced Kerdt by the modern Greeks, 
and signifying the bean of the Siliqua dulcis of the ancients — the Kharat 
of the Arabs ; whence our carat is called by scientific botanists Ceratonia 
Siliqtta. 

* The following is an extract from a communication from Mr. Culli- 
more: — "That cylinders were commonly used as seals by the Baby- 
lonians, is clear from Herodotus ; and that they were used as pledges is 
in an equal degree proved by Mr. Landseer, in his * Sabsean lie- 
searches,' as in the case of the patriarch Judah. It hence looks, as if, 
to a limited extent, they may be considered numismatic. There, however, 
would appear to be no actual duplicates (the inscriptions being always 
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British Maseum at tlie sale of Mr. Salt's Egyptian collec- 
tion, and which is probably unique, confirRied by a cylin- 
der in the Museum of Leyden, and subsequently by 
another vrhich has come into my possessioD. 1 here sub- 
mit to the Society a sketch of the first mentioned of 
these cylinders in an accurate wood-cut, together with 



engraved sketches of the others, accompanied by the 
analogous daric type, and an additional Persepolitan 
cylinder deposited in the British Maseum by Mr. Bonomi. 
Certain analogies between some classee of these gems 
— principally the Babylonian — and the votive tablets of 
^7pt — had been for some time made known by Dr. Grote- 
fend and Mr. Cullimore ; but this fact connects the Perse- 
politan sculptures of the best period of Oriental art, which 
was about the reign of Darius Hystaepes (whose name is 
equally read on the sculptures in question, and on the 
unique cylinder of Mr. Salt), with numismatic science ; 
while it is known that Babylonian designs appear on a 
variety of medals, having Phcenician and Greek inscrip- 
tions of Phoenicia, Asia Minor, Cyprus, Macedon, and 
countries as far westward as Sicily and Carthage. The 
question will no doubt be followed up and fully in- 

diSereDt nhen the types are alike, so &r as I have examined them), aod 
Ihia looks as if all had reference lo difierent families, like armorial bear- 
ings. The more numerous they become, they are the more valuable, iu 
consequence of the data nhich are thusaSbrded for a cycle ofancieDtail, 
aod perhaps alw (^literature and roytliolosy." 
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vestigated by our learned and valued associate, Professor 
Grotefend, and the other scholars who have made this 
branch of inquiry the object of their study ; and I doubt 
not, that, by perseverance, they v^ill succeed in the com- 
plete elucidation of it. 

Nor should I omit to mention Mr. Bonomi's interest- 
ing present to the Society of two specimens of the gold 
ring-money, now current in Nubia, obtained by him 
from a Jelab, or slave-merchant, when travelling in that 
country; and his valuable communication on the cur- 
rencies of Egypt, Nubia, Kordofan, and Darfour, which 
accompanied them, and was read at our meeting of May 
24th. It is evident, from this communication, that in the 
small gold rings presented to us, and in the larger silver 
rings, also current in Nubia, which all consist of bent 
wire, not joined, but adapted to be connected in the form 
of a chain, we have the actual representation of the cur- 
rency of the ancient Ethiopians and Egyptians, as ap- 
pears by the hieroglyphic sculptures and paintings, in 
which it is not uncommon to see men weighing rings, 
and a scribe taking note of their number and value — 
the gold rings being painted yellow^ and the silver whiter 
with the hieroglyphics of those metals occasionally en- 
graved or painted near them. A- similar chain of rings 
to that of the Jelab, from whom Mr. Bonomi obtained 
those in question, is moreover represented among the 
offerings brought by a people of the south to Pharaoh 
Rameses II., as depicted on the walls of the small temple 
at Kalabshe, in Nubia, where, as well as in Egypt, the 
practice of weighing money is still in use. 

The statement of Mr. Bonomi is confirmed by Mr. 
Wilkinson, in various passages of his excellent work on 
the "Topography of Thebes," in which he mentions gold 
and silver rings, like those still common in Sennaar, 
among the tributes brought by the Ethiopians to the 
Pharaohs — ^Thothmos III. and Amenoph III. — as repre- 
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sen ted in the sculptures; together with sealed bags of 
money — a circumstance which elucidates the history of 
the sealed bags spoken of in the ninth chapter of the book 
ofTobit* 

Nor is the mode of weighing this currency, as described 
from the hieroglyphics, by Mr. Wilkinson, less singular 
than the currency itself — the weight, half-weight, and 
quarter-weight, being respectively represented by a calf, 
the head of an ox,t and small oval balls : facts that 
forcibly remind us of the kesita^ or lamb currency, of the 
ancient Canaanites and Hebrews,;]: the pecunim of the 
Romans, and the animal currencies and standards of 
some of the African nations of the present day, more par- 
ticularly the Fedgaty or piece of cloth, which Mr. Bonomi 
acquaints us passes at Kordofan and Darfour, and is equal 
in value to a full grown sheep, and also, to sixty pieces of 

* These bags, from the circumstance of their being sealed, consisted 
probably of a certain specified number of pieces of money or metal, of a 
fixed size and weight ; or, at least, of a quantity of metal of a fixed 
weight — in all probability a talent, as would appear by the history of the 
bags of silver given by Naaman to Gehazi (2 Kings, y. 23), each of 
which contained a talent, and was, together with a change of raiment, 
enough for one man to carry. 

The hieroglyphic ring, or loop^ expressing money, may have been 
modified so as to represent such a bag as the above. So the crucible is 
the hieroglyphic representative of gold, and the crucible crossed by a 
leek, signifying '^ white,*' that of white gold, or silver, in correspondence 
with the beautiful principle of symbolic combination, explained in Cham- 
pollion's '^Grammaire Egyptienne," tom. i. pp. 49, 323. Figures of 
these will be found in the Miscellaneous Plate, Nos. 5, 6, 7. 

t A standard apparently connecting the religion and currency of the 
l£gyptians, and affording an additional inducement for the adoption of 
their bovine worship by the idolatrous and mercenary Jews. 

X And also of the Africans of the early ages of Christianity, according 
to Rabbi Akiba, as quoted in a communication sent roe by our learned 
member, Mr. Williams, who is of opinion that the kesita presented to the 
patriarch Job by his friends, together with ear-rings (xlii. 2), and which 
term is rendered ** a piece of money *' in our translation, were actual lambs, 
as may be inferred from the enumeration of Job's property — 14,000 sheep, 
&c., which immediately follows in verse 12. 

T 
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the rude iron money, named Hashshash^ of whkh an 
example will be found in Plate A. fig. 8. 

With the statement of Mr. Bonomi and Mr. Wilkin- 
son, on the ring-money of Egypt and Nubia, with which 
Mr. Hoskins agrees. Sir William Betham's account of 
that of the ancient Gauls, Britons, and Irish, deduced 
from history, and confirmed by the disinterment of this 
currency in Ireland, is perfectly in unison; and the 
whole furnishes an additional, and I may fairly say a 
literal^ chain of evidence for connecting the history of 
all these nations, as well as that of the Phoenicians and 
others, by their common element of commerce, from the 
remotest antiquity.** 

In closing my remarks on the papers produced by 
the late numismatic year, I shall advert to a communica- 
tion which may be deemed one of the most important 
elicited by the proceedings of this or any other learned 
society. I mean that upon the recently discovered Greeco- 
Bactrian and Greeco-Indian coins, with which a dis- 
tinguished scholar has favoured this Society, agreeably to 
the anticipation expressed in my last address ; and which 
presents us with chronological and literary results derived 
from the minute records of our peculiar branch of study, 
so similar to those which hieroglyphic discovery, founded 
on the bilingual tablet of Rosetta^ and the chronological 
tablet of Abydos, has derived from the stupendous monu- 

* '' I have long been satisfied,** remarks Sir William Betbam, << tliat the 
Etruscans were an early Phoenician colony, and of the same race as the 
Pelasgi.'*— (Transactions of the Royal Irish Academy, Vol. xviii. p. 74.) 
I agree with this learned writer, that they were of the same race as the 
Pelasgi ; and conceive that they probably came through Phoenicia with 
the Pelasgi from Egypt, at the time of the Exodus of the Israelites and 
Greeks under Moses, Danaus, and other leaders. — See the '' Exodi of the 
Jews and Greeks,^* Eraser's Magazine, No. 82, October 1836. 

Sir Wiliam refers to the manills now in use on the coast of Calabar, 
which are exported from Birmingham, and which are in shape exactly 
like the ring-money found in different parts of Ireland. 
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nients of Egypt, as to excite our deepest interest, if not 
astonishment. 

These results give us a list of new names of princes 
unknown to our recognised classical authorities, who, it 
may be supposed, were ^f Greek descent, and who suc- 
ceeded the Groeco - Bactrian line of history (which the 
same results have verified), and reigned over parts of the 
west and north-west of India, from the latter part of the 
second century b.c. till about the commencement of the 
Christian era. These were followed by a line of Indo- 
Scythian and Indo-* Parthian rulers, descending to the 
Sassanian period, whose names have been recovered from 
the same source. 

These new series offer us, with few exceptions, in- 
scriptions in Greek, as well as in characters which Mr. 
Prinsep and M. Mionnet denominate *^ Bactrian," and 
Professor Wilson '' Barbaric," but which I shall take 
leave to denominate *^ Bactro - Indian, " because found 
alone on the coins of princes who obviously reigned in 
the Bactro - Indian provinces, after the subjection of 
Bactria Proper by the Scythians and Parthians, about the 
year b.c. 126, and not on any of the coins of their Gneco- 
Bactrian predecessors. 

Almost every bilingual Greeco-Indian and Indo-Scy- 
thian coin, is in fact a miniature tablet of Rosetta in all 
fundamental particulars — giving us the names and titles 
of some monarch in Greek, as well as in an Indian form 
expressed in char^usters heretofore unknown; and if these 
be not connected in a continued record, like the Egyptian 
succession of Abydos, they are sufficiently so for general 
purposes, by analogies in titles, types, and execution; 
with the advantage of the whole series being bilingual, 
during an equal period with that of the monolingual suc- 
cession of Abydos, and the best age of the Egyptian 
monuments, and of being accompanied, with few ex- 
ceptions, by accurate portraits of the princes. 

We have thus the means of eliciting the alphabet of 
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the new characters, like that of the phonetic hierogly- 
phics, from the corresponding Greek letters in the names 
and titles of kings, but with the advantage, that this new 
alphabet is less of an inferential nature than the hiero- 
glyphic ; inasmuch as, instead of a few radical bilingual 
names of the later princes, from which to ascend to the 
monolingual names of their predecessors, we possess the 
complete series in the double orthography, with the addi- 
tional phenomenon of an Indian dialect in Semitic 
characters, reading from right to left. 

These characters not only exceed every known Semitic 
alphabet in number, but far outstrip the Sanscrit and the 
Zend. They only bear comparison in this respect with the 
hieroglyphic and Ethiopic alphabets.* Like the former, 
they exhibit a number of homophones and syllabic into- 
nations ; and, like both, in common with the Sanscrit, a 
series of inflected characters representing the consonants 
in combination with the vowels. The number of cha- 
racters, as already ascertained by that able decypherer 
Mr. Prinsep, certainly exceeds a hundred, or, at least, 
half that of the ascertained Phonetic hieroglyphics, and 
which I hope, on a future occasion, to submit to the 
Society in a classified form. Indeed, their number will 
probably ultimately be found to equal that of either the 
Egyptian or Ethiopic system. The affinity of these cha- 
racters with the Pehlivi of the Sassanian inscriptions and 
coins, to the age of which the new inscriptions descend, is 
also conspicuous; and, on the whole, a literary phe- 
nomenon of an equally novel and interesting description, 
is thus offered to the solution of Oriental scholars. 

The literary analogies which I have noticed force 
upon our recollection the ancient connexion of Egypt 
and Bactria, and the recorded expeditions of Egyptian 

* One may perhaps add, — and with the Chinese Keys or radical 
characters, which are about equal in number to the known Phonetic 
Hieroglyphics and the Ethiopic, — each of these three systems involving 
ratlief more than two hundred characters. 
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monarchs to that distant region ; although it is not 
strictly on the Bactrian, but rather on the Bactro-Indian, 
coinage that they appear — that is, as already mentioned, 
on the money issued by the successors of the Graeco-Bac- 
trian princes of history, after the conquest of Bactria by 
the Scythians, about b.c. 125, from which period their 
sovereignty, which had then existed about 130 years, was 
confined to the Bactro-Indian provinces ; for the coinage 
of the Graeco-Bactrian line offers monolingual Greek 
inscriptions only. 

It will follow, that the newly discovered characters 
were those used, not in Bactria, but in the north-west of 
India, at the period of the Greek domination ; and the 
great question to be solved is, at what period a mode of 
writing which, though the vehicle of Indian terms, offers 
little analogy with known Indian alphabets, yet has many 
affinities in principle with the Semitic, the Ethiopic, and 
the ancient Egyptian, came to be introduced into that 
part of India, which had successively formed part of the 
Egyptian, Assyrian, Medo-Persian, and Macedonian 
empires, to the epoch of the bilingual coin inscriptions, 
which descend, as already noticed, to that of the Sassa- 
iiian coins, and present analogies with the Pehlivi cha- 
racters which appear on them, while Greek inscriptionis 
only are found on the contemporary Parthian series 
which immediately preceded the Sassanian. 

The apparent adoption of the characters in question, 
by the princes who professed to be tlie legitimate repre- 
sentatives of the Persian line, which was overthrown by 
Alexander, and the restorers of its religion and literature, 
would seem to imply that these characters were planted 
in India by the AchaBmenidse, or line of Cyrus. But the 
only authenticated inscriptions of that line, are in the 
arrow-head writing ; and this is also the case as regards 
their Assyrian and Babylonian predecessors. 

We thus seem forced on an earlier epoch for the intro- 
duction of the newly discovered characters into Bactrian 
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India — namely, that of Egyptian conquest and domin- 
ation, in agreement with the extensive Bactro-Indian 
alphabet, the syllabic intonations, &c. ; and likewise fall- 
ing in with the Cursive system of the demotic or vulgar 
Egyptian writing, as well as with the fact, that according 
to Strabo (lib. ii.) and other ancient writers, there were 
Asiatic Ethiopians on the Indus as well as African Ethi- 
opians on the Nile, who were scarcely to be distinguished, 
and both of whom were found in the army with which 
Xerxes invaded Greece (Herodot. vii. 70). 

The Osymandyas of Hecateeus and Diodorus, the 
Ismendes or Memnon of Strabo, the Rhamses of Tacitus, 
the Harnesses Miamoun of Manetho, and the Amon-me- 
Ramses, or Ramses II., of the monuments (the author of 
the palaces at Thebes and Abydos, which Hecatseus and 
Strabo have respectively referred to Osymandyas and 
Ismendes,) have been identified as equally representing 
the greatest of the Egyptian conquerors, whose expedi- 
tion, at the head of nearly half a million of Egyptians 
and Ethiopians, to the regions into which our coins are 
found, is attested by ancient writers, and confirmed by the 
hieroglyphic records as far as decyphered (the probable 
foundation of the fabled expeditions of Osiris or Dionysius 
to conquer and civilize the world) ; while the route from 
Egypt to India is clearly laid down by Pliny (vi. 26) and 
other ancients, as appears from our learned member, Mr. 
Sharpens remarks in his " Early History of Egypt,'* 
p. 199: — *' The account of the mercantile route to India 
is beautifully clear," so that though '' the routes from the 
Mediterranean to the Red Sea have varied considerably 
when the Egyptians invaded Bactria, Persia, and India ; 
and the Persians under Carabyses of the twenty-seventh 
dynasty of Manetho, returned the compliment to the 
Egyptians,** and held their sway over Egypt, from one 



* We are thus reminded of the ** highway out oC Egypt to Assyria/' 
spoken of by the Prophet Isaiah, xix. 23. 
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hundred and twenty to one hundred and twenty-four 
years, the routes the most favourable for the march of 
armies were probably well understood by the invaders/'* 
It being evident from what has been stated, that Bac* 
tria was a country of some importance prior to the time of 
its occupation by Alexander and his successors, and was 
conquered by the Egyptians, who, it is reasonable to sup- 
pose, taught the Bactrian and neighbouring nations their 
science of architecture and the mechanical arts, as well as 
a portion of their literature ; it would therefore be an 
inquiry not unworthy the attention of Oriental scholars 
and travellers, whether there may not exist in India, 
Bactria, or Scythia, some Egyptian monuments or remains 
of Egyptian art or currency, as well as the monetary 
Grecian remains already discovered, so as to throw light 
on the long sought universally suspected, but never proved, 
connexion between Egypt and India — a question which 
is perhaps as likely to be advanced by the recovered Bac- 
tro-Indian literature, as by any other means hitherto 
proposed. 

* As, also, it may be added, they were in the days of Alexander, whose 
march, as described by the learned President of the Geographical Society, 
in his address of May 21, 1838, '* embracing the provinces of Asia Minor, 
traversed in various directions the coast of Syria, Egypt, and Mesopota- 
mia, Assyria to Persepolis ; again, in a N.W. and N.E. direction, through 
the mountains of Media to the shores of the Caspian, through Parthia, 
Aria, Bactriana, and Sogdiana, to the Panjab ; his navigation of the 
Indus and return with his army and fleet to Babylon/' 

Let me add from the same authority, that a learned Dane, the 
'Chevalier Bronstedt has undertaken the task of ascertaining the exact sites 
of all the cities founded by Alexander during his conquest of Asia, (the 
roost effectual method of illustrating the moral and political effects of those 
memorable campaigns), and he has very appropriately called in to his aid 
the science of numismatics — having collected for the Royal Numismatic 
Cabinet at Copenhagen, in the first place, all the original medals of Alex- 
ander, which the pecuniary means at his disposal enabled him to pur- 
chase, and when these were deficient, the casts of all others contained in 
the several public and private collections in this country, and on the 
continent. 
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When I allude to the possible remains of an Egyptian 
currency of the age when the empire of the Pharaohs 
extended to the provinces in question, it is of course not 
to coined money that I would be understood to refer, but 
rather to the ring-money of Egypt and Ethiopia, should 
any portion of the military chests of Ramses II. have sur- 
vived the Assyrian, the Persian, or Grecian crucible, from 
which it would doubtless reappear in the form of the 
ingots of the East, or the coins of the West. 

For every circumstance of comparative history tends 
to confirm the idea, that the Greeks were the originators 
of a small, round, and equal coinage, which, after the 
period of the Macedonian conquest, and not socHier, super- 
seded the ring and the wedge or lump currency in every 
part of the East. It is an ascertained fact, that Egypt 
possessed no coinage under its native rulers, notwithstand- 
ing the riches of the Pharaohs, commemorated by Homer, 
Tacitus, and other writers;** while, had the provincial 
darics of Persia been a national coinage, they would doubt- 
less have been discovered in abundance in Egypt, which 
was swayed by the Persians of the line of Cyrus; and, 
as remarked in Mr. CuUimore's memoir on the Jewish 
Shekel (Numismatic Journal, No. II.) " the case of India 

* The Egyptian word PAJT denoting money, is, according to a com- 
munication which I have received from the Rev. Mr.Tattam, used in so 
general a sense in all parts of the Coptic versions of the Old and New 
Testaments with reference to the weighed lumps of the former, and the 
coined money of the latter, that we cannot infer that coined money, under 
the sanction of the state, was in use among the Copts before the birth of 
Christ. 

It may be here also remarked, that, although we have no evidence 
of the use of coined money in Arabia, anterior to the Mohammedan era, 
the word ^\l^ which answers to clavus or typiis qtto cuditttr nummtUy 

the die in which coins are struck, is found in the language; and 

^'Jum denariuSf ita custis, {in his omnUms idea malleo tunderuU videtur 

dominari); from which we may infer that the art of striking coins or 
pieces of money with a mallet, was practised at an earlier age. — See 
Wiseman's " Horae Syriacae," p. 134. 
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on the other extreme of the Persian empire, is precisely 
parallel with that of Egypt. There the numismatic 
chronological limits are the same, and no known coins 
of India or the neighbouring province of Bactria, &c. 
belong to an earlier period than the Macedonian con- 
quest; and the antiquities of nations, from Egypt to 
India, will no doubt give precisely similar results.'*** 

But, though so far behind the Greeks in the mone- 
tary art, there is every reason to adhere to the idea that 
Egypt was the earliest of extensively civilised countries, 
from whence the arts and sciences in general spread to 
the east and west, by conquest and commerce ; and, that 
not only a high degree of civilization, learning, and 
science, but also of morality and justice, existed in Egypt 
long before those advantages were possessed by any other 
kingdom or people in the world. The Pharaoh who 
ruled Egypt in the time of Abraham is a forcible example 
of this position, his history being that of as honourable, 
moral, conscientious, religious, and hospitable a monarch 
as any recorded in ancient history, or as any prince of 
Europe at the present day. 

Although Lucian, who lived some time in Egypt, 
apparently supported by ancient traditions, describes 
Philosophy as travelling from the Indians to the Ethio- 
pians, and thence to the Egyptians, and ridicules the 
opinion of Herodotus and others, that the Greek mytho- 
logy was borrowed from Egypt ; and, although I readily 

* That is, with reference to an oriental national coinage ; for, it is more 
ihan probable that Greek coins were current in parts of Persia and Meso- 
potamia in the fourth and fiflh centuries b.c; at which period it would 
appear that Greek characters were used on money, as well as in the 
inscriptions of engraved stones, at Edessa, the metropolis of the 
literature of Mesopotamia ; and this may afford a link in the chain of 
evidence for shewing that the knowledge of the Greek language had 
passed through that country at an early age, when it was carried into the 
provinces of Persia, Bactria, and India, where it is evident, from the 
Parthian, Graeco-Bactrian, and Grseco-Indian coins, that it continued iu 
use for centuries. 
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admit that the Grecian mythology was an improrement 
on that of Egypt; still I am inclined to adhere to the 
opinion that the Greeks were indebted to the Egyptians 
for the basis of their religion, art, and science; and, 
though I allow that there ate some grounds for supposing 
that civilization and wealth, as Mr. Sharpe has sensibly 
remarked, may have crossed from Hindostan to Ethiopia, 
and thence descended the Nile; still the balance of 
probabilities is, in my humble opinion, in favour of the 
contrary view of the case. I should, however, rejoice to 
see the argument on both sides of this important question 
fully investigated by the Oriental Members of the Society, 
as those on the claims of Ethiopia versus Egypt (which 
are in effect part and parcel of the case of India versus 
Egjrpt) were on a recent occasion ingeniously and court- 
eously discussed. 

After these general remarks on our proceedings for 
the season, I shall notice, in a desultory manner, a few 
points connected with, or illustrative of, numismatic 
science or collections. 

In connexion with the probable Egyptian origin of 
the Greek mythology, I shall first advert to a quotation 
in my last address from Mr. R. P. Knight's ^' Inquiry 
into the Symbolical Language of Ancient Mythology," 
in which he has remarked that it was owing to the 
sanctity of the devices on coins that they were put in.to 
tombs, and that so many have thus been preserved ; and 
not, as Lucian has ludicrously supposed, that the dead 
might have the means of paying for their passage over 
the Styx : the whole fiction of Charon and his boat being 
of late date, and posterior to many tombs in which coins 
have been found. 

In this conclusion, I have to remark that Mr. Knight 
has not been so fortunate or happy as in many other parts 
of his interesting work; for, from the recent advance 
made in the hieroglyphic history of Egypt, it is evident 
that the story of Charon is not so modern a fiction as this 
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learned writer sapposes; the custom having existed at 
Thebes, long before the origin of coined money, of carry- 
ing the bodies of the defunct from that city across the 
Nile in boats to the places of sepulture, and pajrment 
being made to the boatmen for the conveyance. Hence, 
it is highly probable that the Oreeks derived the history 
of their Charon, in common with the greatest part of their 
mythology, and introduced him into their sacred rites, 
from the Egyptians ; and the idea of placing pieces of 
money in the mouth of a deceased person, as Charon's 
fare, from the same source. 

In confirmation of this idea, from whatever source it 
originated, I recollect to have seen at Athens a small 
obolus in silver, between the teeth of a skull dug up at 
one of the ancient places of sepulture, outside the walls of 
the city. The skull was in the possession of Mons. Fauvel, 
a learned and polite antiquary, whose collections were 
accessible to all travellers ; and the prevailing opinion, 
I believe, is, that it was placed between the teeth in order 
to secure the owner of the skull a safe passage over the 
Styx. I have besides recently seen in the splendid collec- 
tions at the Bank of England, through the politeness of 
Mr. Smee, a gold coin of ^gina, of the size of an obolus, 
with the tortoise on the obverse, and a blank on the 
reverse, which is siud to haye been found in the mouth of 
a Greek mummy in Egypt. 

Again, through the kindness of another member, 
J. W. Burgon, Esq., I have received a sketch (PI. A. 
fig. 9.) of an obolus found among some burnt bones con- 
tained in a cinerary urn in the possession of his respected 
father, the obolus still adhering to a fragment of the bone. 
The vase in which this curious evidence of an ancient 
superstition was discovered came from Athens, and belongs, 
perhaps, to the first century. 

There hence appears to be more truth in the state- 
ment of Lucian than Mr. Knight had supposed ; and it 
will be an inquiry worthy of the attention of future travel- 
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ers in Egypt, to examine carefully whether coins or ring- 
money, or any species of currency, are to be found in the 
mouths of mummies decidedly Egyptian, or even of the 
Grecian age. 

It is, besides, a curious and conclusive fact that, not 
only the fictions of Charon and Cerberus, but the cus- 
tom of providing the defunct with money to pay his pas- 
sage, have descended to modern times, in the usages 
of barbarous people. This appears from a Latin docu- 
ment which is preserved in the archives of the town of 
Riga, containing an account of a visitation of the churches 
of Livonia in the year 1613. It is there stated (as 
appears from an interesting work published by the Rev. 
W. B. Winning, on Comparative Philology)^ among 
other customs of the idolatrous Lettish tribes who live 
scattered in the immense tracts of forest in those districts 
on the confines of Russia, '' That their dead may not be 
incommoded by hunger, they place at the head a piece 
of bread, and another is put in the hand as a sop for the 
dog who is chained at the gates of paradise ; a piece of 
money is added to pay the ferryman for a passage over 
the gulf. In winter a fagot is left on the grave to com- 
fort the soul of the departed.'* It is truly remarkable 
that these duplicates of Charon and Cerberus, &c., should 
have preserved their existence in Europe down to the 
seventeenth century. 

Having alluded to the ancient collection which aug- 
ments the treasures of the Bank of England, I should 
not allow the present occasion to pass without reverting 
to a fact so highly creditable to the governor and directors 
of that great national establishment — that it is one of the 
most beautiful collections of ancient coins, and in the 
finest state of preservation ; many of the coins being gems 
of art and beauty ; and I cannot refrain from expressing 
a hope that, at some convenient season, this respectable 
body may favour the public with a catalogue of the con- 
tents of their cabinets, from the pen of some numismatist 
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of^ience and experience. If such a catalogue were com- 
posed according to the system of Eckhel, in geographical 
order, and accompanied by geographical and chronolo- 
gical indices, the directors would confer a favour on numis- 
matic science, and the fine arts, as well as philology, history, 
and chronology, would be benefited by such a proceeding. 

Neither should I suffer this occasion to pass without 
expressing a still more fervent hope that, ere long, the 
trustees of the British Museum will also favour the public 
with a complete catalogue of the numismatic treasures 
which are contained in the cabinets of that national reposi- 
tory ; for, it is almost superfluous to remark that the pub- 
lication of such catalogues would give a greater stimulus 
to numismatic inquiry, and more facilitate the numismatist 
in his researches, than any other means which could be 
devised. 

It was, I have reason to believe, the wish of Mr. 
Taylor Combe, to whom we are indebted for a catalogue 
of some of the coins in the British Museum, and to whom 
may be ascribed the title of the British Eckhel, that a com- 
plete catalogue should be issued ; and, if it had pleased 
Providence to have prolonged his life, this desirable object 
would probably have been long since accomplished. 

I may also remark that, while a universal expression of 
thanks is due to the Trustees for the measures pursued in 
augmenting the national collection, a general desire exists 
that catalogues of each department of natural history, and 
of the antiquities, should be supplied to the public ; by 
which each person's pursuits would be facilitated, without 
encroaching on the time and attention of the officers of the 
establishment. 

The present is likewise a proper occasion for express- 
ing a hope that the care and arrangement of the coins 
and medals of our national collection will also be made a 
separate department, which would be of sufficient magni- 
tude for the attention of any curators, whatever be their 
learning and abilities; although thanks are due to the 



244 



gentlemen who at present preside over this important 
branch of the Museum, and who afford every facility in 
their power to those who are desirous of inspecting the 
collections under their care. 

I may also mention that a Catalogue of the coins and 
medals in the United Service Museum, which, through 
the liberality of the directors, are accessible to every 
member of the Numismatic Society, would be another 
valuable public acquisition. 

Before, leaving our public institutions, I shall allude 
to another benefit which would be conferred on science, 
by the establishment, at the Antiquarian Society, of a 
museum or repository of British antiquities, accessible 
to all the members; and I do this with less hesitation, 
because a Petition to that effect has been presented to the 
Council during the present summer, signed by many 
members of the Society ; and because the subject was abiy 
brought before the public in the year 1828, in the form 
of a letter to the President, by Mr. Markland,"*^ on the 
expediency of attaching a museum of antiquities to that 
institution. Such a plan was also projected in the in&ncy 
of the Society; and, as a numismatist, I feel that the 
carrying of it into effect might facilitate our studies and 
inquiries into British coins, and antiquities connected with 
coins and coinage in general. 

There is another public and national establishment to 
which our attention is naturally turned while alluding 

* " I deem it an idle task,*' says this writer, '^ to dwell at length upon 
the benefits that would result from such a Repository. Not only would it 
afford information and assistance to the professed antiquary, but to all who 
are attached to historical researches, or to whom the progress of art, and 
the habits and customs of past ages are subjects of attention :'' and he 
remarks, that '^ a laudable example has been afforded by the members of 
the Society of Antiquities of Scotland, to which institution a museum has 
been long attached ;*' and that " the Society of Antiquaries of London, by 
following such an example, and in conformity with its own original and 
avmoed purpose, would render itself still more justly entitled to the grati- 
tude both of the present age and of posterity/' 
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to the collections of cbins at the Bank of England and 
the British Museum ; — ^The Royal Mint, where we might 
naturally anticipate that a fine collection of ancient 
and modern coins and medallions existed, not only for 
scientific and literary purposes, but also for the actual use 
and daily reference of the gentlemen attached to that 
great and national establishment. The contrary, how- 
ever, appears to be the case ; and we learn with some 
degree of surprise and regret, that no public collection 
whatever exists within its walls. How this anomaly is to 
be accounted for, is not for me to determine ; but I should 
have supposed, that the finest medals and medallions of 
the ancient world would have been collected, as models 
from which future ideas of coinage might be formed. The 
formation of such a collection at our national mint, is a 
subject not unworthy of Legislative Interposition ; and I 
anticipate the universal support, not only of men engaged 
in the pursuits of literature and the arts, but of men of 
business, when from the numismatic chair I advance the 
opinion, that the Royal Mint of this great nation ought 
to possess examples of the productions of every mint, from 
Pekln to Peru, and of every mintage, from Phidon to 
Victoria!* 

I here speak of Phidon the Argive, conventionally, as 
the most generally accredited originator of coined money ,^ 
for although in my last address I admitted that he was 
the first prince to whom I was inclined to attribute it, I 
did not at that time, nor do I now, place full reliance on 
this supposition, which, while supported by the majority, 
is objected to by several profound antiquaries. Yet, 
whether the merit of the invention of stamped money 

* Those who have seen the extensive collections of coins, medals, and 
dies at the Royal Mint at Paris, which are generally accessible, cannot 
but regret that simitar collections are not visible in the Mint of London. 
Our ambassadors and diplomatic agents abroad should be instructed to 
transmit three specimens of every new coin and medal issued by foreign 
states, for the National Mint, the British Museum, and the Numismatic 
Society ! 
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belongs to Phidon, or to any other prince of Grecian race 
to whom it has been attributed, still I apprehend, that 
the probability is highly in favour of Greece, in preference 
to Italy, Ionia, or Phcenicia : to Greece, which is allowed 
to have excelled its neighbours in the perfection of the 
arts of war and peace, may well be attributed so complete 
an art as that of coined money; and such would, if I 
mistake not, be our conclusion, if we had not an existing 
record on the question, instead of thousands which all 
speak the same inferential language. 

Whilst theorising on these subjects, it is a pleasure to 
me to call the attention of our worthy members to some 
works connected with numismatic science. At the com- 
mencement of the present year, the public were favoured 
with the first numbers of the new edition of ** Ruding's 
Annals of the Coinage of Great Britain ; " and as the work 
had become rare and expensive, this may be hailed as an 
agreeable addition to numismatic literature. For, inde- 
pendently of its peculiar utility to the students in the 
British coinage, the learned annotations of the author 
render Mr. Ruding's work generally useful to the historian, 
the antiquary, and, I may add, to the lawyer; and I there- 
fore recommend it to the attention of those members who 
have not hitherto had leisure to peruse it, and for whose 
accommodation the Council have ordered a copy to be 
purchased for the Society's Library.* 

* A remark of Ruding may not be inapplicable in this place, 
although we may not be disposed to go to the full extent of his conclu- 
sions. He says that, " notwithstanding the resemblance traced between 
|he Greek and Saxon coinage, it by no means follows, that the Saxons 
must necessarily have been imitators of the Greeks ; for, it is scarcely 
credible that they should have borrowed so much from them without 
having borrowed something more, and it might with reason be expected, 
that some at least of their nummulary terms should be referable to the 
Greek language. As this is clearly not the case, it is to be suspected, that 
both the Greeks and Saxons derived their ideas of money from one com- 
mon source, that is, either immediately or mediately from Egypt, the grand 
reservoir from which science overspread the earth/* 
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A variety of useful and important information to the 
numismatist and scholar will likewise be found in Mn 
Stephens's recent volume on the English constitution, 
regarding the legal enactments relative to coin, coining 
instruments, &c. ; and^ while speaking of works con- 
nected with our studies, I shall take the opportunity of 
suggesting, that it would be highly serviceable to history 
and numismatic research, if some of our learned members 
were to collect the numerous scattered fragments and 
records which have appeared on the subject of interna- 
tional weight, — the criterion of monetary value, — (these 
ascending, if we may credit Josephus and Malala, to the 
time of Cain, when exiled to the land of Nod), and reduce 
them to a tabular form, comprehensible alike to the 
antiquary and the merchant; including the weights of 
the Egyptians, Greeks, Romans, Phoenicians, Persians, 
Assyrians, and the different states of ancient times, com- 
pared with the modern standards ; and the whole with the 
standard weights of the British empire, as established by 
act of Parliament ; for we are at present uncertain whe- 
ther the same weight was used in every part of Egypt, 
Nubia, and Ethiopia, or if a different scale were adopted 
at Alexandria, Thebes, and Memphis, — much more whe- 
ther the scales of the Egyptians were regulated with those 
of the ancient countries with which they were in com- 
mercial intercourse ; although the sacred history of the 
ages of Jacob and Solomon favours the supposition of a 
common standard* in Egypt and Palestine — the probable 
source or sources of that of Greece. 



* If the standard of weight were common in those countries, so was 
also the metallic standard, which was obviously silver from the days of 
Abraham downwards ; and, as I believe, it still continues in every Eu- 
ropean country but our own. Much has been said upon the subject of 
establishing silver as our national standard in preference to gold. It is 
one of great importance, and deserving of deliberation before a higher 
tribunal than this Society. Several eminent numismatists are in favour of 
such an arrangement. 

U 
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There are, indeed, few de{iartinent8 of learning, 
science, and research, which may not be reciprocally 
benefited in connexion with numismatic inquiry, and 
there are few professional gentlemen who may not derivo 
useful information, in connexion with their several avo- 
cations, independently of the pleasant occupation of a 
leisure hour, from the institution whose establishment 
we are met to commemorate ; an opinion which I may 
well say is borne out by the assemblage before me, com- 
prised, as it is, of thosje who are eminent in the state, 
the law, medicine, the church, and the professions gene- 
rally, as well as in our proper branch of science ; and 
I would take leave more particularly to insist on the 
intimate relations between legal and numismatic acquire- 
ments. Not only have the most eminent men of the law, 
and some statesmen in this country, written upon mone- 
tary subjects, but a great many Statutes of the Realm, from 
the earliest times, relate to various subjects concerning the 
mint, and the several branches of the coinage of this king- 
dom, as well since the Norman conquest as in the times 
of the Saxons and Danes ; and. the laws relating to the 
mint were reduced to a system in the reigns of Athelstan 
and Canute, if not long before that time. ^' Domesday- 
Book " cannot be fully understood by a person who does 
not possess a competent knowledge of the pumismatic 
history of the time in which it was written, (See Heame's 
edition of Ending, pp, 90-92,) 

The books which are most venerated by lawyers 
abound, moreover, with notices on this subject. The 
author of the ** Commentaries on the Laws of England," 
known by the name of Fleta, enumerates the different 
species of falsification and counterfeiting of the coins, 
which were contrary to, and punisbq.ble by, those laws at 
the time he wrote, which Selden says was in the reign of 
Edward the First (** Dissertatio ad Fletam,'" vol, iii, col. 
1 1 14). The laws of Athelstan, cap. 14, and of Canute, cap. 
61, relate to the counterfeiting of money, and affix punish- 
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ments (Heame's Ruding, p. 78). Fleta, Britton, Bracton, 
Coke'g " Institutes/' the " Mirror," " Domesday-Book '* 
(pp, 17, 21), and Sir M. Hale's " Pleas of the Crown/'all 
treat on coinage ; and I will renture to give it as my nnmis« 
matic, if not as a legal opinion, that not only ought every 
person fond of, and studious of the laws of this country^ 
to become a member of the Numismatic Society ; but, 
that a gentleman can hardly become a good and sound 
lawyer or statesman, unless he be also a good numismatist* 
I accordingly observe with pleasure that an eminent 
judge — an excellent numismatist — has been proposed as 
a member of this Society : and when the Utile and the 
Dulce of our pursuits become more fully appreciated, I 
anticipate that other ornaments of the Bench will join 
our ranks, and give the benefit of their wisdom and 
opinions ta studies from which the learning of a Coke 
and the science of a Newton* were not withheld. 

Let us, therefore, hope that the science of Numisma^ 
tics, which, in common with that of Glyptics, or monu<» 
ments and engraved stones, has been hitherto the quasi 
secret of a limited number of scholars, will henceforth 
acquire that universal attention to which it is entitled, as 
one of those lenses of the historical telescope which anni*^ 
hilates time itself, by bringing before our eyes the contem^ 
porttry records of remote ages with an accuracy unknown 
to any other department of history — records, for the 
number and beautiful preservation of which we are almost 
unable to account, without supposing that the savans 
of Egypt, Greece, and Etruria, were collectors like our* 
selves, and possibly incorporated into monetary institu*- 
tions or societies, under the presidentiary auspices of an 
Athothes or a Ptolemy, a Phidon or a Minyas, or a Numa. 

Indeed, when we reflect that necessity has compelled 
all mankind, from the prince to the peasant, to be col- 
lectors of money in every age — a condition which does 

* According to Snelllng, Sir I. Newton was appointed Master of th« 
Mmt in 1609. 
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not apply to any other branch of art or history — it will 
be at once perceived, that the rare and the beautiful in 
this department must have forced themselves on the 
notice of the tasteful and inquiring of every period, with- 
out the necessity of stepping aside from the common 
paths or pursuits of life ; so that the idea of ancient col- 
lectors and monetary incorporations is far from being an 
anomalous one. 

The beautiful in statuary, painting, sculpture, engrav- 
ing, &c., are not forced on the contemplation of any man, 
and are known only to those who seek them. The beau- 
tiful in coins and medals is, on the contrary, seen by all, 
and is, hence, calculated to call taste into existence where 
there is no predisposition, and to make even the miser, 
who gloats on his coin, merely because it is a coin, or 
the suppliant who, from absolute poverty, begs for an 
obolus at the corner of the street, an admirer of the fine 
arts. Hence, if there be any branch of art which claims 
precedence as the awakener of taste, it i& assuredly the 
numismatic. 

Indeed, while we may claim numerical precedence 
over every other class of inquirers, we may also claim 
precedence with respect to antiquity; for, independently 
of all human currencies, and, as if anticipating them. 
Nature herself would almost appear to have intended that 
numismatists should become the Honourable of the earth ; 
for She has pointed out to mankind the very forms and 
sizes to which coins should be fashioned, by the forma- 
tion of a class of fossils which naturalists have, from their 
size and shape, called Nummulina, or Nummulites, a 
few specimens of which I am enabled to exhibit to the 
Society, through the kindness of our worthy member 
Mr. SauU, and the learned mineralogist, Mr. Bowerbank. 

Dr. Buckland remarks, in his " Bridgewater Treatise, 
that Nummulites are so called from their resemblance to a 
piece of money. They vary in size from that of a crown 
piece to microscopic littleness, and occupy an important 
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place in the history of fossil shells, on account of the pro- 
digious extent to which they are accumulated in the later 
members of secondary, and in many of the tertiary strata* 
They are piled on each other in as close contact as the 
grains in a heap of corn. In this state they form a con- 
siderable portion of the entire bulk of many extensive 
mountains. In the tertiary line of stones at Verona and 
Monte Bolca, and in secondary strata of the cretaceous 
formation in the Alps, Carpathian mountains, and Py-. 
renees ; also some of the pyramids and the Sphinx of 
Egypt are composed of limestone loaded with nummulites. 

With this statement that of the learned Dr. Mantell 
agrees ; and he ftirther acquaints us that '^ the blue clay 
at Bracklesham, and at Stubbington and Bognor, in Sus- 
sex, abounds in nummulites ; and that in North America 
limestone occurs near Sugaville, constituting a range of 
hills about three hundred feet in height, which is entirely 
composed of one species of nummulite." 

Nummulites have been recently found by Mr. Bower- 
bank in the London clay of White Cliff Bay in the Isle of 
Wight ; and in Alum Bay there is a bed of London clay, 
containing a smaller species in great abundance, specimens 
of which are before you. This gentleman also informs me 
that in the contemporaneous formation of the Calcaire 
grossier of the Paris basin, other species are found ; and 
that the stone forming the base of Pompey's pillar at 
Alexandria likewise contains nummulites. 

The accompanying sketches of nummulites (PI. A, 
figs. 10, II,* 12, 13) are from the pencil of the Rev. J. 
B. Reade, by whose able pen I trust we shall be favoured 
with some observationa on the origin and constitution of 
these fossils — a task for which he is eminently qualified 
by his resea,rches into the minutiae of geological science. 

Although some of our more rigid numismatists may 
consider this pre-Adamite coinage to be foreign to our 

* Fig. It represents the thickness of the nummulite. 
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purpose, and to have more to do with geological than 
nnmisniatic science ; yet^ as Nature has so liberally dis-* 
tribnted her mintage in this country as well as in other 
quarters of the globe, I trust I shall be pardoned for a 
digression on what will, at least, be agreed to be, the 
only contemporary medium at which the value of a Mam- 
moth, an Ichthyosaurus, or a Megatherion, can be legiti- 
mately estimated; for, after all, what is coinage but 
another geological production melted into the form of 
a nummulite ? — the point of reunion between the two 
sciences of geolc^ and numismatics. I therefore trust 
that at least as much indulgence will be awarded me by 
the numismatists, as geologists hare extended to the geo- 
grapher Strabo. This writer accounts for the nummulite^ 
of the pyramids as being fossil lentils, which were thrown 
away by the labourers of Cheops, who would, in that case, 
have been better fed than taught, for they must have 
rejected as many as were eaten-^a conjecture that does^ 
not agree with the character of a Pharaoh who lired in 
. those times, and of whom it is recorded that he refused to 
allow straw to the workmen to make bricks, and made 
their lives bitter with hard bondage; so that it is nofr 
likely they were allowed more food than was necessary 
for daily sustenance ; independently of the fact that, were 
Strabo's theory tenable, millions of the rejected lentils 
must have vegetated. Had nummulites been found only at 
the Pyramids, instead of in various parts of the globe, this* 
theory of Strabo would have had more show of probability. 
I have thus, Gentlemen, laid before you a few of the 
results of my meditationes numismaiicee ; for, I need not 
insist, before an assembly like the present, that a numis* 
matist must necessarily pass many of his hours in quiet 
and solitary meditation. The time, however, -which he' 
passes in the study, if it will dear up any point in history, 
chronology, or science, amply repays the scholar by the 
satisfaction which he derives from the reflection, that he 
has augmented the common stock of knowledge; while, 
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should even this BUtisfiiction fail him, that arising from 
zeal to do his utmost in the cause of science and of 
trutfay will never be wanting to the enthusiastic numis- 
matist ; and this last*mentioned meed I only claim, and 
do claim. Gentlemen, of your indulgence, as the President 
of an institution which, although I do not presume to 
rank it among those of the first order in this country, or 
advance claims on its behalf to peculiar merit or dis- 
tinction, I feel assured may vie with some others in the 
importance of its object. For, the subjects which we 
have undertaken to explore are of much extent and 
variety, and are so highly deserving of serious attention, 
as to warrant me with vindicating our pretensions to an 
honourable position amongst other societies, and to a 
reasonable portion of the patronage of the public, and 
of scholars and amateurs in history and the fine arts; 
and in assuming, that by a steady perseverance in the 
course which we have traced out, we may bring into 
more general notice and appreciation than it has hitherto 
experienced in this country, a good and valuable branch 
of knowledge and science — a branch more particularly 
connected with the commerce, and hence with the pro- 
sperity, of our country, than most other departments of 
knowledge ; while, at the same time, it is calculated to 
clear up many obscure questions in archeBology, and to 
illustrate the intercourse and habits of the earliest com- 
mercial nations of the world : and I have no doubt but 
that, by the individual exertions of our members, much 
light will be thrown on many subjects of ancient history 
which are at present inexplicable. 

In fine, I trust that the position which the Society has 
already acquired amongst the other more mature and con- 
solidated institutions of this great metropolis, will, by the 
zeal and labours of its members, be still further advanced 
in each succeeding year of our existence as a public body. 

I feel it necessary to apologise for the length and 
crudeness of the preceding observations ; but I trust that 
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the members, in their benignity, will receive them, such 
as they are, with indulgence; and I earnestly hope, 
that our anticipations of the permanent establishment 
and welfare of our Society may be realised; and that 
the studies and pursuits with which it is connected may 
contribute to the information and augment the happiness 
of all around me. 
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Supplementary Note, 

The following description of a very remarkable monolingual coin of 
Heliocles, which has been obligingly communicated by Professor Wilson, 
supplies nearly conclusive evidence that he was a son of Eucratides, 
who coined money during his Other's Bactrian sovereignty ; and that, 
whether Heliocles be the prince usually known as Eucratides 11., as 
supposed by Miomiet, or a contemporary, as inferred at pp. 117, 119, he 
is rightly placed as an immediate successor of Eacratidcs, and in the 
Grsco-Indian territory, pp. 119, 126, Table I., as proved by the bilingual 
coins alluded to at p. 114. 

'' Tetradrachm. — Head of king, with fillet and helmet to the right. 
BA2IAET2 * MEFAZ * ETKPATiMis. Rev. Two heads, male and 
female, to the right* HAioKAEOT2 • KAI * AA0AIKH2. 
Coin of Heliocles and Laodice, who are not of regal rank, as appears by 
the absence of the fillet, and the appropriation of the title of king to Eucra- 
tides. This coin was procured by Dr. Lord at Tash Korgban, in Turkistan. 
Described by Mr. Prinsep from sketches and sealing-wax impression. — 
J. As. Soc. Bengal, July 1838.'* 

With reference to the accompanying alphabets, which have also 
been furnished by Professor Wilson, it should be remarked, that the 
foundation of Mr. Prinsep's alphabet of the barbaric inscriptions is alto- 
gether similar to that of the phonetic alphabet of Egyptian hierogly- 
phics, while it is likely to be elucidated by other inscriptions besides 
those of the coins, as will appear by the following extract from his paper 
in the J. As. Soc. of Bengal, July 1838 : — 

** It must be remembered that the only incontestable authority for the 
determination of a vowel or consonant, is its constant employment as the 
equivalent of the same Greek letter in the proper names of the Bactrian 
kings. Beyond this we have only analogies and resemblances to other 
alphabets to help us, and the conjectural assumptions of such values for 
the letters that occur in the titles and epithets of royalty, as may famish 
an admissible translation of the Greek in each and every case. — It remains 
only to apply my theory of the Bactrian alphabet to the inscriptions on the 
cylinders and stone slates extracted from the topes at Manik^6lay &c." 

A remark by the late Colonel Tod, in his " Travels in Western Asia," 
is, if well founded, also calculated to throw light on the barbaric inscrip- 
tions of the coins, which read, like the Semitic writing, from right to 
left (see pp. 116,128):— 

X 
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" The characters and symboU on the coIds, and rock inscriptions of 
the sacred mounts of the Jains, have no affinity with the Hindu, and are, 
in all probability, a modification of the Chaldean, derived either directly by 
communication with the Euphrates, or through Aria : a supposition coun- 
tenanced by some of our cosmogonists, who make these shores the line of 
route of the Semitic emigrants into India." 



ERRATA ET CORRIGENDA. 

Page 126, Table No. 1. right hand series of coins, last column, line 9 from 

bottom,/or 2 read 1. 
— 222, note, for la, readme, 

224, note, line 2 from bottom, iruert a comma after Strabo. 

22^, line 3 from bottom, insert a period after essays. 

226, line S^for Canicenses, read Ctniicenses. 

229, line 11 from bottom, replace — 6y a comma. I 

— — 231, note, line 4 from bottom,ybr 2, read 11 . 

233, line 12 from bottom,/or namei, read name. 

236, line 20,/or into, read in. 

' ^^9 for Dionystttf, read Dionytus. 

244, line 5 from bottom, ^br antiqut/s6S, read antiquaries. 

250, line 8 from bottom,/or Nummulina, read Nummulin^P. 
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THE PRESIDENTS ADDRESS, 

Delivered on the I8th JvJy^ 1839. 



It now becomes my duty to address the Members of this 
Society, assembled for the third time at their annual 
meeting, on its state and prospects: and I am happy in 
being able to look back upon the past with agreeable 
reminiscences; and to observe that our anticipations of 
success have been progressively realising, and that we 
have attained as great a degree of prosperity as could 
reasonably have been expected during the three years of 
our existence as a public body. I now take my leave of 
you, as your President, after having devoted my humble 
efforts to the advancement of the Society and its objects, 
during that period, with the sincere wish that this 
advancement may be still more accelerated under the 
auspices of my worthy and able successor in the Numis- 
matic chair. 

In my first anniversary address I adverted generally 
and briefly to the fundamental points and epochs of 
numismatic history ; in the second, as generally to the 
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elucidations which numismatic science derives from the 
various other branches of history, science, and literature ; 
and I now propose, at the close of my administration, 
after a few preliminary remarks, to take an equally brief 
and general review of the results of our united labours, 
since the commencement — thus following out the Report 
of the Council, on the numerical and pecuniary statistics 
of the Society, by an idea of what I shall denominate its 
intellectual statistics — together with a few suggestions 
on topics which come within the range of our inquiries, 
and the elucidation of which may tend to the promotion 
of our objects, in connexion with those of general science 
and literature. 

With reference to the Council's Report, I have to 
remark, that, although the Society has sustained some 
losses of valuable and regretted members, by death, these 
have been much more than compensated by the admission 
of other members, respectable as well for their station as 
for their scholarship and scientific attainments. 

The late James Broad, Esq., was an original member, 
and the Society possessed in him an excellent numisma- 
tist, as evinced by the collection of Greek coins which 
he had formed with much zeal and care. 

In the late James Moyes, Esq.^ the Society has also 
lost a worthy and useful member, and the profession to 
which he belonged, an able coadjutor ; while his connex- 
ion with several of our principal scientific and literary 
institutions evinces him to have been, like his predeces- 
sors the Stephani and Elzevirs, a zealous promoter of the 
learning which he mechanically propagated, with unusual 
attention to the important items of Greek and Oriental 
typography. 

The late Rev. Dr. Hunt, Prebendary of Canterbury, 
was known to several members of this Society, for his 
great acquirements and classic knowledge, as well as for 
a taste for numismatics, the knowledge of antiquities, 
and a general experience in the state of the arts and 
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sciences of ancient Greece and Rome, which he had 
acquired during his travels in the East. 

I shall, also, take leave to submit to your attention 
some circumstances which have cnme to our knowledge 
concerning the late Thomas Richardson Auldjo, Esq., 
whose decease was announced at our last annual meeting 
as having taken place at Naples. He was a gentleman 
well known for his ardent attachment to literature and 
science. He was elected, at his own request, an original 
member of the Society, and promised to exert himself 
during his sojourn in Italy to promote the advancement 
of numismatic science. Much might, therefore, have 
been expected from one who, aware of the importance of 
such studies, resided in a country teeming with numisma- 
tic remains. During his residence at Naples, the cholera 
made frightful ravages among the poor in the neighbour- 
ing villages, and Mr. Auldjo did his utmost to relieve the 
distressed and terrified inhabitants, by visiting and assist- 
ing them in their affliction. In the midst of this work of 
Christian charity he caught the disease, and in a few 
hours was numbered with its victims. 

I have much pleasure in alluding to the favourable 
state of our finances, as exhibited in the abstract from the 
Report of the Auditors, which has been laid before you, 
and which shews not onlv a balance in the treasurer's 
hands of 79/. 4$. 8d.y but that, notwithstanding the 
very limited amount of annual subscription, if all the 
arrears had been paid to this time, we should have 
been in possession of the sum of 211 Z. lOs. Sd. apart from 
our fund arising from compositions — a sum sufficient, in 
all probability, to have more than defrayed the expenses 
of the Society for the ensuing year : and I cannot refrain 
from expressing a hope that the public spirit of the mem- 
bers who are now in arrear, and their zeal for the pros- 
perity of the Society, will cause all, or the major part of 
them, to visit the treasurer with their contributions 
before our next ordinary meeting in November. 
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It is also with pleasure we may remark that at the 
close of the session in 1838, the Society still consisted of 
113 of the original members^ with 41 elected, 2 honorary, 
and 13 associates, in all 169 ; and that, since that period, 
24 subscribiog members and 10 associates have been 
elected ; the Society, at present, consisting of 109 original 
members, 63 elected, 2 honorary, and 23 associates ; 
making a total of 197 members, an augmentation of 28 
during the last twelve months. 

During the past year the Society has also been 
favoured with many valuable presents of books, medals, 
and coins, through the munificence of members, or 
friends to the science, and of some of our foreign asso- 
ciates ; while mapy interesting communications have been 
received from literati at home and on the Continent, 
which have been read at our monthly meetings, and of 
which abstracts will be printed in the Proceedings of the 
Society, as soon as it may be practicable. 

A catalogue of the books of the Society has been 
prepared, and will be published, together with a list of 
its Members, with the Proceedings of the present session. 

It is also right to mention that our Institutes, which 
have been in force for a year, appear to have operated 
beneficially for the interests of the Society, and have relieved 
the Council from that state of responsibility in which 
their proceedings were necessarily involved, during the 
patriarchal age, if I may so speak, of their government. 

There is one of their measures to which I feel it indis- 
pensable to advert, as it forms a prominent feature in the 
transactions of the past year — I mean the appointment of 
an Assistant-secretary. 

In the course of the autumn of 1837, it appeared to 
some members of the Council, that, under the circum- 
stances of the augmenting state of tiie Society and its 
business, the two honorary secretaries could not be 
expected to devote sufficient of their valuable time to 
perform all the duties required by the Council ; and the 
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appointmeDt of an aesistant-secretary was therefore pro- 
posed in the month of November 1837, and carried in the 
Council, and accepted by Mr. CuUimore, one of the 
original honorary secretaries, in December, and confirmed 
at the General Meeting of July 1838. 

Subsequently to that period, a majority of the Council 
became of a difierent opinion, and in November 1838 
the office was suspended, and the suspension confirmed 
at a Special General Meeting, convened for the purpose 
of considering this question, in February 1839, by a ma- 
jority of two, upon a division of the Society at large. 

I need hardly add that the appointment of an assistant- 
secretary, with a stipend, having appeared to me indis* 
pensable, and having been adopted chiefly at my sugges- 
tion, the rescinding of that measure on the part of the 
Council, and afterwards of the general body, was con- 
trary to my opinion and wishes ; and that since the month 
of November 1838, a great deal of additional personal 
labour and responsibility has fallen upon the President. 
Still I have been enabled, through the assistance of pri- 
vate friends, to go tlirough the duties and labours thus 
unexpectedly thrown upon me; and I trust that your 
next President will be able to perform the accumulated 
duties which will now devolve upon him. 

Having found myself in a small minority on the 
question, both in the Council and the General Assembly, 
I felt that it had become my duty, as an act of delicacy, 
to resign. But, encouraged by friends to continue in 
office, and finding, in other greater bodies, a precedent for 
holding office under similar, or even more adverse, cir- 
cumstances, I have willingly continued until this time 
to perform the duties of President ; which, however, in 
my opinion, cannot be properly executed without the 
re-appointment of an assistant-secretary. 

The motive for annulling the appointment, namely, 
the want of funds, has proved to be fallacious; as our 
funds are in so good a state, that we could with ea^e have 
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borne that expense, notwithstanding the heavy disburse- 
ments of the past session ; while, in the Society's published 
Proceedings, the members possess additional data to 
direct their judgment on the question, as to whether, 
independently of the general duties of such an officer, 
it is probable that expositions of the Society's labours, on 
which the public appreciation of the body mainly depends, 
can be continued with exemption from every expense, 
that of printing excepted, — whether the literary work, 
which must precede that of the tjrpographer, is likely to 
be performed unrequited. Such a judicious appropri- 
ation of the funds which we possess, as will tend to their 
augmentation and not to their diminution, is that which 
I advocate; and it rests with you to decide whether, 
contrary to all precedent, we are to proceed on our way 
without remunerating those labours which no honorary 
officers (with whom even regular attendance at the meet- 
ings of the Council is impracticable), however exalted 
their attainments, can be expected to perform. 

I also feel bound in justice to the gentleman by whom 
the office in question was kindly accepted, to say, that 
he filled it most efficiently ; illustrating every subject with 
that industry, unassuming ability, and fund of chrono- 
logical and antiquarian learning, which are so well known 
and appreciated by other learned Societies ; while, as to his 
numismatic acquirements, I deem it enough to refer to 
the Indo-Bactrian alphabet which accompanies this ad- 
dress. Nor should I omit to say, that I am more obliged 
to him for the services that he has rendered me, than 
to any other member; and that, without his services 
as a remunerated officer, and his subsequent voluntary 
assistance, I could not have performed the' duties of the 
presidency, even in the imperfect manner in which they . 
have been executed ; and farther, that, besides having 
materially promoted the establishment of the Society by 
the introduction of many of our original and most learned 
members, he never, on any one occasion, was absent from 
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his post at the Council, or at the evening meetings of the 
Society, so long as he held office. 

I shall, conformably with my proposed plan^ next 
proceed to take a brief and general review of the results 
of our united labours during the period in which I have 
had the honour of presiding in this chair. 

These labours have added sixty-four communications 
to the literary records of public bodies; of which the 
merit is necessarily various, but of which several are of 
extreme value and acknowledged importance ; while all 
are of a tendency to promote the objects of the Numis- 
matic Society, and to familiarise and render more generally 
understood an important branch of history, hitherto too 
little attended to or appreciated in this country : that is, 
at the rate of about three original communications read 
before each of our twenty-two ordinary meetings, and of 
two from each of the thirty-four contributors who have 
favoured the Society with their communications. 

Our first session' produced eighteen original papers, 
from eleven contributors, in a field of literary research 
which had hitherto been, in a great degree, untried on 
collective principles, although with great success by emi- 
nent individuals, whose labours, both past and present^ 
it has been our object to bring into that juxtaposition, 
which, by leading to the comparison of means and ends, 
has ever been found the most profitable to the causes of 
inquiry and truth. 

The second session added twelve new names to our 
list of contributors, while seven of those of the preceding 
session continued to favour us with their assistance ; and 
the result of their united labours was twenty-three com- 
munications. 

The third session, now about to dose^ has been dis- 
tinguished by a further augmentation of eleven writers to 
support our older contributors^ several of whom have 
continued unremitting in their efforts to promote the 
objects of the Society ; and twenty-three communications 
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have been the result: so that the expressive phrase, 
vires acquirit eundo^ by which the Coancil have summed 
up our progress, is peculiarly appropriate to that branch 
of it on which all the rest depends ; and the numerical 
elements of which it is, therefore, as necessary to have 
before you, as that of the members of the Society whose 
attention is thus occupied. 

Accurate analyses of two-thirds of these communi- 
cations are now before the Society and the literary world, 
with* such occasional illustrations in the form of anno- 
tations, as are of a tendency to render them more useful 
to the general antiquary and reader ; and as much of 
the matter has been condensed into a perspicuous tabular 
{oxm as the several cases admitted. 

By reference to these it will be found, as our Council 
have remarked, '' that, besides important additions to that 
branch of knowledge which it is the especial province of 
the Numismatic Society to cultivate, the, causes of history, 
archaeology, criticism, and art, have been materially 
advanced by the united labours of its members and 
contributors." 

Among the communications alluded to, there is one 
which peculiarly calls on the attention of the historian and 
the critic, independently of its deep interest in connexion 
with numismatic science ; and this, without in the least 
undervaluing the other excellent papers in our. Proceed- 
ings. I feel that I cannot too often dwell upon the numis- 
matic elucidations of history by a learned Oriental professor 
(p. 107, &c.); in further illustration of whose researches, 
which were spoken of more at length in my last address 
(p. 232, &c.), an extended Indo-Bactrian alphabet, or 
syllabary, accompanies the present. 

This alphabet, for which, together with the data and 
substance of the observations in illustration of it, I have to 
express my obligations to the learned editor of our Proceed- 
ings, Isaac Cullimore, Esq., and which may be considered 
an extension of the beautiful specimen alphabet with which 
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Professor Wilson fayoured the Society, is also derived from 
the late Mr. Prinsep's last analysis, {Jour. As. Soc, Beng, 
July 1838, p. 636, and seqOs — beyond comparison the 
most comprehensive and best that has appeared; and is 
digested on the plan of the Ethiopic alphabet, so as to 
bring immediately before the reader the numerous intona- 
tions and syllabic characters detected by that indefa- 
tigable inquirer, and without an acquaintance with which 
the coin inscriptions cannot be accurately read. It is 
disposed in the Sanscrit order of the letters, as adopted 
by Mr. Prinsep and Professor Wilson, because the lan- 
guage to be e^cpressed is allied to the Sanscrit, although 
read from right to left like the Pehlvi, the Zend, and the 
Hebrew; the palatal class and all but one nasal being 
omitted, as best suited to the Greek alphabet, with which 
the comparison is made. This alphabet is lithographed 
with that spirit, accuracy, and appropriateness, which 
distinguish all the productions of our learned and inge- 
nious member, Joseph Bonomi, Esq., and it is accompanied 
by another of twenty-four of the leading Indo-Bactrian 
characters, as explained by the learned Professor Lassen 
in his analysis of 1838,* which appeared at about the 
same time with that of Mr. Prinsep, and in which he im- 
proved upon the first analysis of the latter, published in 
1835. And I should remark, that, although differing as 
to the force of a few of the characters, Professor Lassen 
has materially confirmed the more comprehensive results 
of the brief analysis of our countrymen, as will appear by 
the forces of the letters, as stated from both authorities^ in 
the accompanying plate, on which a few variations adopted 
by Dr. C. L. Grotefend, which partially affect the read- 
ing of the inscriptions, are represented parenthetically; 
and the characters which are found on the coins of Aga- 
thocles and Pantaleon (among which the compound letter 

* Zur Geschichte der Griechischen und Indoskythischen Konige in 
Bactrien Kabul und Indien durch, entziflferung der Alt-Kabulischen 
Legenden auf ihren Miinzen. Von Christian Lassen. Bonn, 8vo. 
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kl or kla deserves particular notice in connection with 
the Indian a or an and kra^ with which Professor Wilson 
has favoured me), are distinguished in connexion with 
the old Indian alphabet, in which two other additional 
characters, answering to E and G, and a few variations, 
are inserted on the authority of Dr. Lassen. 

That scholar and Mr. Prinsep simultaneously rejected 
the Semitic medium of interpretation, which had been 
previously adopted ; and assumed that the language of 
the coins is that of the people who inhabit the coun- 
tries where they are found, although clothed in foreign 
Semitic characters — a proposition, the validity of which 
few readers who examine their separate and independent 
results will be disposed to question, whether the dialect 
of the coins be the Pali of Prinsep, or the Pracrit of 
Lassen ; and which was anticipated by Professor Wilson 
in his memoir read before this Society, on Nov. 16, 1837. 
(See pp. 114, 116, and Numismatic Journal^ No. VII. 
p. 161.) 

I subjoin the bilingual titles and names of the kings 
on which these results are founded — viz. the Greek, with 
the Indo-Bactrian translations or syllabic equivalents 
expressed in European letters, which is necessary to the 
immediate appropriation of the alphabet to the coin 
inscriptions. The best test of the interpretation being 
found in the application of the several royal titles, which 
must determine the language, and limit the force of the 
characters primarily determined by the names, I adjoin 
to Mr. Prinsep's readings of the titles, those of Profes- 
sor Lassen and Dr. C. L. Grotefend, (whose " Die Miin- 
zen der Griechischen, Parthischen, und Indoskythischen 
Konige von Bactrien, und der L'andern auf Indus," 
Hanover, 1839, is the clearest and most convenient 
manual of Indo-Bactrian discovery that has yet ap- 
peared;) the latter being grounded on a comparison of 
the two former, and differing from Mr. Prinsep chiefly in 
the characters expressing the letters T and R. 
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Having thus brought the leading systems into juxta- 
position, I leave it to readers more learned than myself 
to decide between tbem, although I have no hesitation in 
leaning to the interpretation of our countryman, which is 
founded on the langnage(thePaZi) whichseemstohaveheld 
an universal sway during the prevalence of the Buddhist 
&ith in India, and is the parent of many existing dialects ; 
besides that, Professor Lassen and Dr. Grotefend overlook 
several compound characters, which are clearly deter- 
mined by Mr. Prinsep, and verified by the old Indian 
alphabet, as a or an in Antimachus, &c., kra in Eukra- 
tides, pli in Philoxenes, hla or kli in Heliocles, &c ; and 
confound others, as ka and spa or ba^ &c., which are 
equally well defined and distinct ; besides frequent omis- 
sion in noticing the vowel inflections : while a compa- 
rison of the coins will determine that the tt, AZt, t^ dhy phy 
and 8 of Mr. Prinsep, are decidedly preferable to the t, ra, 
r, V, u, and 6, with which the same characters are repre- 
sented by Professor Lassen. And in this preference I am 
happy to know that I am sanctioned by the first Sanscrit 
scholar of our time — aa honoured member of this Society, 
from whose further researches we may expect complete 
elucidation of the present question, in its historical and 
geographical, as well as its philological, bearings. 

The fact of Mr. Prinsep having the original coins 
before him, will in a great degree account for his superior 
accuracy in defining and distributing the characters; 
while his interrogatories augment our confidence in the 
results. 

A few homograms, or characters, and inflections having 
apparently different and inconsistent forces, as gi^ ti^ dhi ; 
ta, ti ; tay or da, tUy ha ; da^ ra ; tiy or diy dhi, ri ; ndy 
me; hiy Ae, — are difficulties which partly arise from the 
similarity of some of the characters, and which, it may 
be expected, will be cleared up as the inquiry advances. 

I ought to mention that the accompanying alphabet 
contains a few letters more than those defined by Mr. 
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Prinsep, partly from his own essay, and partly from other 
sources which cannot be mistaken ; as AAt, from the new 
name Archerius ; hi, from the title MaAirajasa, on a coin 
of Kadphises ; ti or di^ from Raja/irajasa, on a coin of 
Kadphises and the name Diomedes, being an inflection of 
da introduced from a coin of Apollodotus ; Aa, from MaAara- 
jasa, on coins of Agathocleia, Philoxenes, and Lysias ; he^ 
from a coin of Hermeens ; sha^ from one of Azes and 
Azilises ; dphi, from coins of Kadphises. 

The following are the ascertained bilingual titles, in 
each of which the Greek genitive termination is met by 
Mr. Prinsep with the Pali genitive termination sa, as is 
also uniformly the case in the series of bilingual names — 
an improvement, the consistency of which must strike 
even a novice : for, admitting with Professor Lassen, the 
final characters of the words to represent O, the two last 
letters of each title are then expressive of but one syllable, 
while each of the preceding letters, among which the 
penultimate is always found, is, with its inherent vowel, 

syllabic. Thus, the termination of the titles, in jtisa or 
gastty tasa or rasa, kasa^ &c., are uniform with the rest of 
the words; wherieas, ^6, t6, r6, A6, &c., are inconsistent 
with the system of inherent vowels, and with the pre- 
ceding syllabic characters. The same remark appliiBs to 
the royal names, of which one example, for which I am 
indebted to Professor Wilson, is conclusive for the validity 
of the criterion : the final letter occurs in the middle of 
the name Lysias, and even Professor Lassen is compelled 
to read it as a syllabic S — Li^ij^ or Li5aj6, which becomes 
Li^ija^a according to the consistent reading of Mr. Prin- 
sep. The is, moreover, a nominative termination, as I 
learn from the same high authority, and is therefore in- 
consistent with the Greek genitive with which the final 
character invariably corresponds. The similarity of the 
letters representing D, T, and R, and the difference be- 
tween the German and the English orthography, will ac- 
count for the other variations. I must, however, notwith- 
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standing these differences, freely admit that it is owing to 
the profound learning and independent researches of Dr. 
Lassen 9 that our native results have become almost de- 
monstrations. For, while Mr. Prinsep's first readings of 
the royal names (as Eukaratido^ Mvnano^ Apollodato^Day* 
amidOf Ermayo^ Atialkido (or to)^ Atimako, Lisado (?), 
Ajo) laid the foundation of all subsequent discovery, as 
the language of the titles came to be understood, bis imper- 
fect original readings of the latter, founded partly on a 
comparison- with the Pehlvi inscriptions, while under an 
impression that the language was either Semitic, or 
expressed the Zend form of Sanscrit words ; as Maldhao 
or MaharaOj for Ba^/Xi a;; ; Malakan Malaka^ or Malakao 
Malaho, for BattXtMi Batf/Xiwv; Rakaho or Rakkako^ for 
SoH-jj^o^; Ajido or Ajidado^ for Nfx^po^ou; Aparajido or 
ApalyidOj for Av/xfjrou and N/xaro^o; ; Kdkkao, for Mf^aXou, 
— afford conclusive proof that a right appreciation of the 
language of the epithets was all that was necessary to 
complete results so ably commenced in the dark. 



Titles. 

LaSSEV. OaOTBFEKD. 



PaiKSEP. 



BA2IAE02 

BASIAEQS BA2IAEQN 
2QTHP02 



I 



NIKH*OPOT 



NIKAT0P02 \ 
ANIKHTOT \ 



AIKAIOT 



METAAOT 



Maharag6 . . 

Maharag6 
ragaragd . . 

Tadar6 . . 
Oajavatd .. 
Apa1ihat6.. 
Damikd . . 
Mahat6 . . 



Maharagasa . . • . 

Maharagasa raga- 
ragasa or ragadi- 
ragasa 

Ta&rasa 



Oajavatasa . 
Apalihatasa, 
Damikasa . 



Mahataaa or Maha- 
takasa 



Maharajasa. 

Maharajasa rajara- 
jasa or rajatirajasa. 

Dadatasa or Nanda- 

tasa. 
Jayadharasa or 

Jayadarasa. 
Apavihatasa or 

Apalihatasa. 
Dhamikasa or 

Damikasa. 
Mahatasa or Maha- 

takasa. 



> (Agathodeia) The termination hateua only remains. 



eEOTPonoT or 
eEOTPonoT 

eEOT (Antimachus^] 

«iAonATOP02 . . (ApoUodotus) > No Indo-Bactrian equivalents. 
AAEA^OT (Spalyrius) ) 



4 



■5 1 
Mi 



II 






I III® 
If I III !#.., 

M mil iumi 



ill 



It 

si 

11 






ii 



HI. 



p 



>p- 



5-53 3 
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I should say that in the preceding list the royal names 
are, for the sake of convenience, transposed from tlie ' 
alphabetic order of Mr. Prinsep, into the order in which 
similarity of title appears to connect them ; which, besides 
facilitating a comparison of the coins, will be found useful 
in the chronological arrangement of the series. Thus, 
the first Greek kings of Bactria and Bactrian India take 
the simple title of BatftXica^, and so do Agathocles and 
Pantaleon, whose coins alone have the names in Indian 
characters on the reverse. Eucratides adds those of 
^ojTfi^og and MsyaXou ; but neither of them appear on his 
Indo-Bactrian reverses, and the Ms/aXou is not adopted 
by any of his immediate successors, whose coins are con- 
nected together by the ^mtti^o^ till HermsBUs: then both 
7,(iiT7igog or i,(arr^^^ and Ms^aXot; or Ms^a;, appear on the 
coins of the Indo-Scythic kings, together with BatftXtug 
BatriXsoiy. Undopherres takes all these, and adds the 
Indo-Bactrian equivalent for N/xt^^o^ov, thus connecting 
his coins with those of the Greek line having N/xjj^o^ou, 
N/xaroPO(, and Avtxnirou, Then comes the new king Arche- 
lius, or Archerins, with N/x9]^o^ou and A/xa/ou, the latter 
being adopted by Heliocles, and on the reverses of the 
coins of Vonones with the name Spalaharuy and also by 
Spalyrius, and Azes. The MsyaXou and BaaiXeug BaffiXsuv 

of the Indo-Scythians and Undopherres are also taken by 
Azes and several other princes in the list. The MeyaXov 
is then dropped, and the BaatXtug BaatXtm retained on the 
monolingual coins of the Indo-Scythians, with the Indian 
title PAO, in Greek characters, which, agreeing with the 
common ending of Pracrit masculine nouns in O, appears 
to have influenced Mr. Prinsep in his former adoption of 
that letter as represented by the final character of the 
coins, now happily replaced by the Pali Sa ; and also 
Professor Lassen in his preference for the Pracrit. Then 
follows PAONANA PAO; and lastly, one or two other 
Indo-Scythic titles, with which the series of titles may 
be said to terminate. 

F F 
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I bave remarked, that the Giou of Antimachasy the 
^i\oraro^6i of ApoIIodotus, and the Adi\pou of Spalyrius, 
are not found expressed on the Indo-Bactrian reverses ; 
and that the title which replaces Qbov^otou, or esor^o^ou, on 
the reverse of the solitary coin of Queen Agathodeia, is 
partly obliterated, the three last letters expressing hatasa 
only remaining. It may be supplied by apalihatasa, or 
apavikatasa, the equivalent for N/xaro^o; and Avixfirov^ and 
thus connect Agathocleia with one of the principal Greek 
lines. The type of Hercules seems to connect her with the 
Soters, and the 0fou of her Greek title with Antimachus 
Theos Nicephortis. I have, therefore, assigned her an in- 
termediate place ; preferring the above to the tadar6 or 
tadarasa (dadatasa) of Drs. Lassen and Grotefend, or the 
devamatasa of Mr. Prinsep, none of whom were aware 
that more than the two last letters remained : nor is it 
necessary to invent a new Indo-Bactrian epithet to meet 
that of 0for^o^ou, as the Greek and Indo-Bactrian titles 
are sometimes different, as on coins of Eucratides, 
Antimachus, and ApoUodotus, the Indo-Scythians and 
Indo-Parthians, although, in the majority of instances, 
translated one from the other. The reverses of Spalyrius 
give US putasa, ou/ou, which does not appear in the Greek. 

With reference to the foregoing list, I should notice 
that the historical place of Mayes, at the end of the 
Greek series, which was inferred in our Proceedings at 
p. 121, has been confirmed by a coin quoted by Mr. 
Prinsep, having the barbarous BaeiXsus Bx^iXsw MsyaXou 
(Jour. As. Soc, Beng. ubi supra, p. 651); while the 
recent chronological position of the Azes coins, after the 
Indo-Scythian, having Greek inscriptions, which was 
inferred in the same place (p. 122), is also confirmed 
by two new coins, from which Mr. Prinsep draws the 
following inference — "Between the two one important 
fact is established, namely, that at this period of the Azes 
dynasty the use of the Greek was entirely lost, while the 
native character was written with greater correctness in 
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the same, or rather the inverse ratio. The Greek legend 
is a mere jumble of letters, but the Bactrian reads con- 
tinuously." {J, A. S, B. ubi sup, p. 655.) The same in- 
genious inquirer has also rectified the place of Spalyrius, 
who was, with the French numismatists^ admitted as the 
brother of Lysias (see Proceedings^ p. 119), but who 
now appears, from the Indo-Bactrian reverse of the coin 
having AdsX^ou rou Batf/Xfoi;, to have been son of the 
prince Spalabara, whose name is on the reverses of the 
coins of Vonones (as those of Heliocles and Azilises are 
on the reverses of coins of Eucratides and Azes), and the 
brother of Spalyrisns (?) (J, A. S.B. ubi sup, pp. 649-50), 
who probably succeeded Vonones, and is now added to 
the list, together with the Greek king Archelius, or 
Archerius (whose titles would give him a place between 
Heliocles Dic^eus and Antimachus Nicephorus)^ and the 
barbaric prince Abagasus. 

In conclusion, I should observe that the series of titles 
furnish us with the following general chronological in- 
ferences. Whatever were the localities of the Indo- 
Bactrian sovereigns, the titles o{ Soter, and of Dicceus^ 
NicephoruSj &c., give us at least two lines commenc- 
ing with Eucratides SoteVy and Heliocles Dicceus^ whom 
we have seen connected on the coin engraved with Pro- 
fessor Wilson's specimen alphabet. Again, the Indo- 
Scythian Soters having Batf/Xso;; BatftXsuv, who are con- 
nected with the reverses of the coins of HermsBus Soter^ 
were undoubtedly later than the Greek Soters with 
BatfiXsMi only; and in like manner, the Indo- Parthian 
Diccei with Ba^iKitag BatfiXeuv were as certainly subsequent 
to the Greek Diccei with the simple title of BatrtXeug; 
while the titles of Undopherres — BccaiXeug BattiXim 
loiTfi^g^ to which Jayadharastty the equivalent for N/X9j- 
fo^ou, is added on the reverses of a coin quoted by Mr. 
Prinsep — would appear to connect both lines in this 
Indo-Scythic or Indo- Parthian ruler; so that we have at 
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least a double series throaghout, as already inferred in the 
Proceedings (p. 119, and seqq.) 

I have thus endeavoured to render tbe substance of 
Mr. Prinsep's analysis more generally accessible, and to 
place before numismatists an alphabet which may facilitate 
the decipherment of a literature which is so peculiarly their 
own, without the previous laborious study of the learned 
treatises which have appeared on this question ; and 
whereby the leading Indo-Bactrian inscriptions may be 
immediately read with almost as much facility as the 
corresponding Greek inscriptions; which is moreover, 
like the phonetic system of Champollion, capable of 
unlimited improvement and extension, as the inscriptions 
augment in variety : for it is evident that the foundation 
of our new system, derived from the names and titles of 
kings, is exactly similar to that of the phonetic hiero- 
glyphics. 

Nor is the progress of discovery in the two cases 
dissimilar. The original conjectures of Young and 
Prinsep, by the resolution of a few proper names, 
although in neither case free from error, respectively laid 
the foundations which were matured into systems ; in the 
one case by a rival, but in the other by the more fortu- 
nate original discoverer, neither of whom survived to 
reap the harvest of his labours : while the researches of 
Salvolini and Lassen determine the validity of the results, 
by proving that neither the language of the hieroglyphics 
or of the coins is Semitic, but that, as assumed by the 
original decipherers, they respectively represent native 
dialects of Egypt and India. Nor shall we want a 
parallel to the ulterior developement of Rosellini and 
Wilkinson, when the researches of the scholar, who an- 
ticipated the language of the coins, are fully before the 
public. 

The affinity of the beautiftil and uniform Indo-Bactrian 
system of points, and of double or extra alphabetic 
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characters, with that of the Amharic or Ethiopic, will be 
obvious ; as well as that the series of characters is equally, 
if not more, extensive, as suggested in my last address 
(p. 234) : for it is evident that almost enough has been 
discovered to shew that every consonant and syllabic 
character has variations carrying it through the whole 
series of vowels, so as to raise the number of characters 
to hundreds. 

It will be perceived that the inflections begin with the 
vowels ; that a small dash across the hook expressing A, 
transforms it into I ; an oblique dash above, or on the 
right, to E, and a dot or horizontal dash on the left, to k : 
and that similar marks give to the consonants and double 
letters, in each of which A seems in the first instance 
inherent, similar inflections, subject to some variations ; 
while the change to U is effected by the loop at the foot 
of the letters; and this would probably also be found 
tp commence with the primary vowel, if more examples 
were accessible ; the character expressing U being ap- 
parently a mere variation of the hooked A. The inflec- 
tion O is uncertain ; and it is remarkable that the only 
known name, ONHNOT, which might be expected to decide 
it, has no Indo-Bactrian reading. I should remark that 
the orders of the vowels and vowel inflections, observed 
on the accompanying plate, are those of Mr. Prinsep. 
They ought to have been alike, but the difference is of no 
importance. 

More than one hundred and thirty characters are 
already determined with much probability; viz. about 
twenty from the royal titles, which are increased to above 
sixty by the names on published coins, and these again 
to nearly eighty by homophones, while Mr. Prinsep has 
added about fifty from other coins, and from the tablets 
and vases of the Topes ; which latter, if less important to 
the purposes of numismatists, are of a tendency to com- 
plete the system of inflected characters. 

There being not less than forty denominations of 
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letters, and this number being nearly doubled by ascer- 
tained homophones in A, independently of a number of 
inflections in I, of which the primaries have not yet been 
discovered, we have almost eighty primary characters. 
Estimating them at seventy, exclusively of the vowels, 
the five inflections of each would raise the sum total to 
above four hundred, and thus give a system which has no 
parallel but in that of the ancient Egyptians. 

It will, in fact, be found that our coin alphabet 
is connected with the Semitic system to the west of 
Bactrian India, by the omission of vowels, the form of 
the characters (among which those of the Beth of 
Abagasus, the Tsaddi of the Titles, the Dakth and Resh 
of most of the coins, and the Samech of all, are at least 
indisputable), and the order of writing them ; with the 
Sanscrit to the east and south, by the language which 
they envelope, as well as by an analogous series of letters 
affected by the vowels ; with the Amharic, by the vowel 
points and extra- alphabetic characters; and with the 
ancient Egyptian, by the number of characters, the 
homophones, and syllabic letters; so as to connect these 
several systems, and almost to justify the suggestion 
thrown out in my last address, that the epoch for the 
introduction of the newly discovered writing into Bac- 
trian India may, with much probability, be sought in 
that of Egyptian conquest and domination, in corre- 
spondence with the tradition common to Greek writers, 
that the same Ethiopian race inhabited the banks of 
the Nile and of the Indus ; and, consecpently, that the 
suspected connexion between Egypt and India is more 
likely to be cleared up by the recovered numismatic 
literature of the East than by any other means hitherto 
proposed (see pp. 235-7) : and, in illustration of this view, 
I may notice a curious analogy with reference to the only 
Graeco-Bactrian quden hitherto found on the coins : — " It 
is a curious fact," remarks Mr. Prinsep {J. A. S.J3. ubi 
sitpra, p. 644), "that the name of the queen (Agathocleia) 
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does not appear to be feminine in the Bactrian legends, 
and the title Maharajasa is also in the mascaline'* — in 
strict agreement with the anomalous character of the 
Egyptian queens regnant: thus, the *' daughter of the 
sun," who raised the great obelisk of Karnak, has not 
only the male attire but a beard, as appears by Mr. 
Bonomi's model of this obelisk. (See, also, Wilkinson's 
Thebes^ p. 92 ; and Manners of the Ancient Egyptians^ 
vol. i. p. 62.) 

I feel that I should also direct your especial attention 
to a memoir by my successor elect in this chair, — the 
collation of a passage, in twenty-three manuscripts, of 
the Commentaries of C^sar ; by which he has ascertained 
that, contrary to the opinions of the greatest critics of the 
last two centuries, the imperial author speaks the lan- 
guage of numismatic discovery, regarding the coinage of 
our British ancestors (see Proceedings, p. 183). 

That the second portion of our Proceedings evinces a 
decided advancement in the labours of the Society, will 
be freely admitted ; while the contributors to the former 
portion are, as already intimated, with few exceptions, also 
contributors to the latter. Like the coins of Eucratides and 
Menander, which they illustrate (pp. 117, 118), they toge- 
ther exhibit our intellectual portrait in the states of youth 
and puberty ; and it is an agreeable task to record that to 
the first has been already awarded the favourable verdict 
of the leading European literati: hence we may antici- 
pate that on its successors with pleasing hope. And that 
no difference of opinion may occur in the Society, of a 
tendency to check the continuance of similar annual 
expositions of the progress of our still more matured 
estate, is my earnest and confident expectation. 

The third series of our analyses will be before the 
Society previously to the appearance of the present ad- 
dress, should it be deemed worthy of the typographical 
honours, awarded to its predecessors ; and I will here 
add^ with reference to that which forms our Proceedings 
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during the session now at its close, that archsBology has 
been illustrated from numismatic evidence by the learned 
communications of Dr. Grotefend and Mr. Tudor ; our 
knowledge of numismatic history and antiquities ad- 
vanced by those of Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Akerman, Mr. 
Sharpe, Mr. C. R. Smith, Mr. Birch, Mr. Pfister, 
Mr. Borrell, Sir Henry Ellis. Mr. Bui^on, and the 
Rev. G. C. Renouard ; and the present currencies of 
remote regions of the world elucidated by Mr. Holroyd 
and Mr. d'Abbadie ; while we are also indebted to our 
learned secretary, Mr. Akerman, for bringing before us 
the names of several cities hitherto unrecorded in the 
numismatic nomenclature of Oriental geography : and I 
should also remark that the memoirs on British and 
Saxon coins by some of our members have elicited several 
other valuable papers, more particularly those " On the 
Silver Coin and Coinage of Great Britain ;" " On the mode 
of ascertaining the Places to which British Coins belong, 
and the Classification of them ; " and '^ On the Coinage 
of the Ancient Britons ; " which, although they have not 
been read before the Society, have been given to the 
public in the Numismatic Chronicle : so that our Society 
may claim the merit of having advanced the cause of 
British Numismatics, both directly and indirectly. 

Among the communications to the Society to which 
I have in general terms adverted, there are several to 
which, from their interest and novelty, I would call your 
particular attention. Those by our associate, the learned 
Dr. Grotefend of Hanover, '* On the Ring-money of the 
Ancients," and *' On the People who first stamped 
Money," are full of interest ; and I need not add that 
these papers contain a mine of learning on the history of 
ancient nations, as the productions always do which 
proceed from a writer who unites the historical learning 
of a Marsham with the sagacity of an Eckhel. 

Our best attention is also claimed by an interesting 
paper ** On the Eagle and Thunderbolt of the Coins of 
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Rome and Syria/' which has been communicated to us 
by our excellent member Mr. Sharpe ; to whom the 
Society has also been obliged for other papers illustrating 
the history of Egypt, and the ancient empires of the 
East. 

During the past session, the Society has also been . 
favoured with papers on the currency of two countries of 
Africa, with which we are little acquainted, and which 
are interesting in a variety of respects. The first, from 
Mr. Holroyd, a learned traveller, who has lately returned 
to England, *' On the Iron Money of Kordofan, called 
Uasshashah," which elucidates the communication made 
by Mr. Bonomi on the same subject in 1838 (see p. 178) ; 
and confirms a passage in the travels of Denham and 
Clapperton on the iron currency of Loggun in Negroland. 

The other communication to which I allude, is '' On 
the Currency of Abyssinia," from Mr. Thompson d*Ab- 
badie, a scholar of varied learning in the modern European 
and Arabic languages, and in the dialects of Abyssinia, 
from which country he has recently returned, after an 
absence of some years from England. In enumerating 
the varieties and changes of the Abyssinian currency, he 
mentions that in one district salt, cut into an oblong 
form, is used as the medium of exchange, in confirmation 
of the accounts of some of the most learned writers on that 
country. 

Among these, Ludolph {Historia JEthiopica^ lib. i. 
c. 7, de Metallis et Mineralibus, Francfort, 1681,) remarks 
that gold is found in the country, but not silver, and that 
iron is found in quantity near the surface of the earth ; 
also that on the confines of Tigre and Angouro, in a dis- 
trict called " the land of salt," there are mountains of salt, 
which hardens when exposed to the air, and is cut by the 
natives into large pieces, which are sold into other pro- 
vinces as an article of merchandise, and also used, in pieces 
of a certain form, as a substitute for money. 

He also remarks (lib. iv. c. 7), that no money is coined 
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m Ethiopia, barter being far more frequent than buying 
and selling, and the exchange being sometimes for iron, 
but chiefly for salt hewn out of the mountains, which in 
most districts supplies the place of money, and for which 
all things are to be purchased ; so that in the remote parts 
of Ethiopia you may buy a good mule for two or three 
bricks of salt, which, according to this traveller, replaced 
pepper, as the medium of barter. 

But, although there was no native Ethiopian or Abys- 
sinian coinage, wc find that country connected with the 
coinage of the Romans, the Emperor Severus having, 
according to Ludolph (lib. i. c. 1), ordered the name of 
its inhabitants to be inscribed on the coins which com- 
memorated the Roman conquests in Arabia; in support 
of which he quotes Scaliger (Comput, JEccles. jEthiop, 
de EmendationeTemporum, lib. vii.) — Aj3a<rtjvwv, (Abassi' 
norum) in ejus nummis legitur^ and again, AHOXMEITXIN 
(Axumitarum) extare in numismati quodam, notat Scaliger. 
But I am not aware that such a coin exists in any of the 
cabinets of Europe, or has been described as having been 
in the possession of any traveller. 

We likewise find in the Voyaye to Ethiopia in the 
Years 1698-1700, by M. Poncet (London, 12mo. 1719), 
iron money and the Spanish dollar and its parts, which, 
together with wedges of gold and salt, are mentioned as 
forming the currency of the country ; and his description 
of the latter agrees with those of Ludolph and Mr. d*Ab- 
badie. — '*The smallest piece of money of that kingdom is 
of the value of a French double ; it is a little bit of iron 
of the iigure of St. Anthony's cross. The fadda comes 
from Turkey, and is a small silver piece less than a 
denier; its worth a penny., Besides these two sorts of 
coin they only make use of Spanish reals and piastres, 
which are to be round, for the square ones are not current 
in trade. A piastre is about the value of four livres in 
that country also. 

'* Although the extent of the town be of three or four 
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leagues, yet it has not the beauty of ours^ nor can it bare ; 
because the houses are only of one story, and hare no 
shops. This does not hinder, but that they have a great 
trade. All the merchants meet in a wide, spacious place 
to treat of their a&irs ; there they expose their mer- 
chandise to sale ; the market lasts from morning to 
night ; all sorts of commodities are sold there : every one 
has his own proper place, where he exposes upon mats 
what he has to sell. Gold and salt are the money with 
which they traffic in that country. The gold is not 
stamped with the prince's image as in Europe ; it is in 
wedges, which they cut according as they have occasion, 
from an ounce to half a drachm, which is the value of 
thirty sols of our money ; and to the end they may not 
adulterate it, there are every where goldsmiths who make 
trial of its goodness. They make use of rock salt for 
small money : it is as white as snow and hard as a rock. 
They dig it out of the mountain Safta, and carry it into the 
emperor's magazines, where they form it into bars which 
they call amoulij or into half bars, which they call cour- 
man; each bar is a foot in length and three inches in 
breadth and thickness. Ten of these bars are worth three 
French livres. They break them according to the sum 
they have to pay ; and they equally make use of this salt 
for money and domestic occasions.** 

Before leaving the Ethiopian currency, I shall take 
the opportunity of observing that the total absence of 
a stamped coinage, ancient or modern, in that exten- 
sive region is peculiarly to be regretted ; as we are thus 
without the contemporary elucidation which this would 
have supplied, as in other countries, of the history of the 
people, and more particularly of their language and 
written characters : and the more so, as until a very 
recent period, we possessed little or no contemporary 
evidence of the age to which the Amharic language and 
mode of writing ascend. We know little more than 
that the former is of the Arabic family, although, like 
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the modern European languages, the Coptic, and the 
Sanscrit, written from left to right ; and like the latter, 
presenting a classification of sounds, and vowel modifica- 
tions of the characters by which they are expressed. 

The researches of our countryman, Lieut. Wellsted, 
and some Continental literati, in southern Arabia, have, 
however, brouglit to light inscriptions (seen, but not 
copied, by the traveller Niebuhr) which apparently oflFer 
the Amharic character in its primitive form without the 
syllabic points, and which, though yet undeciphered, are 
obviously written in the same manner, from left to right, 
and contrary to the order of the Arabic family of cha- 
racters. among which they are discovered. 

These are, unquestionably, of an epoch long anterior 
to the Mohammedan era, and any other known Arabian 
writing, and are supposed to be remains of the ancient 
Homerite, Himyaric, or Himy&,ritic Arabians, who, ac- 
cording to Oriental historians, extended their empire as 
far as India in the times of the Jewish kings and the 
Egyptian Pharaohs, and numbered among their sovereigns 
the Queen of Sheba. And the denomination Himyaric on 
the eastern, and o( Amharic on the western, sides of the 
Red Sea, which may be but different modes of expressing 
the same Oriental word, supported by the obvious Arabian 
origin of the Ethiopic, offers additional proof of the in- 
ference already drawn from the inscriptions ; while the 
alleged direction of the Himy&,ric empire agrees with the 
tradition to which I have already alluded (p. 374), that 
the same race were found on the banks of the Indus and 
of the Upper Nile. 

This brings me to another highly important memoir 
among our last session's proceedings — that by Mr. Tudor, 
" On the Light afforded by Coins for tracing the Progress 
of Civilisation ;" in which the learned writer shews, 
through the aid of coins and other monuments, that in 
coming from the east, the original seat of our race, the 
languages of mankind were invariably written from right 



381 

* 

to left, as the Hebrew, the Arabic, the Pehlvi^ the Phceni- 
cian, and the ancient Greek and Etruscan ; while, in 
returning from Europe eastwards, the order became 
changed ; and the classic Greek, the Latin, the Coptic, 
the Amharic, and the Sanscrit, give us a chain, connected 
by the recently discovered Himy&ric inscriptions, which 
extends south-eastwards from Italy to India. 

He therefore supposes the Amharic, which, as already 
mentioned, has several distinctions in common with the 
Sanscrit, to be the link which connects that system with 
the Arabic, as well as with the system of the west, with 
which it has many affinities — a view in agreement with 
the hypothesis of the learned Dr. Wall who supposes the 
Sanscrit syllabary to iiave been derived immediately from 
from the Ethiopic (see Proceedings of the Royal Irish 
Academy^ for November, 1837) ; and I shall suggest 
another link to this chain, by remarking that, as the 
Amharic clothes a Semitic dialect in a system of writing 
wbic.h is any thing but Semitic, so we find, on ad- 
vancing eastwards, in the recently discovered inscrip- 
tions of the Indo-Bactrian coins, the most ancient form 
of the Sancrit — the Pali, clothed, as already noticed, in 
a decidedly Semitic system of writing, which, returning 
westwards, again connects the Sanscrit with the Zend,, 
the Pehlvi, and the Hebrew ; so as in a manner to com- 
plete the circle of written characters, which reminds us 
of the travels of Osiris,^ from Egypt to Ethiopia, Arabia, 
and India, and back to Egypt, through Scythia and 
Europe, accompanied by his secretary Thoth or Hermes, 
the alleged inventor of writing, to civilise the world— a 
tradition which may thus have been founded on the circle 
of languages, as it existed 3000 years ago. 

Having thus far alluded to our literary progress, I 
shall next, agreeably to my proposed plan, advert to some 
topics which appear to come within the range of our 
inquiries, with the hope that n>y suggestions, if approved, 
may be followed out, to the advancement of knowledge, 
by some of our more able and erudite members. 
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The question respecting the best standard of value in 
a commercial country has long been agitated ; whether 
the silver of the ancient Greeks and Orientals, the 
gold of the Lydians and Persians, the copper of the 
Italians, or the paper of modern commerce. The question 
thus involves a metal currency, as well as the importance 
of paper as a circulating medium in a great commercial 
nation. Upon these subjects much has been written, and 
various have been the opinions of men of eminence, but 
the result still remains a qucestio vexata. One of the most 
recent elucidations of the subject has appeared in No. V. of 
the Numismatic Chronicle, from the pen of our worthy 
member Mr. Haggard ; and I am inclined to agree with 
him, that while the circulation of gold — the life-blood of 
commerce — should be allowed to be as free as air, the 
result of the evidence is that silver, rather than any other 
metal or representative of value, such as salt or pepper, 
should be made the standard of exchange in commercial 
nations like Holland, France, America, and England. 
This is, in fact, recurring to our ancient national standard, 
for, according to Bruce, the traveller, and Ruding, gold 
was first introduced into the English mint by Henry III. 
(see p. 227) — the fineness being twenty-four carats, at 
which it remained until the seventeenth of Edward III., 
when it was reduced to 23 carats 3} grains of fine gold, 
with half a grain of alloy. It was debased by Henry 
VIII. as low as 20 carats. If, however, we ascend to 
our British ancestors, we find that not only silver and 
copper, but gold, issued from the mint of Cunobelinus. 

In connexion with this subject, I may mention that in 
1699, in consequence of the great scarcity of silver coin, 
a re-coinage took place, when somewhat more than seven 
millions of money was issued in that metal : and yet so 
early as the seventh year of Queen Anne (1708), as we 
learn from Ruding, it was found necessary to give further 
encouragement to the coinage of silver, by ofiering a pre- 
mium upon every ounce of foreign coin, &c., that should 
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be brought to the Mint, within a limited period ; and in 
1717 (not more than eighteen years after the coinage), Sir 
Isaac Newton wrote in his report, that " if silver money 
should become a little scarcer, people would in a little 
time refuse to make payments in silver without a pre- 
mium." 

The want of a circulating medium, occasioned by the 
withdrawing of the diminished coin, was for a time 
severely felt, and after the suggestion of various methods 
to supply it, this was, at last, in a great measure, effected, 
in the year 1796, by the issue of Exchequer Bills, bearing 
an interest of 7Z. I2s. per cent per annum : a better sub- 
stitute, it must be allowed, than the leather money of our 
first Edward, or that which King John of France issued, 
on being impoverished by the payment of his ransom, 
consisting of bits of leather with a silver nail in the 
middle of each of them. 

But, although such issues might replace the metallic, 
for commercial purposes, it could not replace that which 
I shall call the higher moral purposes of coinage, which 
has, in all ages and countries, since its origin, been made 
indirectly the vehicle for circulating and promoting, by 
devices or mottoes and emblems, the good effects of social 
enjoyment, national prosperity, the cause of peace and 
liberty, good morals, justice, liberality, modesty, clemency, 
benevolence, religion, and almost every thing which enters 
into the composition of human happiness, whether in pri- 
vate life or public society : so that I will venture to affirm 
tliat by no other means has so many virtues been scattered 
over the world, as by the circulation of numismatic trea- 
sures with such emblems ; while in this form the virtues 
have been found to be most acceptable to the feelings, as 
well as to the wishes, of the people. 

And here I shall express my regret, that these records 
of the mental condition, as well as of the physical wants, 
of our race, would appear to have been quite overlooked 
in a new field of research, which has been opened to our 
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European savnns, by Sir Granville Temple, in his de- 
scription of the French expedition to Algiers, and the 
capture of Constantineh by the French amiy ; in which, 
while he has given many details of buildings, inscriptions, 
and ancient bas-reliefs, and alludes to certain tombs or 
temples, with their recesses in each side, and one at the 
extremity facing the entrance (which he supposes to have 
been devoted to the seven Cabiri, as their plan resembles 
that of the PhcBnician temples at Gozo), no mention 
whatever is made of coins discovered by him or by the 
officers of the army. 

While on this subject of numismatic art and an- 
tiquities, it can never be out of place to advert to our 
great national collection. In connexion with the usual 
annual parliamentary grant to the British Museum, moved 
by Sir Robert Peel, it has been judiciously recommended 
by Mr. Hume, that engravings of the coins and medals in 
that collection should be executed ; and I have much 
pleasure in adding, that another member, Mr. Hawes, 
has remarked that the Trustees had not only acknow- 
ledged the importance of such a proceeding, but had 
memorialised the Treasury for assistance to accomplish it. 

Whilst it is gratifying to learn that a proposal for the 
effectual improvement of the national Museum has thus 
met with the unanimous concurrence of our senators of 
all parties, a fact so much to their credit, however they 
may differ upon other questions ; we are additionally 
gratified to be aware, that a proposal for publishing a 
medallic history of Great Britain has been approved by 
the Trustees, and recommended by them to the Lords 
Commissioners of the Treasury, whom no want of patrio- 
tism, no deficiency of taste, no absence of admiration for 
the fine arts, has prevented from instantly carrying this 
desirable object into effect ; the simple want of funds, as 
I am inclined to believe, having caused the measure to be 
delayed for the present. 

That such a history is anxiously desired, and that it is 
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a desideratum for the encouragement of medallic en- 
graving, which becomes additionally important on account 
of its connexion with various other branches of our arts 
and manufactures, independently of the monetary, are 
facts granted : and it is to be hoped that the legislature 
will sanction a national grant, for the accomplishment of 
this long-wished-for work, during the next session of 
Parliament — a measure which we may further hope will 
be followed, if not accompanied, by one for the publication 
of the vi&lnable national collection of Greek, Roman, and 
other ancient coins. 

That a work of this kind would be an important 
acquisition to our national literature is universally ad- 
initted ; and its utility might be materially enhanced, if 
made to include the medals given by Evelyn, the works 
of Simon, the thirty-three plates published by Snelling, 
and a few other similar works, with additions from 
unpublished private collections. 

Of the desirableness of such a publication there can 
be no dispute; nor that it deserves encouragement 
from a patriotic and liberal government like ours, and 
from a public-spirited Queen, the protectress of our native 
industry, commercial greatness, and skilful artists : and 
I need hardly remark, that a Neighbouring Government, 
which is ever most liberal in all that relates to the arts 
and sciences, has patronised a work of a similar nature. 

In connexion with this subject, it is with some concern 
that I feel compelled to admit that the arts of medallic 
engraving and die-sinking have not been carried to such 
a degree of excellence in this country in modern times, 
as in France, Holland, and some parts of Germany, and, 
I may add, Stockholm and St. Petersburg, with some of 
the states of Italy, — a circumstance which may, in some 
measure, be attributed to the fact of the government not 
having bestowed a degree of patronage and encourage- 
ment upon this department of science, equal to that which 
it has experienced from other governments. 

G G 
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But, if the picture which we may draw of the branches 
of numismatic science at home, be less favourable than 
that furnished us by France, Italy, Germany, Denmark, 
and Sweden, we must also admit, that if they have not 
hitherto experienced an equal degree of encouragement 
from the higher powers, neither have they from indivi- 
duals of wealth and station ; and also that so much 
national talent has not come forward spontaneously in 
the branches alluded to, as in painting and sculpture. 

But we may, I think, look forward to the period with 
favourable hopes, when our Numismatic talent, industry, 
and merit, will be drawn out by having its just place 
assigned it by an impartial and rightly discerning public ; 
when our metropolis will be no longer behind Paris, 
Florence, modem Rome, or Vienna, in this department 
of the arts and sciences. And, although the encourage- 
ment of Royal favour has not hitherto been extended to it, 
it is not unreasonable to hope that some British Christina 
may rise up, who will rival that illustrious Swedish 
queen in her fondness and taste for the fine arts, and 
particularly that branch . of them which we cultivate, and 
she 60 much admired. For Christina, as a queen, stands 
foremost not only as an encourager of the fine arts, but 
for the excellence of her medals, and the taste with which 
she established a valuable collection of large and small 
brass Roman coins, of which we possess a catalogue, in 
folio, by the learned Havercamp, with sixty-three plates 
by Pietro Sancto Bartolo, published at the Hague in 
1742. And here I would suggest the field which coro- 
nation medals and, I may add, the premium medals 
awarded by Government and the Royal Society, as well 
as by other munificent bodies and individuals, open for 
fair competition among our artists, in their approach 
to excellence. In the issue of these, the advancement 
of the arts should be considered, as well as the reward 
of individual merit, and for such purposes the item of 
expense ought not to be thought of. 
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Nor should the taste and spirit of some of our former 
rulers be passed over in silence. The production of the 
rose noble, a coin superior to any other currency of that 
age for its fabric and beauty, distinguished the reign of 
Edward III.; and the national type represented on it 
was continued for some reigns. The best silver coinage 
of England, I believe, existed during the time of the 
Commonwealth, while the Protector possessed a Milton 
for his secretary, a Blake for his admiral, and a Simon 
for his moneyer, as the pattern-pieces of Simon will justify 
me in stating. The beauty of the coins of Queen Anne 
is also well known, and the talents of Croker are justly 
appreciated ; while our claims to merit at the present day 
are maintained by the ability of a Pistrucci, a Stothard, 
a Wyon, a Bain : although I admit that the art is not 
carried to the same degree of perfection and spirit by our 
artists as it exists in a neighbouring country, where the 
public encouragement given to numismatics may be suffi- 
ciently inferred from the collections at the Royal Library 
of Paris, at the Mint, and at the Palace of Versailles. 

The respect paid to the study of numismatics in 
France appears to be greater than that which exists 
amongst us (where the royal patronage is also inferior) ; 
and more facility is given to the public to inspect and 
examine works of numismatic art and talent. Besides 
the collections of statues, paintings, and various monu- 
ments which illustrate the history, or record the glory of 
France, in the Palace of Versailles — the paradise of 
modern Europe — there is also a national collection of all 
the coins and medals of France; and these, with the 
other departments, are open to the public inspection 
several days in each week. 

In the Royal Mint at Paris, the most convenient 
facility is given to strangers to inspect the process of the 
coinage, and to examine a collection of medals, em- 
bracing all the countries of Europe ; while copies of 
them may be obtained on the most reasonable terms. 
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In the Biblioth^qne da Roi facility is givexiy with polite- 
ness, frankness, and discretion, to amateurs of nnmismatic 
science, to inspect all the coins and medallions of Greece, 
Rome, and other ancient countries ; while an establish- 
ment, worthy of so great a country as France, is appointed 
to superintend these valuable stores of human art and 
knowledge, consisting of seven eminent men, whose names 
are all revered in the world of science ; * whereas, in 
Great Britain, so little is this noble science, and, it may 
be added, the science of antiquities in general, held in 
respect by the government, that to guard, systematise, 
and explain the numismatic treasures of the British 
Museum, only two gentlemen are at present appointed ; — 
both men, it is readily acknowledged, of renown, and 
only numerically inadequate to the appointment. It is 
therefore, to be hoped, that four other assistants, and of 
equal classic fame with our present curators, and those of 
an honourable and rival nation, will, ere long, be added to 
this department. 

Reverting to a former period, there is a familiar pass- 
age in Hume, so applicable to the present subject, that I 
trust the Society will pardon me for introducing it. Speak- 
ing of the origin of the Royal Society, which was founded 
by Bishop Wilkins and other philosophers, under the 
royal auspices immediately after the Restoration, he re- 
marks {Hist, of Eng. vol. x. c. 71): — " But this patent 
was all they obtained from the king. Though Charles 
was a lover of the sciences, particularly chemistry and 

* MM. Raoul-Rochette et Letronne, Couservateurs-administrateurs. 

M. Mionnet Conservateur-adjoint. 

M. Marion du Mersan Premier employ^. 

M. Murat Second employ^, dessinateur. 

M. Anatole Chabouillet Troisi^me employe, auxitiaire. 

M. ilf^rien de Longperrier Quatri^me employ^, sumu- 

m^raire. — Histoire du Cabir 
net des MedailleSf &c. par 
Marion du Mersan. Paris. 
1838. 
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mechanics, he animated them by his example alone, not 
by his bounty. His contemporary Louis (XIV.), who fell 
short of the king's genius and knowledge in this parti- 
cular, much exceeded him in liberality. Besides pensions 
conferred on learned men throughout all Europe, his 
academies were directed by rules, and supported by sala- 
ries ; a generosity which does great honour to his memory^ 
and, in the eyes of the ingenious part of mankind, will be 
esteemed an atonement for many of the errors of his 
reign. We may be surprised that this example should 
not be more followed by princes ; since it is certain that 
bounty so extensive, so beneficial, and so much celebrated, 
cost not this monarch so great a sum as is often conferred 
on one useless, overgrown favourite or courtier." Let us 
add, — Or than is paid to a reverend sinecurist Registrar 
of the Prerogative Court of Canterbury, or a lordly sine- 
curist Registrar of the High Court of Admiralty. 

Nor should I omit to mention the beautiful collection 
of coins and medals in the palace of Rosenborg, in the 
city of Copenhagen, which is open to public inspection at 
certain hours. This collection does much credit to our 
learned associates, the Chevalier Bronstedt and Mons. 
Thomsen, for their admirable arrangement of the coins, as 
well as honour to the King of Denmark, for his liberality 
in causing it to be formed, and for his judicious selection 
of the curators. The collection is described in a sheet 
Syllabus, or catalogue, which explains its contents to the 
visitors, without giving trouble to the directors. 

It is a circumstance not irrelevant to the present dis- 
cussion on the probable consequences of the liberality of 
our House of Commons to the British Museum, that the 
statute de FalsA Mon^td, passed in the twenty-eighth of 
Edward I., is expressed to have been made by the king, 
with the common assent of the prelates, earls, and barons, 
of the kingdom, — words which seem also to include the 
knights, citizens, and burgesses. It was, in fact, the 
necessity of obtaining money by general charges on the 
king's subjects, which produced the representative system 
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by which we are now governed, and which finally led to 
the establishment of the House of Commons itself, as a 
necessary part of the legislature for all purposes. — (Ste- 
phens, I. p. 100.) 

Hence we may, in some measure, assume that the 
House of Commons had a numismatic origin ; and every 
member of that body will, it is to be hoped, in the course 
of time, from patriotic feelings, become a member of this 
Society ; and thus promote an art which, besides involving 
the highest public interests, is, next to statues, replete with 
as much interest to the virtuoso as any monuments of an- 
tiquity; and which, by its beautiful results, gratifies the eye 
of the artist as well as of the antiquary. And this is a 
proper place to remark that some of the greatest characters 
of former times, great both in the field and the cabinet, 
were antiquaries : Scipio Africanus, LucuUus, Julius 
Caesar, and Augustus, were, as we learn from one of our 
first numismatic writers, our excellent foreign secretary, 
among the best antiquarians of Rome ; while the beauties 
of numismatic art had attractions for such men of genius 
as Annibal Caracci, Raffaelle, Petrarch, Politian, and 
Rubens ; as well as for such scholars as Ainsworth, 
whose elaborate glossary of Roman inscriptions evinces a 
deep acquaintance with antiquities, both monetary and 
monumental, and who was a collector of coins, as appears 
by one of his letters in my possession (printed in the 
Numismatic Chronicle, vol. i. p. 136). 

But, if the beautiful results of our art have been ad- 
mired by the greatest, the wisest, and the most cultivated, 
this art alone has been ennobled in every age, since the era 
of its first invention, by the circumstance of the privilege 
of coining having ever been claimed as the especial pre- 
rogative of the executive power (see Ruding, pt. i. p. 2), 
while the cultivation of every other art has been left to the 
community ; so much so, that among the ancients this 
privilege became the index to power itself, the first act 
of most princes having been the exercise of it. Hence, 
whether a Roman emperor or tyrant held the reigns of 
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government for years, months, or days, there are few of 
them of whom we do not possess abundance of monetary 
remains ; and if a child were created Caesar at the moment 
of his birth, the first step of his guardians was to issue 
money in the name of the infant prince. Hence, also, 
our great lawyer. Sir Matthew Hale {Pleas of the Crovm, 
vol. i. p. 188), denominates ''the legitimation of money, 
in England, one special part of the king's prerogative.'' 

We may, therefore, truly denominate our ars numis- 
matica the Ars Regia, of which the head of the government 
in every civilised nation ought to be the efficient patron 
and encourager, as well as the proprietor, — the first nu- 
mismatist in the state, the fountain of numismatic art and 
taste, as well as of numismatic denomination and value ; 
and personally the collector of the coins and medals as well 
as of the statues and portraits of former and contemporary 
sovereigns, as the surest method of arriving at comparative 
excellence. It is thus, gentlemen, not only a reasonable 
hope, — it is in the nature of things, that at no remote 
period we shall hail the nikh of our age and nation as 
our patroness, and hence the 'Stxn of our coins, as the 
true emblem of the state of numismatic art and science in 
Britain. 

I shall now advert to a few topics which 1 deem to be 
express desiderata in numismatic inquiry, and to which it 
would afibrd me much satisfaction if some of our learned 
members should direct their attention in the form of 
papers to be read before the Society. 

1. The delineation of temples upon coins would furnish 
very valuable and interesting materials — the form of the 
buildings, the number of columns, whether fluted or plain, 
the style of their architecture, the number of steps, &c. ; 
the form and contexts of the pediments, the ornaments 
upon these, and the roofs, &c. Also, the number and 
character of the divinities which are seen, or may be sup- 
posed to be within, and the degree of adoration which 
history assigns to each. The sacredness and antiquity of 
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the rites and offerings might be traced and elucidated in 
connexion with those of the holy temple which the pro- 
phet Habakkuk (ii. 18-20) opposes to the temples of the 
heathens — '* But the Lord is in his holy temple : let all 
the earth keep silence before him;" and which the 
Psalmist (xi. 4) explains — "The Lord is in his holy 
temple ; the Lord's seat is in Heaven." 

It may not in this place be unworthy of remark, that 
the sacredness which is attributed by all writers to the 
temples in which the Divinity is worshipped, under what- 
ever form, is extended by the Mohammedan law to indi- 
viduals ; as, according to the Koran, those persons who 
were travelling to the holy house or temple, were not to 
be violated, and were held sacred. 

2. In connexion with the priBceding, the ships of the 
ancients, as illustrated by coins, would form another sub- 
ject scarcely less useful and interesting. They might be 
traced from the sacred lunar baris, or ark, of the Egyptians, 
to the trireme of the Roman fleets ; and their size, the 
number of men on board, the duties of the steersmen, and 
the inscriptions and figures at their heads, as shewn by 
coins, would form interesting subjects for elucidation; 
while the new and singular type of a ship on the English 
coins, which, according to Selden (Mare Clausum, lib. ii. 
c. 26), was adopted in consequence of the victory of Ed- 
ward III. over the French fleet off Sluys, at Midsummer, 
1341, would connect this inquiry with modern times. 

3. The Vii*tues, as depicted on ancient coins, more 
particularly the Roman series, would also form a subject 
alike worthy the attention of the antiquary and the mo- 
ralist; while the Roman triumphs, the provinces of the 
empire, and the monetary illustrations of natural history, 
would afford almost inexhaustible food for the ingenious 
numismatist. 

4. Nor would the ear-rings worn by the terrestrial 
goddesses of antiquity, the Grecian, Egyptian, and Roman 
beauties, and even those of the patriarchal ages, prove a 
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less interesting subject than the monetary rings of the 
same period, with which it is closely and perhaps commer* 
cially connected (Job, xlii. 11, &c.) ; and although the 
head-dress of Queen Christina, as represented on her 
medals, might yie with some of those of the ladies of 
ancient Greece and of the Roman empresses, an amateur 
of the fine arts, and of the fair sex, would find ample 
room to dilate upon the superior taste of bygone days. 

5. The stone-worship of the ancients, as illustrated 
from coins by a learned member of this Society, is yet 
unexhausted, and may, I doubt not, be profitably recon- 
sidered in connexion with the stone idols of the pagan 
Arabs, and the pretended vocal stones of antiquity — as 
that from the river Pactolus, whose trumpet notes scared 
the robbers from the treasures which it guarded ; and the 
vocal statue of Memnon, which began at break of day to 
accost the sun ; both which are alluded to by Dr. Brew- 
ster, in his Letters on Natural Magic (Letter i. p. 13), 
as examples of the deceptions derived from acoustics ; and 
also the Xthi sfi^vxot — animated stones— -or BairvXeia of the 
Phcenicians, as described by Sanchoniatho (Euseb. Prtsp. 
Efoang. 1. i. c. 10: Cory's Anc. Frag. p. 12), — a term 
which seems even to point to the Sxn^D, or Ba/^9]X, of 
Jacob, the stone on which he reposed (Gen. xxviii. 11-22) ; 
the consecration of which in after times may have given 
rise to the stone-worship of the Phoenicians and their 
descendants (see p. 134 and seqq.) 

6. Another subject deserving attention and investi- 
gation, and which is of much interest, is the indentures or 
holes which appear in the centre of some Ptolemaic and 
other coins; and the concavities and convexities observable 
on some of those of the Seleucidse, which seem to have 
been an improvement upon the holes in the coins of 
Egypt, and to have been made by the instruments used in 
coining, by which the metal was kept firm, in order to 
receive the impression of the die. On a lai^e brass coin 
of Hadrian, in the cabinet of Captain Smyth ((Catalogue, 
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No. 182), there is a small round elevated mark or point 
in the centre, which appears to have been formed by the 
same operation — a practice which may be supposed to 
have succeeded the system of the ancient Greek coiners ; 
the impression on one side of some of the coins shewing 
that the stamp had sunk into the silver which surrounded 
it. In this case, the die is seen to make a perfect impres- 
sion ; but in after ages, when the coiners became more 
careful of their metal, and the pieces were previously cut 
of a certain form and size, in order to receive the die, 
other precautions were necessary to prevent the metal 
slipping from its place during the operation of stamping. 

7. The Graeco-Asiatic coins remind us of an interest- 
ing historical question which may, perhaps, be solved 
through their aid. A comparison of 1 Maccabees, vi. 16, 
with 2 Maccabees, ix. 18, leaves us in doubt whether 
Antiochus Epiphanes died at Babylon in the 149th year 
of the kingdom of the Greeks, as would appear from the 
former ; or, as we learn from the latter, in the mountains 
between Ecbatana and Judsea, during his retreat from 
Persia, whither he marched after his second voyage into 
Egypt, and subsequent conquest of Jerusalem, and took 
Persepolis. On this question we may hope to derive 
assistance from the Geographical Society, some of whose 
travellers may be able to ascertain whether any evidence 
remains in these countries respecting the actual place of 
his decease, from the progress of his military chest or 
otherwise. 

8. The consideration of desiderated points of history 
leads me to the kindred topic of chronology ; and I would 
remark on the singularity of the fact, that while the native 
Greek coins are so beautiful in execution and design, they 
should be so deficient, and next to useless, on the subject 
of chronology, in consequence of the want of dates on 
nearly all of them. In this point of view they are of 
comparatively little use to the student in history — a defect 
which appears to have been noticed, and partially reme- 
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died, by the Macedonian rulers of the east and their 
Parthian imitators, and more completely in the time of 
the excellence of art and science in Italy : for the series of 
the Roman emperors may be chronologically arranged 
by means of the consular, tribunitian, and imperatorial 
dates which appear on them ; in consequence of which, the 
arrangement of a Roman cabinet affords a more delightful 
task to the collector than almost any other numismatic 
pursuit ; while the Roman coins which were struck in 
Egypt continue the chronological series of the Ptolemies, 
and hence give a degree of value and importance to the 
Egyptian and Roman coinage which belongs not to that 
of Greece, and which supplies food for the chronological 
inquirer of a more precise nature than is to be found in 
most other departments of contemporary evidence. 

It is by a large brass coin of Philip the Elder, having on 
the reverse MILLIARIVM SAECVLVM, with COS. III. 
which is described in Captain Smyth's Catalogue (No. 
453), that the accuracy of the established period from the 
foundation of the city of Rome is sustained, the coin in 
question having been issued to commemorate the millen- 
nium of that city's existence, a.d. 248 ; while, by other 
coins and their dates, facts of history, which might other- 
wise have been lost, have been preserved or rendered 
intelligible ; so that if dates be the land-marks of history, 
there are few sources to which it is more beholden than to 
that which we cultivate. 

9. Though far from wishing to depreciate the Greek 
department of our inquiries, I cannot help remarking 
that, besides the deficiencies just mentioned, the badness 
of the impressions on many of the coins of Athens, and 
the indifference which must have existed in Attica to 
improve the taste and style of the mintage, while other 
cities of less rank were issuing the most admirable speci- 
mens^ of numismatic art, is deeply to be regretted. In 
this respect, the coins of Athens have been compared with 
those of Venice, and the inferiority of design in each has 
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been attempted to be explained by the supposition that 
Athens was unwilling to debase her silver, and Venice the 
gold of her sequins. This, however, does not explain the 
objection, as the dies of each country might have been 
improved, as well as the circulating quality of the metal. 

Had Venice paid more attention to these particulars, 
her coins would, at least in durable qualities, have more 
nearly approached those of her ancient predecessors in 
commerce, and almost in name ; the only known monu- 
ments of Phcenician art now extant, being the remains of 
the coinage, which, at one period, influenced the commerce 
of the world, and which, though executed with the neat- 
ness and precbion necessary to commercial purposes, does 
not offer any of the higher characters of art. And here 
allow me to suggest an inquiry into the weights of the 
Phoenician coins : it may determine whether our troy 
weight, which is said to have been brought from Palestine 
and Egypt by the Crusaders, represents the old Phcenician 
and Celtic mercantile standard, as conjectured by our 
learned member Sir Wm. Betham. (See Trans. R. L A. 
vol. xvii. " On the Ring-money of the Celtae," &c.) 

The tunny-fish, as Mr. R. P. Knight remarks, was 
the common emblem of the Phoenician mintage, as the 
dolphin was that of the Greek, although the former is 
also the symbol upon all the very ancient gold coins 
struck by the Greeks, in which it almost always appears 
as the base or substratum for some other symbolical figure 
to rest upon; the tunny being the emblem of water — the 
general means by which all the other powers of nature 
act. He adds, that six of these coins were in his cabinet, 
on which the tunny appeared under the triton of Corcyra, 
the lion of Cyzicus, the god of (Egee, the ram of Clazo- 
mene, the bull of Samos, and the gryphon of Teios ; and 
that they are, probably, the Homeric talents stamped, and 
may thus be considered the first coinage. 

A conjecture of this nature, coming from a person of 
Mr. Knight's learning, is entitled to great respect : still. 
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we cannot help being aware that Homer in no instance 
mentions coined money ; and that the above conjecture 
carries back the use of it beyond the time of Phidon of 
^gina, to whom I was inclined to attribute the invention 
in a former address (see pp. 66, 245), notwithstanding the 
claims of the Lydians, mentioned by Herodotus, which 
have been ably disposed of by two of our learned mem- 
bers, J. O. Tudor, Esq. and Dr. Grotefend (see pp. 277, 
288, and seqq.) : for, although it is probable that Homer 
and Phidon were contemporaries, it seems evident that if 
the talents of the former imply coined money, a coinage 
is implied, which was in his days so well known that it 
could hardly have been the invention of a contemporary. 
I will here add, with respect to the tunny and dolphin of 
the Greeks and Phoenicians, that while the coins of Catana, 
now Catania, have, like those of Malta and Gozo, some of 
the Egyptian divinities impressed on them, they have, 
also, frequently a cray-fish as a symbol, probably from 
having been caught there of a particularly good quality ; 
and that among them is also an interesting little coin 
representing the brothers, Anapius and Amphinomas, carry- 
ing off their aged parents during an eruption of Mount 
^tna. Can this have been imitated from a coin of an 
earlier age, connected with the history of the pious ^neas 
bearing his parent from the flames of Troy ? 

10. Another desideratum in numismatic science and 
research^ is a more particular and accurate mode of de- 
scribing coins of bronze or copper in the catalogues of 
collections offered for public sale, and also in those printed 
by the proprietors of private collections. The weights of 
such coins should be described, as is universally the case 
with regard to those in gold and silver, and they should 
also be distinguished by their classic and proper names of 
oboK, sestertii, &c., instead of the more familiar, but 
more vulgar terms of large, middle, and small brass. 
The brazier should nowadays be merged in the classic 
numismatist 
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If it be asked, what are the true terms and names for 
the bronze series, according to their various sizes and 
weights, in correspondence with the hemidrachms, 
drachms, didrachms, and tetradrachms, &c. of the gold 
and silver ? To this I shall reply by remarking, that the 
answer is a proper subject for research by the members of 
this Society, several of whom could favour us with va- 
luable and accurate information on the subject, and who 
could minutely enter into the question of the weights and 
values of the copper coins of Egypt, Italy, and other 
ancient states. Indeed, I am of opinion that modern 
writers cannot go to work with full effect on the bronze 
coinage of the ancients, until the actual weights of these 
coins be ascertained and published. 

This subject reminds me of an interesting illustration 
of the ancient standard. The A/d^ap^a was the weight of 
the Attic, the Lydian, and the Persian 2rar?i^, or standard 
of mone^% represented in the celebrated golden darics; 
and the use of this standard is extended and confirmed by 
a remarkable passage in the hieroglyphics of HorapoUo, 
importing that the didrachma was the monad, or unit 
among the Egyptians — A^a;^(ig ds dvoy bion ira,^ AlyuirTto/g 
Movds s<rTtv at djo b^ayjiai' ^omg 5g, itavrhg a^idfiou yevs(fig (lib. i. 
c. 11. Ed. A. T. Cory. London, 1840, 8vo.) — and was 
hieroglyphically represented by a vulture, also the symbol 
of the universal mother Na.are, to denote that all things, 
like numbers, proceeded from the primeval Divinity, the 
Monad or Unity. 

So, the Alexandrine interpreters of the Old Testament 
always reckon money by the didrachma, as in Exodus, 
XXX. 13, for a drachma they use the half of the didrachma 
— rh ifittfv rou dtdp^xfJ^ou — thus confirming the statement of 
HorapoUo, a writer whose work, composed within two 
centuries of the date of the latest hieroglyphic inscriptions 
in the age of Commodus, demonstrates how soon that 
system of writing was forgotten (to be recovered by the 
learning and ingenuity of our contemporaries) ; and the 
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puerility of whose general details has occasioned several 
important facts contained among tbem to be too much 
neglected ; the more so in consequence of the labour 
necessary to the study of the preceding good editions of 
this writer, among which that with the commentaries of 
our learned associate, Dr. Leemans of Leyden, claims the 
first place. 

The edition which I have quoted above has, however, 
rendered HorapoUo generally accessible, as well as inter- 
esting to all students in antiquity, in consequence of the 
admirable and clear arrangement of the text and refer- 
ences, and the numerous and beautiful hieroglyphic illus- 
trations which accompany it ; and which together render 
the work alike honourable to Mr. A. T. Cory, of Pembroke 
College, Cambridge, the learned translator and editor ; to 
our respected member, Mr. Bonomi, the artist ; and to 
our honoured associate. Lord Prudhoe, the patron and 
liberal promoter of this valuable and useful publication ; 
appended to which there is a translation of the celebrated 
passage of Clemens Alexandrinus, who wrote on the 
several methods of Egyptian writing, in the reign of Com- 
modus, when they were still in use, to which I would call 
the attention of scholars, as giving us the clear and 
obvious sense of the disputed ^g ti fih hn di& ruv irgutrm 
tsToi-xjiibiv Kv^ioXoyixTi — usually rendered, Of this (the hiero- 
glyphic writing) one kind " is Cyriologic by the first 
elements," but, as Mr. Cory renders it, ^^ expresses its own 
meaning alphabetically." On this subject Mr limore's 
Report on Hieroglyphic Interpretation {Tratts. of the 
Royal Soc. of Literature y vol. ii. pt. 1) may be consulted 
with advantage. 

11. I must also suggest as a subject of much interest, 
and analogous to the investigations of the moulds of the 
Roman forgers, and on the forged Egyptian coins (see 
pp. 46, 166, 168, 262, 273, 332, and the accompanying 
lithographic plates, for which the Society is obliged to our 
learned member, the Rev. J. B. Reade, vicar of Stone, near 
Aylesbury),' an inquiry into the series of extraordinary 
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forgeries of coins by the Israelites, who, while religiously 
preserving the text of their, as well as our, sat^red 
books, even in the &ce of their own Talmudic tradi- 
tions, which renders that text fatal to modern Judaism, 
did not scruple in attempts to deceive those whom they 
viewed as the Egyptians of modem times, into a belief that 
their great earthly divinity, coined money, was as well 
known in every age of their early history, — in the days of 
Abraham, Moses, Joshua, David, Solomon, and Mordecai, — 
as in the time of Simon Maccabeeus, the first issuer of their 
genuine coinage, which even such men as Scaliger and 
Spanheim did not distinguish from the fictitious remains 
of the Abrahamic, and Mosaic, and Solomonian mints. 
Another philosopher, however, who had less reverence for 
Jewish antiquity, but with whose conclusions we cannot 
entirely agree — I mean Voltaire — sagaciously remarks, 
with reference to these ages — '' II y avoit dans ce tems la 
de belles pierres pour batir des pyramides, et point de 
monnoie d*or, tout le commerce se fesait par ^change 
on n'avoit encore fabrique ni ducats ni guin^es; vous 
savez que la premiere monnoie d'or fut frappee sous 
Darius fils d'Histaspe, qui punit si bien les pr^tres du 
college de Zoroastre." 

We should therefore, I am sure I may say, be obliged 
to any learned members whose opportunities and leisure 
will enable them to favour us with elucidations of the coins 
attributed to Abraham, and of the period at which they 
were struck, and also on the real meaning of the Moneta 
Hierosolymitana, The best information which I have 
been able to meet with on the subject is contained in the 
first volume of the Codex Pseudepigrapkus of Fabricius 
(Hamb. 1722). 

The coins attributed to Moses, with his image and 
name, and the origin of the horn which is given him 
(represented in the engraving of Fabricius, Codex Pseud- 
epigraph, v. ii* p. 123), similar to that of the busts of 
Jupiter Ammon, and on the coins of Alexander, as de- 
scribed by Fabricius and Spanheim (Dissertation 7), are 
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also full of interest : and I have now the pleasure of ex- 
hibiting one of the coins or medals of this description, 
which was presented to me by a person who brought it 
from Egypt. 

Additional information on those having the names of 
David and Solomon is also desirable, the principal in- 
formation which we possess being in a work by Angelo 
Gabriel Anguissola, referred to by Fabricius, v. i. p. 1014. 

Was this daring series the work of private forgers, or 
issued by authority of the Sanhedrim, like the Fourvieres 
issue of the Roman emperors? But I should greatly out- 
step my limits were I to enlarge on this copious subject, 
which presents an ample field for men of learning and 
ability, in common with many other departments of 
Oriental medallic science. 

12. Descending to the last desideratum which I pro- 
pose to mention, I shall ascend to the heavens, and en- 
deavour to point out the advantage of tracing the connexion 
between our studies and those of the Society in whose 
atmosphere we breathe, and to whom our infant institu- 
tion is under so great obligation — the sciences of Eckhel 
and of Newton ; and of shewing how far in various ages 
numismatic science has lent its humble aid to register and 
commemorate the events and discoveries of its glorious 
sister Astronomy, as if our presiding goddesses — the 
Monetae — anticipated that the first temple consecrated to 
the study of their types would be that which is also con- 
secrated to the study of the celestial prototypes — the 
shining metallic orbs of former astronomers — the hemi- 
drachms, drachms, didrachms, and tetradrachms of the 
celestial furnace ; and in this respect, the parallels of our 
earthly nummulites to which I have alluded in a former 
address (see pp. 260 and seqq.) 

It is well known that several of the coins of the Roman 
series in silver and copper allude to the heavenly bodies, 
and to the signs of the zodiac, and that they have given 
rise to some learned commentaries. 

H H 



402 

MaDy of the Roman and Greek coins, and of the Per- 
sian, both Arsacian and Sassanian, are marked with one 
or more stars, which have their various meanings, although 
by us not fully or properly understood. Others are marked 
with the moon in the form of a crescent. 

Thisrepresentationappearsmaveryreinarkablemanner 
on a silver coin of Hadrian in my possession, as delineated 
in the plate of astronomical coins and medals (fig. 2) from 
the easel of a valued member, W. H. Brooke, Esq., several 
of whose engravings illustrate our Proceedings. It has 
the laureated head of the emperor, with the inscription 
HADRIANVS • AVGVSTVS. The reverse has the in- 
scription COS. in., with the lunar crescent in the centre, 
having seven stars between the horns. We have thus an 
exact date answering to a.u.c. 872, or a.d. 119^ being the 
third year of Hadrian, when he was the third time consul ; 
and some practical' astronomer might be able, with a little 
calculation, to ascertain whether the coin does not com- 
memorate an astronomical phenomenon of the 27th April 
in that year. 

The longitude of the Pleiades, according to a rough 
calculation, at the mean rate of. eqiiinosial precession, 
anticipated that of the sun and moon about two degrees 
at the time of the conjunction, which happened at Rome 
about noon, oh April 27tb, in the 6^ of Taurus, the mean 
date of the equinox being about sunrise on March 22d. It 
would* hence appear that a lunar appulse occurred on the 
morning of the conjunction : but, as the occultation, if any, 
must have been so near the new moon, it would not have, 
been observed by the ancients. As, however, these are 
among the stars which may be eclipsed by the moon, this 
may account for their introduction ; and the rather, as this 
Constellation constituted one of the twenty-eight mansions 
of the moon, or signs in the lunar zodiac of the ancients 
(as the Chinese, Siamese, Hindus, and Arabians), none of 
which were visible when approached by the moon at the 
times of the conjunctions ; and I leave it to astronomers 
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to determine whether the configuration was as represented 
on the coin, or whether a mere appulse is intended to be 
commemorated. The coincidence is at least remarkable, 
and the calcalation of it consistent with the practice of an- 
cient astronomers, and the age of Claudius Ptoleniyi the 
Herschel of the second century. 

It was the new moon of the Palilia, or birthday of 
Rome, which was celebrated on April 2Ist of the solar 
year ; and it would appear from No. 152 of Captain 
Smyth's Descriptive Catalogue, COS. III. a.u.c. 874 
(being '' the first large brass coin which bears the date of 
the foundation of Rome "), '* that Hadrian, in celebrating 
the birthday of Rome, which was usually done by holding 
the Parilia (or Palilia), added to these simple games 
C established in honour of Pales, the tutelary goddess of 
the shepherds") the more splendid exhibitions of the 
circus." 

But A.u.c. 874 answers to a.d. 121, and not 119, the 
date of Hadrian's third consulship — a difiierence which is 
explained by the following remark of Captain Smyth {ibid, 
p. 97). '' It is difficult to arrange these medals chronologi- 
cally, because the emperor did not assume the honours of 
the consulship more than thrice; and, as he never accepted 
the office after his return to Rome, the title COS. III. 
was used during the remainder of his reign. Nor can we 
find the number of the TRIE. POT. ; but Eckhel thinks 
this general darkness may be relieved by a small light 
which the Pater Patrice supplies; it seems that coins with 
COS. III. without P. P. should precede those with it." 

The present coin is therefore among the earliest of the 
series, and probably one of the leaders of it, as it exhibits 
an astronomical index to COS. III. without the P. P. and 
in connexion with the Palilia of that date — the Pleiades 
being the especial constellation of the shepherds, since the 
days of the patriarch Job (xxxviii. 31), and probably since 
its coincidence with the vernal equinox in the twenty-third 
century before our era, and the time of the universal 
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deluge, which may hence be commemorated in the name 
of the Pleiades — crXs/V, navigare. Nor is it surprising that 
Hadrian, who has left us so complete a geographical series 
of coins, should be found to have astronomically distin- 
guished the principal date of his mintage, by an illustra- 
tion derived, perhaps, from the Oriental sphere, with 
which so learned a prince, and so great a traveller, could 
not be unacquainted. 

On one of the coins of Faustina (the consecratio, ibid. 
No. 272), the empress is represented on her way to the 
skies on the back of an eagle ; her veil is marked with 
seven stars : another coin of this princess has the well- 
known motto, sideribns recepta (No. 262). On the reverse of 
one of Antoninus Pius, on which " Italia" is on the exergue, 
a majestic female, attired in magnificent robes, is seated 
on a celestial globe, marked with stars and a zodiac (No. 
210) ; and on a coin of Lucius Verus, which has on the 
reverse a consecratio (No. 279), an eagle is represented 
lowering on a celestial globe, on which is marked a zodiac 
and seven stars. Other medals of this emperor have the 
signs of the zodiac surrounding the reverse. They thus 
appear on a cast which I have the pleasure of submitting 
to the Society's inspection. An inner circle contains seven 
human heads, and in the centre is an eighth, on a larger 
scale. This representation may possibly have some sym- 
bolical connexion with the moon and seven stars of the 
coin of Hadrian, the immediate predecessor of Antoninus. 
The obverse represents the laureated head of the emperor, 
with the inscription — 

ANTUONeiNOCCeBeXCATTKTAIAAAP. 

Mionnet {Sup. ix. plate vi. fig. 1) has given a coin 
of Alexandria, with a similar obverse and inscription : 
while the zodiac is repeated in two circles surrounding the 
obverse, with the signs of both in the same position ; and 
in the centre two heads in profile. 

On the reverse of a large brass Greek colonial 
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coin of the Emperor Severns Alexander, is a figure of 
Jupiter sedent, with a spear in his left hand, surrounded 
with the signs of the zodiac ; the sign of Aries commenc- 
ing over his head (see fig. 3) : and many other examples 
might be enumerated. 

But, an astronomical coin which has given rise to 
great discussion, and which is supposed to be alluded to 
by many of the Roman and subsequent authors, is the 
celebrated silver denarius, which bears a head of Augus- 
tus, with the inscription CAESAR AVGVSTVS on the 
obverse ; and a comet, or a cometary star, with eight rays, 
on the reverse, with the inscription DIVVS IVLIVS 
(see fig. 1). By some this coin is supposed to represent 
the Julium sidus referred to by Horace (lib. i. ode xii. 
46): — 

*' .... micat inter omnes 
JuUum Sidus, velut inter ignes 

Luna minores ;" 

as well as the " Julian star" mentioned by Ovid {Me- 
tamorphoses^ lib. XV, 840-860); the Ccssaris astrum of 
Virgil (Eclogue ix. 46-48, and ^neid, viii. 678-681); 
or the star of Julius Ceesar mentioned by Propertius, 
describing the battle of Actium (lib. iv, eleg. 6, 69, 60) ; 
whilst others consider it to represent a comet which 
appeared in the time of Augustus, and is described by 
Seneca, Pliny, and Suetonius ; and which is mentioned 
as having appeared soon after the death of Julius Caesar; 
whilst Augustus was celebrating games to Venus Gene- 
Irix. Pliny {Hist. Nat, lib. ii. c. 23) gives us the words 
of Augustus Caesar himself: " lis ipsis ludorum meorum 
diebus, sidus crinitum per septem dies in regione coeli, 
quae sub septentrionibus, est conspectum. Id oriebatur 
circa undecimam horam diei; clarumque et omnibus e 
terris conspicuum fuit. Eo sidere significari vulgus cre- 
didit Caesaris animam inter Deorum immortalium numina 
receptam : quo nomine id insigne simulacro capitis ejus, 
quod mox in foro consecravimus, adjectum est." Thus 



406 

rendered by Whiston : " On these very days, when I was 
exhibiting some games to the people, a comet appeared 
for seven days, and was seen in the northern part of 
he:iven, (in that part of the heavens which is under the 
Septentriones, or the bright stars of the Great Bear. Hal- 
ley, Synopsis Astron. Comet.) It rose about the eleventh 
hour of the day : it was a remarkable one, and visible all 
over the world. The common people believed that it sig- 
nified the reception of the soul of Caesar into the number 
of the immortal gods. On which account the image of this 
star was added to that statue representing Caesar's head, 
which was a while after consecrated in the forum." The 
account of Suetonius, in Julio (^ 88), is as follows : — 
'* Periit sexto et quinquagesimo eetatis anno ; atque in 
Deorum numerum relatus est, non ore modo decemen- 
tium, sed et persuasione vulgi, siquidem ludis quos primo 
consecratos, ei hseres Augustus edebat, Stella crinita per 
septem dies continuos fulsit, exoriens circa undecimam 
horam, credituroque est animam esse Ceesaris in coelum 
receptam, et h^c de cau8& simulacri ejus in vertice additur 
Stella." 

Manilius appears to be too uncertain an authority to 
quote on the subject of comets; he deals chiefly in marvel- 
lous appearances and fanciful shapes, as appears from his 
remarks on comets at the end of the first book of his poem. 

To this coin and event many other writers have 
alluded, and attempted to give an explanation, and 
among the rest several well-known numismatists, as 
Pedrusi, Erizzo, Tristan, Eckhel, Mionnet, Akerman, &c. 
But before all should be placed the first scientific cha- 
racter of his age, Halley, who refers to the comet in the 
Synopsis of the Astronomy of Comets, appended to his 
Astronomical Tables (London, 1752, 4to.), and his re- 
marks seem to connect it with the comet represented on 
these coins. 

This silver coin is represented with seven rays, exclu- 
sively of that which forms the axis of the comet, and I 
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will hazard the conjecture, whether these additional seven 
radiiy or rays, are intended to represent the seven days, 
during which, according to Pliny and Suetonius, the 
comet remained visible. 

In the Commentaires Historiques (contenant THistoire 
Generale de TEmpire Romain, 3 tomes, folio. Par Jean 
Tristan. Paris, 1644), at page 33 of vol. i. is a representa- 
tion of a coin of Julius Caesar, with the inscription DIVO 
IVLIO, and a star, the planet Venus, with his head on 
the obverse. 

Alstedius (Chronohgia Cometarum^ p. 604, a.d. 16) 
mentions other comets portending the death of Augus- 
tus :•— '< Sanguinolenti cometae denunciarunt mortem 
Augusti." Dio and Eusebius {Chronicon^ num. 2029) 
speak of a solar eclipse: — *' Defectio solis facta: et 
Augustus, LXXVII. eetatis suae anno, AbellaB in Cam- 
pania moritur." It was lunar according to Tacitus. 
Again, Eusebius, from Dio (Num. 1973), thus describes the 
prodigy portending the death of Julius : '^ RomsB tres 
simul soles exorti paulatim in eundem orbem coaluerunt ;" 
an appearance of not unfrequent occurrence, according to 
Scaliger's note on this number. I take this opportunity 
to express my obligations to W. A. A. White, Esq., a 
member of the Society, for the references with which he 
has favoured me on the subject of the Julium sidus. 

The results of modern astronomy have also been com- 
memorated by numismatic science, several of its remark- 
able events and recent discoveries being recorded on 
medals struck in different kingdoms of Europe ; and any 
numismatist would render a service to both the sciences 
of astronomy and numismatics who would collect these 
medals, and favour the Society with a view of them 
arranged in chronological order. Amongst other exam- 
ples may be mentioned the comet which appeared on the 
19th of November, 1618, and is recorded on a square or 
lozenge-shaped silver medal in my possession (similar in 
form to some of the coins and siege-pieces of the reign of 
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Charles I., see Ru4ing, plate xxvi. No. 4, &c.), struck 
in Germany (fig. 4). It is mentioned by Alstedius and 
others, and it appears to be one of the twenty-four comets 
whose orbits were calculated by Halley about the year 
1700, and on which he tried his experiments ; ascertain- 
ing that there were three comets, the elements of which 
were much alike. It was not, however, the comet which 
now goes by his illustrious name, and the known returns 
of which occurred a.d. 1456, 1631, 1607, 1682, 1758, and 
1836. (See Halley's Synopsis, ubi supra; Whiston's Theory 
of the Earth, Lond. 1737, p. 187 ; British Almanac and 
Companion, 1835, p. 7.) 

Alstedius remarks (anno 1618), " Eodem anno et 
sequenti, fulget horribilis cometa mense Novembri, Decem- 
bri. et Januario" (p. 328, § xxxii. : Chronologia Mirabilium 
Dei), This writer's list of comets concludes with the 
present one, which is called No. 164, and he gives a long 
description of it at page 511, § Iv. Thomas Fienus and 
Libertus Fromendus have written dissertations on this 
comet, which were published in 8vo. London, 1670. 

The comet of the 16th December, 1680, and January 
1681, is likewise recorded on a circular silver medal in 
my possession, and struck also in Germany (fig. 5). 

According to Halley's stated positions of the comet 
of 1680 (Synopsis, ubi supra), it appears that on the 
16th December, the date on the medal, the comet*s place 
was longitude 291 J°, and latitude 18° N. Now in this 
point of the heavens are the constellations Aquila, Sagitta, 
Delphinus, &c. Hence the three stars in a line, as repre- 
sented on the medal, are those of Aquila, commonly 
called the Tailor's Yard. This comet was also one of the 
twenty-four calculated by Halley, but not that which has 
recently borne his name {Brit. Aim, ubi supra). 

It is described by Sir Isaac Newton as having de- 
scended within the orbit of Mercury, and even within the 
solar atmosphere, and was one of the most terrific that 
has visited our system. *' No comet," says Halley (as 
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quoted by Whiston, ubi supra^ p. 195), '' has hitherto 
threatened the earth with so near an appulse as that of 
1680. For, by calculation, I find that Nov. 10, 2" 6' 
after noon, that comet was not above a semi-diameter of 
the sun (which I take to be equal to the distance of the, 
moon) to the northwards of the way of the earth. At 
which time, had the earth been there, — what might be the 
consequences of so near an appulse, or of a contact, or, 
lastly, of a collision of those celestial bodies (which are 
none of them impossible), I leave to be discussed by the 
philosophers." 

Nor were the speculations on this comet confined to 
philosophers. The popular impression appears from 
Gadbury's E<1)HMEPI2 for 1683, containing "The very 
best account of this great comet's motions," in which it is 
mentioned as " the late great and dreadful comet," — ** a 
dismal but most ravishing sight,** — "a wonderful and 
astonishing vision,'* sent by the Divinity " to convince 
this rebellious and atheistical age of His power." Its 
tremendous portents to the moral and physical worlds, 
while passing through eight signs of the zodiac, " signify- 
ing as if two- thirds of the whole world were to be con- 
cerned in its effects/' are detailed, and the period of them 
determined with astrological accuracy and caution. "This 
comet continued about eighty-five days, or near three po- 
lar months; and 'tis more than probable that its effects may 
continue, more or less, eighty-five years from the time 
of its first appearance. But I dare not presume to afiirm 
that it will be exactly so ; for who knows the secret de- 
crees of the Almighty ?" 

The mean period of its revolution was computed at 
about 575 years, subject to a slight degree of acceler- 
ation ; and the former returns therefore to have occurred 
at about the years B.C. 2348, 1771, 1195, 619, 44, and 
A.D. 531 or 632, and 1106, the next being 1680, and 
the two preceding returns being on record. The first 
of these dates, being nearly that of the deluge, accord- 
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ing to the Hebrew (b.c. 2348), led Whiston to his in- 
genious hypothesis of that convulsion having been occa- 
sioned by this tremendous visitant, whose attraction he 
also supposes to have augmented the earth's orbit from a 
circle to an ellipse, so as to add the quantity of the lunar 
epact to the year ; and the difference between the Hebrew 
and Samaritan dates of the flood, the later exceeding the 
former 590 years, he explains by a revolution of this 
comet {Theory^ uhi supra, pp. 191, 461, 467, &c.) Nor 
is Whiston's theory entirely without support, for ethnic 
writers suppose the year to have at first contained 360 days 
only, and to have been augmented by the five birth-days of 
the gods, known in the Egyptian history as the epagomentB 
— a tradition which in the main is not inconsistent with 
the journal of the deluge contained in the sixth and 
seventh chapters of Genesis, by which it appears that the 
five months of the prevalence of the waters contained 
exactly 150 days. 

Another of the above-mentioned returns, b.c. 44, has 
occasioned the same visitant to be identified with the 
Julium sidtis which appeared on the death of Csesar, and 
with which a return of Hal ley's comet must have also 
nearly coincided, as will be evident from the dates given 
above. Can the tres soles of Dio and Eusebius be explained 
by the sun and these two comets ? 

I may also mention the following additional in- 
stances of astronomical coins and medals. The zodiacal 
nipihs which, according to popular tradition, were 
struck by Nour Jehan (Light of the World), the fa- 
vourite sultana of Jehangir, emperor of Hindustan, 
in 1029 of the Hegira,or a.d. 1619. The story being, 
that the emperor having, through solicitation, granted 
her permission to reign for one day, she previously pre- 
pared the dies, and had the rupihs struck with the twelve 
signs of the zodiac to perpetuate her memory. This 
account is, however, proved to be a mere fable, by the 
different dates on the zodiacal coins, although the ap- 
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pearance of the name of the above-mentioned snltana on 
some shews that she was concerned in the issue, which it 
appears was commemorated by the impress of the sign 
in which the sun happened to be when the money was 
struck. Her son-in-law, the successor of Jehangir, Shah 
Jehan, forbade the circulation of this money on pain 
of death ; for so celebrated did it become as to have 
been forged in both gold and silver to a great extent, so 
that it requires a practised Oriental numismatist to dis- 
tinguish the genuine from the spurious. An elaborate 
and interesting account of these coins will be found in 
Marsden's Numismata Orientalia^ p. 609, et seqq. 

The silver medal of Louis XIII. in 1638, with the 
motto, ortus solis Gallici^ surrounded with the zodiacal 
signs in beautiful relief — a splendid example of an art in 
connexion with astronomy. 

The silver medal of William Charles Henry, Grand 
Duke of Nassau, &c., struck in 1747, representing on the 
reverse the solar system, including Saturn, with the in- 
scription, Unus traho septem, trahorqne ab illis^ also sur- 
rounded by the signs of the zodiac. 

The magnificent medal in bronze struck in France in 
1830, by order of Louis XVIII., to commemorate the 
publication of the description of Egypt, with the Egyptian 
guardians of the zodiac, and hieroglyphic illustrations. 

The medal of the Royal Astronomical Society of Lon- 
don, with the head of Newton on the obverse, and the 
representation of the telescope of Sir William Herschel 
on the reverse. 

The bronze ♦medal struck by Baron de Zach and 
Baron de Lindenau in 1830, to honour the memory of 
their friend Olbers, the discoverer of the planets Pallas 
and Vesta. 

By recording the names and discoveries of great 
individuals, the Numismatic Society thus has it in its 
power to serve and advance the cause of science ; and it 
is gratifying that it can be of any, even the most humble. 



412 

utility to so distinguished a Society as the Astronomical, 
which has rendered it a monument of more than re- 
ciprocal obligation from an elder branch of science to a 
younger. 

In conclusion, I may quote the words of an eminent 
scholar, the President of another Society, on the value 
and importance of scientific knowledge ; and I trust that 
our patrons will, by their liberality and countenance, 
assist us to act up to its full meaning. 

** These are a few of the points," observes W. R. 
Hamilton, Esq. in his Second Letter to Lord JSlffin, on 
Sculpture, Painting, Coins, Gems, &c. pp. 45, 46, "to 
which the attention of our members (of the Society of 
Dilettanti) may be directed ; and when we add to a 
knowledge of historical details a familiarity with the 
works of the ancients, either by casts or engravings, 
and the literary labours of those who have best illus- 
trated these triumphs of genius, and have accompanied 
the whole with a study of the chief characteristics of 
the Greek and Roman medals and lapidary inscrip- 
tions, — the best correctors and lights of history, geo- 
graphy, mythology, and archaeology in general ; we 
may then hope to see a genuine feeling in art pervade 
those classes which ought to give the tone and perform 
the part of judges and protectors to others who look up 
to them for employment ; for such as is the demand, such 
will be the supply. If those who are to guide know and 
put in practice the rules of culture, the production will 
reward them for their toil, and reflect honour on the hand 
that reared it." 

" If, moreover," he adds (p. 53), "in sculpture and 
in painting we are told by the best writers not to trust 
exclusively to our study of nature, but to learn also to see 
nature through the antique, and to look for the real prin- 
ciples on which the perfection of beauty is to be attained, 
to the medals, the vases, the gems, and the marble and 
bronze statues of the Greeks, and to all other things 
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which discover to ns the thoughts and inventions of that 
people ; if to gain eminence in literature we are to visit 
the sources, rather than wander among the rivulets, it is 
still more incumbent upon us to recur to the same author- 
ities for that which is beautiful and true in architecture," 
— and I should add, " in Numismatic Science." 

" But nations," he continues (p. 60), ** do not feel any 
more than individuals, the necessity of confining their ex- 
ertions to one line of pursuit, to one train of objects at a 
time : there is no limit to the range of knowledge, which 
may be advantageously possessed by the statesman, the 
legislator, and the jurist, in the performance of the 
high duties to which they may be called ; the artist, 
whether architect, painter, sculptor, or medallist, can- 
not fail, ccBteris paribus, to succeed the better in his pro- 
fession, in proportion as he is acquainted with, and oc- 
casionally in the practice of, the kindred arts ; for his 
mind will be invigorated by the exercise of different 
faculties." 

And now, while taking my leave of you as your Pre- 
sident, I have to express my acknowledgments to the 
Society and the Members individually, for their patience 
and kindness on many occasions since I have had the 
honour to occupy this chair, however imperfectly the 
trust confided to me has been performed — unsatisfactory 
to my own feelings of presidential responsibility, and I 
fear much more so to many persons of eminence and 
ability whom I have on so many occasions seen, and now 
see, around me. 

Conscious of the importance of the duties intrusted to 
me, and although somewhat discouraged by the mag- 
nitude of the undertaking, still I have proceeded fear- 
lessly, but I hope with due feelings of humility, in my 
course, supported by the conviction that you would over- 
look deficiencies, when convinced of my anxiety to give 
you satisfaction. 

Whilst I shall feel gratified if my conduct in this 
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chair has been such as to have met with your pardon, 
if not approval ; and whilst I retarn thanks to many in- 
dividuals for acts of personal kindness, I cannot omit to 
remark that the office which I have held has been the 
means of my forming many agreeable acquaintances 
amongst the Members of this Society, and which , without 
the meetings held in this room — those bonds of numis- 
matic union — I should never have had the opportunity 
and the pleasure of enjoying. 

Feeling my own deficiencies, I have endeavoured to 
discharge the duties of my office with impartiality, under 
all the difficulties and in all the circumstances in which 
I have been placed; and have always decided matters 
which rested with me, to the best of my judgment, and 
with the wish to afford satisfaction to all. 

The uniform attention which I have received from 
almost every Member will also be hereafter a stimulus to 
me to do my utmost to advance your future interests and 
prosperity; lending my humble but zealous endeavours 
to water the tree which we all have united in planting, 
with the earnest hope that it may raise its head aloft in 
the garden of science, and bear fruit distinguished by the 
luxuriance of the East and the culture of the West. 
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A Catalogue of Roman Silver Coins in the Library 
of Trinity College, Dublin. By John A. Malet, 
F.T.C.D. Dublin, 1839. 8vo. 

Descrizione d'alcune Medaglie Greche del Museo 
Particolare di Sua Altezza Reale, Monsignor 
Christiano Federigo, Principe Ereditario di Dani- 
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Revue de la Numismatique Fran^oise. Dirig6e par 
£. Cartier et L. de ia Saussaye. Parts I. to V. 
8vo. Feb. 1837 — Oct. 1837. 

Atlas de G6ographie Numismatique, pour servir k ia 
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Tentarne. L' lUustrazione da G. Marchi e Tesseri. 
Roma, 1839. 

L'^s Grave Cio6 le Monete Italiche Primitive, del 
Museo Kircheriano, disegnata in Pietra. Sotta la 
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ERRATA IN PART OF THE IMPRESSION. 

Page 363, line 2 from bottom, /or Indiea durch, read Indien, durch. 

— 364, — 6 from bottom, for der L'sladem auf Indui, read den Lindem 

am Indns. 

— 366, — 16, for character!, read character. 

— 381, m—22,l7 from bottom, /or Sancrtt, read Sanscrit. 

— 382, last line, imert of (fallen oui). 

— 383,Iiuell,/or 1796, r0a(/ 1696. 

— 384, — 6, /or their, read three. 

— 402, — 5 and 6 from bottom, for thin Constellation, read they. 

— 406, — 20, for receptam, read reoepfi. 

— 409, •«- 25, 13 from bottom, /or polar, read solar. 

— 411, — 15, /or an, read our. 

— 419, — 8 from bottom,/or Miinskunde, read Miinzkunde. 
-^ — —-7 do. for neurer, read neuerer. 

— 423, — 13, for Kaiserlich en, read Kaiserlichen. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE NUMISMATIC 

SOCIETY. 



SESSION 1849—50. 

November 22, 1849. 
Edward Hawkins, Esq., President, in the Cliair. 

The following Presents, received during the recess, were an- 
Qounced and laid on the table : — 

PRESENTED Br 

Introduction a Thistoire g^n^rale de la Pro- 
vince de Picardie, publi^e d*apres le 
Manuscrit conserve 4 la Biblioth^ue ( The Author. 
nationale. Par D. Grenier. 4to., pp. 
184. Amiens 1849. 

Bulletins de la Soci^t^ des Antiquaires de 

Picardie. Nos. 1, 2, and 3, for 1849. J- The Society. 
8vo. Amiens. 

Transactions of the Royal Irish Academy. ) 

Vol. XXn. Part I. 4to., pp. 154, and > The Academy. 

3 plates. Dublin 1849. ) 

Proceedings of Ditto, for the years 1 848-9. ) j. 
Vol.IV. Partn. 8vo.pp.389.Dublinl849/ ^'™- 

Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society. Vol. ) « 

XI. Part I. and Vol. XIL Part I. / ^""^ ^*''^'"''- 

Journal of the British ArchsBological Asso- ) _, . 

, , __. ■« ri J ■* rk ' -IHE ASSOCIATION 

ciation. Nos. 18 ana 1^. 

Catalogue of the Museum formed in the 

School-house, Chester, during the annual . ^ ^^ 
Congress of the British Archaeological 
Association. 8vo. pp. 32. 1849. 

Catalogue of the Calcutta Public Library, 1 ^^^ committee. 
and Report of the Committee. j 

B 
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raSSBNTBD BY 



Collectanea Anliqua. Vol. II. Part I. By I j a 
Charles Roach Smith, Esq., F.S.A. 8vo. j 

Lettres sur la communication entre les deux 1 

Bretagncs, adressees k M. Roach Smith. > M». C. R. Smith. 
Par M, de Gerville. 8vo. pp. 38. } 

On the Antique Armillee of Gold found in 1 

Buckinghamshire. By Albert Way, Esq., > Thk Author. 
F.S.A. 8 vo. pp. 18, and 5 plates. J 

Observations on a unique Cufic gold coin ^ 
issued by Al Aamir Beakhcam Allah, I 
Abu Ali Manzour Ben Mustali, tenth Thb Author. 
Caliph of the Fatimite Dynasty. By Dr. 
L. Lowe. 8vo. pp. 17, and 1 wood cut. j 

Dr. Lee laid upon the table a Silver Medal, presented to the 
Society by the Directors of the newly established Royal British 
Bank. 

Qlfy^ — The arms of the Bank, viz: on a shield a crowued lion 
couchant, holding a caduceus. The supporters are two 
angels ; the one on the dexter side holding a cross in the 
right-hand and a book in the lefl; the other holding a 
wreath in the right-hand and a pair of doves in the left. 
The crest, a sun with rays; the motto. Fide et Amore, 
ornamented with the rose, thistle, and shamrock. Legend 
round the edge. The Common Seal of the Rotal British 
Bank, Incorporated 1849. 

Eev, — The following inscription in the field. To the Numismatic 
Society, in coiiMEMORATioN of the Grant of the Royal 
Charter, 17 th September y 1849. 

Mr. Pfister exhibited several rare Italian medals of early date, 
and also a scarce coin of Solomon, king of Hungary, 1063 — 1074. 
Obv. — ^A full-faced diademed bust of the king, the right hand raised, 
the left holding a cross. Legend REX SALOMONL Bev.— 
+ PANONIA. 

Read. — 1. A paper by Mr. Bergne, on an unpublishexi penny 
of Richard III., in the collection of Mr. Rashleigh. The only 
pennies of that king previously known, are from the mints of Dur- 
ham and York ; and these, with the exception of one specimen from 
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the York mint, in the eabinet of Mr. CofT, and of another in the 
British Museum, the appropriation of which is somewhat doubtful 
because of the name of the king not being distinctly legible, are of 
episcopal mintage. Mr. Rashleigh's coin is not only from a regal 
mint, but is struck at London, and is moreover, as to condition, the 
finest known specimen of the penny of Richard III; every letter of 
legend, both on obverse and reverse, being distinctly legible. 




Obv.—RICARD. DI. GRA. REX ANGL. Mint mark, a boar's 
head. 

i?et;.— CIVITAS LONDON. Cross and Pellets. 

This communication is inserted in full in the Numismatic Chro- 

nicle,5Vol.XIL p.l71. 

2. A paper by Mr. Haggard, on Californian gold, accompanied by 
some specimens, one of them being a small bar of gold, value 1 6 
dollars, of which a representation is subjoined, cast and stamped at 
San Francisco, with the name of Moffatt & Co. 20^ carat, SI6.00. 
Mr. Haggard's paper is printed in the Numismatic Chronicle, 
Vol.Xm. p. 37. 



I 
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3 A paper by Mr. Evans, of Nash Mills, Hemel Hempstead, 
on the date of British Coins. As this dissertation is published in 
full in the Numismatic Chronicle (Vol. XII. p. 1 27), it is not 
necessary here to give more than a very brief statement of its 
general purport. The object of Mr. Evans is to prove, Ist, 
from the direct testimony of ancient authors, other than Caesar, 
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to whose words attention has been ahnost exclusively directed; 
2ndly, from the history of the early commerce of this country; 
and, 3rdly, from the pedigree of those British coins whose 
dates may be determined with some degree of certainty, that a 
currency of coined money must of necessity have existed in 
Britain before the time of Ceesar's invasion. 

On the first point, Mr. Evans adduces passages from Suetonius, 
Cicero, Diodorus, Tacitus, Strabo, Solinus, and Mela, as proving that 
at the times at which these authors wrote, the existence of gold and 
silver in Britain was considered as a known fact, and that not one 
of them treats that fact as of recent date, or appears to have had 
any idea that the island was destitute of the precious metals in 
Csesar's time. 

With regard to the next pointj it is probable that the PhoBnicians 
of Carthage and its colonies in Spain, commenced a commerce by 
barter with Britain about the year 600. b. c. The commerce of the 
Greeks of Marseilles dates some 300 years later, and seems to have 
been carried on for some time in the same manner. About 200 B.C. 
the second Punic war, and the consequent abandonment by the Car- 
thaginians of their colonies in Spain, appear to have put an end to 
their trade with Britain, and to have left it in the hands of their 
Greek competitors . It was perhaps in consequence of the uncertainty 
entailed upon the navigation of the Mediterranean by these wars, 
that the merchants of Marseilles about this time gave up their 
direct intercourse with Britain by sea, and thenceforward carried on 
their trade overland through Gaul. Mr. Evans' argument is, that 
although, while this commerce was confined to the Phoenicians and 
Greeks, it might have been easy for them to keep the Britons in 
ignorance of the use of money, the case was very different when 
the trade passed through the country of the Gauls, who were ac- 
quainted with money, and who imitated the Greek coins of Mar- 
seilles, and especially the Greek coins of Philip in circulation 
among them. 

Lastly, from an examination of numerous specimens of British 
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coins in connexion with the preceeding considerations, and with the 
localities in which those coins have been discovered, Mr. Evans 
propounds a theory of a chronological succession of types. He 
conceives the earliest to date from about the yeaj 150 b. c, and to 
be those of the type in Ending, plate I. No. 15, which weigh ge- 
nerally from 115 to 117 grains, the weight being gradually decreased 
in the coins derived and imitated from that type, until in the time 
of Cunobeline, it was reduced to 82 or 84 grains. 



December 20, 1849. 
Edward Hawkins, Esq., President, in the Chair. 
The following presents were announced, and laid upon the table : — 



PAESENTED BY 



Serie delle Monete e Medaglie d* Aquileja e di ^ 

Venezia di Federico Schweitzer. Vol 1. > The Author. 
4to., pp. 106, and 40 plates. Trieste, 1848 . ) 

Bulletin de TAcademie Royale des Sciences,! 

des Lettres, et des beaux Arts de Belgique. > '^"^ Academy. 
8vo. ) 

Annuaire de FAcademie Royale des Sciences 1 

des Lettres, et des beaux Arts de Belgique. > Ditto. 
SmaU 8vo. 1849. ) 

Bead — 1. Remarks by Mr. Vaux on four rare coins of Afghan- 
istan, lately acquired by the British Museum. Two of them are 
silver coins of Strato, king of Bactria, which are considered to be 
■unique, no such coins being known to exist in any cabinet either in 
India or in this country. The third coin is an obolus of Demetrius, 
king of Bactria, similar to that published by Professor Wilson, in 
his Ariana, p. 233, and engraved in pi. ii. No. 4. The fourth is a 
small gold coin of Kadphises, an Indo-Scythic prince of Caubul. 
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This paper is published in the Numismatic Chronicle, Vol. XIII. p. 7. 

2. A paper by Dr. Lee, illustrating ten imperial Greek coins in 
copper from his own cabinet, which he exhibited to the meeting. 

1. Lucius Verus, struck at Hieropolis in Cyrrhestica. 

Bev. — An inscription in a garland; below, a heap of 
apples. 

2. Commodus, struck at Csasarea in Cappadocia. 

Bev. — ^The mountain Argaeus. 
8. Caracalla, struck at Antioch, in Pisidia. 
Bev. — ^Wolf and twins. 

4. Caracalla, struck at Cyprus. 

Bev, — The temple of the Paphian Venus. 

5. Caracalla, struck at Philippopolis. 

Bev. — A square table, on which is placed a vase containing 
two palm branches. 

6. Diadumenian, struck at Biblos. 

Bev. — The front of a distyle temple, with the figure of 
Astarte. 

7. Gordian III. struck at Pergamus in Mysia. 

Bev, — Hygeia standing. 

8. Tranquillina, struck at Samos. 

Bev, — Juno Pronuba full-faced ; in each hand a patera. 

9. Philip, struck at Samosata. 

Bev, — A female, wearing a turretted crown, seated on a 
rock; at her feet, a Pegasus. 

10. Valerian, struck at Side in Pamphylia. 

Bev, — Minerva. 

These coins, though of Roman types, were valuable on account of 

their being unusually well preserved. 

Mr. Webster exhibited the cast of a penny of ^thelred II., foimd 
several years ago, with many others, in the parish of Dunropness, 
in one of the most remote of the Shetland Islands. A husbandman 
in ploughing, exposed to view a large stone like a hearth slab. On 
the removal of the stone, he discovered a large horn full of coins. 
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of which that from which the impression sent was one. The horn 
was bound with silver rings*, but upon its being touched, the bony 
substance crumbled to pieces. The circumstance excited considera* 
ble attention at the time; and several of the coins were sent to 
Sir Walter Scott, on account of the place of their discovery being 
near the spot where he had laid the scene of the incantations of 
Noma of the Fitful Head, in his novel " The PiraUy The coin 
appears to be in perfect preservation: its type presents nothing pe- 
culiar; but both moneyer and mint (PIZTAN MO MEDEL) 
are new, and it is not easy to suggest what place is intended. 

2. A letter from Mr. William Burckhardt Barker to Dr. Lee, accom- 
panying impressions of some rare Cufic coins of the Ortokite kings of 
Mardin and Diarbekir, one of which was remarkable for having in 
the centre a cross, the symbol of Christianity. Mr. Barker stated 
that in the early days of Mahommedanism, when the Christians 
still possessed power and influence, their new Turcoman conquerors, 
who had adopted the Mahommedan religion more from motives of 
expediency than from conviction, endeavoured to conciliate their 
Christian subjects. Hence, on some of their coins are found 
crosses, and on others the letter M, which might be interpreted as 
standing either for Mary or Mohammed, and thus rendered the coin 
acceptable to either party. 

Mr. Pfister exhibited to the Society some rare coins struck in the 
island of Chios, by the Genoese family the Justiniani, towards the 
end of the 14th century. 

Grossus. Ohv.—^: CIVITAS : CHH: in the field the Justiniani 

arms. Gules, a castle triple-towered argent, 
on a chief or, a demi spread eagle sable. This 
supposes a relationship with the imperial house 
of the Justiniani. 

i?et;.— In the field a cross. 4- CONRADVS: REX: 
Romanmrnm. The name of the emperor, Conradus 
n, (in Germany HI.), who gave the right of the 
mint to the Genoese. 

The Obole diiFers by having the reverse legend CONRADVS: 
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RO: and the Quattrino bears near the arms the initials D.I. 
probably for Dominium Justiniani. 

In the thirteenth century, the Genoese navy was powerful enough 
to afford aid and defence to the feeble empire of the Greek sove- 
reigns of Constantinople ; and their merchants obtained the suburb 
of Pera as a fief from the emperor, and thus monopolised the lucra- 
tive trade of the Black Sea. In time, the republic extended its 
sovereignty over Sardinia, Majorca, Minorca, Malta, Crete, Lesbos, 
and Negropont, and had also settlements in Smyrna, and other 
cities of the Levant. One of their finest colonies, however, was the 
island of Chios, which was given to them in fief by the emperor 
Michael Palaeologus in 1261, in recompense for the assistance ren- 
dered to him in obtaining the re-occupation of Constantinople. 

Towards the middle of the 14th century, the treasury of the re- 
public of G«noa was exhausted by long continuous internal wars 
occasioned by family cabals, in consequence of which, civil commotion 
and interruption of commerce followed. The war with the Vene- 
tians had also broken out, occasioned by the envy of the Genoese on 
account of the increased commerce of the Venetians with Egypt and 
Syria, from whence they brought silk, pearls, aromatic spices, and 
other commodities of the East. 

On private generosity there was no dependance: the Government 
therefore proposed to mortgage so much of the revenue of the com- 
munity as was necessary to pay the interest of the sum required ; or, 
in other words, to fund the debt. A company was immediately 
formed for advancing the money ; and from that period arose the 
" Banco di San Giorgio,'* afterwards so famous as a political, as 
well as mercantile institution of finance. 

About that time, the island of Chios being menaced by the Vene- 
tians, a fleet was required in that direction. The money having 
been raised among nine Genoese families, the equipment was accom- 
plished, and the entire conquest of the island speedily followed. As 
a security for the repayment of the loan, the government gave Chios 
in mortgage to those nine families who had advanced the money. 



NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. y 

About the year 1365, eight of those families united themselves un- 
der the sole name of one, namely the Justiniani ; who probably had 
bought in most of the shares, and thereby considered the island as 
their own fief, under the sovereignty of the republic of Genoa. They 
had however, in addition, a sort of chief-rent to pay to the Greek 
emperor. It was at the same time that many members of that 
family emigrated from Genoa to Chios. Tlie oligarchy of the 
Justiniani lasted in the island upwards of 200 years, when in 1566 
it was taken by the Turks under Soliman, under the pretext that 
the Justiniani had been in correspondence with the knights of 
Malta. 

On account of the great rarity of the coins struck by the family 
Justiniani at Chios, the exercise of the right of coinage cannot 
have lasted long, and in Mr. Pfister's opinion did not begin until 
1393 — 1394, at which time Francesco Giustiniani was Doge of 
Genoa; by whose mighty influence such a mark of sovereignty 
might have been granted to his family by the twenty-four Savj di 
Genoa. Scio, or Chio, the capital, was built by the Genoese. 'J'he 
ancient town, named, as well as the island, Chios, was placed on the 
summit of a mountain by the sea-side ; and a citadel, built also 
by the Genoese, commands the harbour. 



January 24, 1850. 

Edward Hawkins, Esq., President, in the Chair. 

The following presents were announced, and laid upon the table. 

Presented by 

Moneta Anglo-Saxonica ejusque variis typis ) 

observationes nonnullie. By Dr. Schriider. > The Author. 
small 4to. j 

Die Komnenischen Silbermiinzen mit dem 
Heiligen Eugenius (On the silver coins 
of the Comneni which bear the fignre of v rp a 
St. Eugenius). By Dr. B. von Kohne. 
8vo. pp. 51, and I plate, St. Petersburgh, 
1848. 

Salona und seine Ausgrabungen (Salona, 

and the excavations made there). Byf Sir Gardner Wilkin- 
Professor Dr. Franz Carrara. 8vo. pp. f son. 
14. Vienna, 1847. 

C 



JO PROCEEDINGS OF THE 



Beitriigc zur Geschiclite und Arch'aologic 
von Chersonesos in Taurien, herausgege- 
ben von Dr. B. von Kohne (Contribu- 
tions to the History and ArchaBology of 
the Taurian Chersonesus, edited by Dr. 
Kohne). 8vo. pp. 245, and 10 plates. 
St. Petersburgh, 1848. 
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> Thb Author. 



The Author. 



Notions sur I'Iconographie sacree en Russie ; 1 
par I. Sabatier. 8vo. pp. 49. St. Peters- I 
burgh 1849. J 

Memoires de la Soci^t6 d'Emulation d'Ab- 1 

beville 1844—8. 8vo. pp. 737. Ab- v The Society. 

beville 1849. ) 

On the state of Britain from the descent of I 

Cffisar to the coming of Claudius. By J. | j^^ author,' 
Yonge Akerman. 4 to. pp. 16, and 1 | 
plate. J 

William Brice, Esq., of Clifton Grove, near Bristol, was balloted 
for, and elected a Member of the Society. 

Mr. Hawkins read a short account of a recent discovery of 
English coins in Yorkshire. It consisted chiefly of half-crowns and 
shillings of Charles I., of various mint-marks used from 1630 to 
1643, which latter year was probably about the time of the deposit. 
There were also a few coins of Elizabeth and James I., and four 
dollars of Philip IV. of Spain. The most valuable part of the 
hoard consisted of forty-eight half-crowns of Charles I., of the York 
mint, of the types in Ending, plate xxi. figs, 1 and 3. Of the former 
there were fourteen specimens, of the latter thirty-four ; of this last 
type there were four varieties, differing only in the form and posi- 
tion of the flowers between the words of the legend on the reverse. 
These coins are in perfect preservation, and evidently have never 
been in circulation. Both types are of some rarity, and have hither- 
to been difficult to meet with in good condition, especially fig. 1. 

Mr. Vaux read a paper on the discoveries of Cufic coins 
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in Sweden, and on the shoree of the Baltic. He stated that the 
discovery of Arabic money in Elngland is of comparatively rare 
occurrence, though specimens are occasionally met with ; and in the 
great hoard exhumed at Cuerdale, there were a few pieces struck about 
A.D. 880 by the Khalif Motamed Ala Allah. But it is on the shores 
of the Baltic that these coins have been found in the greatest abun- 
dance. The occurrence among them of any specimens later than the 
fourth century of the Hejra is very uncommon. The princes who 
struck them are for the most part the same ; and, considering the 
vast number which have been found, the variety in the monetary 
cities are remarkably few. The discovery of these hoards has 
caused much discussion among learned men, as to the causes of the 
existence of such a profusion of money different from that which 
belonged to, and it is presumed formed the currency of, the countries 
in which it was concealed. Mr. Vaux considers that these deposits 
of Oriental money must be attributed to the intercourse maintained 
with the East by the different tribes who settled along the shores of 
the Baltic. It is well known, that for many centuries a constant 
stream of population was flowing from the south-east towards the 
north-west; and if in early times attention had been uniformly paid 
to the places where these coins were discovered, or had the coins 
been preserved, indications might have been gathered as to the lines 
of march which were pursued by the Asiatic colonists of Europe, or 
by the Asiatic merchants who traded with the inhabitants of Scandi- 
navia. Unfortunately this was not done; and it is in Sweden alone 
that any systematic record has been kept of those discoveries. In 
that country, as early as the year 1666, Charles XI. gave orders 
that all finds of coins and other antiquities should be carefully regis- 
tered; and in consequence, the particulars of no less than 134 finds 
have been preserved, and an account of each has been given to the 
public in a work, entitled ** Numi Cufici Regii Numophylacii 
Holmiensis quos omnes in terra Sueci repertos digessit et interpret 
tatus est Carolus Johannes Tornberg," published at Upsala in 1848, 
4to. Among the 134 discoveries, nearly all contained Cufic coins ; 
forty-two contained Saxon money ; and nine Irish. The Cufic 
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coins belonged to twenty-one dynasties; the earliest being of the 
year 79 of the Ilejra (A.D. G98), the latest A.H. 401, (A.D. 1010). 

The theory as to the manner in which the Oriental money found 
its way to the north of Europe, is confirmed by a careful comparison 
of the relative number of coins furnished by each dynasty. The 
great highway through which the commerce of Asia in early ages 
flowed into Little Russia, was through the .Caspian provinces. Accor- 
dingly, tlie largest number of coins are supplied by tlie princes of the 
tribes who ruled over those districts. Other roads existed through 
the defile of the Caucasus, and through the country of the Khazars. 
Besides these routes, the finds prove that there must Have been also 
a mode of communication with the East, either across France into 
Spain, or by means of the ships of the Northmen, which, from very 
early times, descended on the consts of Weste.rn Europe; for coins 
occur of several of the Arabic dynasties in Spain, struck in the 
towns of Cordova and Seville. 

The cessation of the Cufic coins found in Sweden, at about the 
middle of the fourth century of the Hejra, may be accounted for by 
the fact that at that date, Russia, on the overthrow of the last of the 
Varangian kings, was divided into a number of petty states, and was 
for a long time a prey to civil wars : the trade between the East and 
West would thus be put an end to, the highways by which it tra- 
velled being obstructed by internal wars. Another cause was that 
the East itself was simultaneously undergoing a gi*eat change. At 
the commencement of the eleventh century of the Christian era 
arose the empire of Mahmud of Ghazna, who drew to his own city 
and country the commerce which had travelled much further and in 
another direction. Finally, afler the death of this prince, his em- 
pire, and the remains of the Samanian governments in Khorasdn, 
and even the more prosperous countries adjoining Bagdad, wefe 
overthrown by the descent of the Tartar hordes from Central Asia, 
and the communication between the East and West was intercepted, 
Mr. Vaux's interesting paper is published in full in the Numismatic 
Chronicle, Vol. XIII. p. 14. 
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Mr. Pfister exhibited forty Italian meduls of the sixteenth century, 
comprising specimens of the works of Giovanni Bernardi of Castel 
Bolognese, Beuvenuto Cellini of Florence, Andrea Spiuelli of Parma, 
Doraenico di Polo of Florence, Giovanni Cavino of Padua, and 
Federico of Parma. 



February 28, 1850. 
Edward Hawkins, Esq., President, in the Chair. 

The following presents were announced, and laid upon the table. 

Presented by 

Memoires de la Societe des Antiqmiires de ^ 

rOuest, annee 1848. 8vo. pp. 479,and > The Society. 
10 plates. 3 

Notice sur les billets de confiance ^mis en 1 

Poitou pendant les ann^s 1791 et 1792. > The Author. 
par M . Lecointre Dupont. 8vo. 1 6 pp. J 

Essai de monographic d'une serie de M^- 
dailies Gauloises d'argent imitees des 
deniers consulaires au type des Dioscures ; ^ ^ 
et description d'une m^daille Gauloise ' 
de bronze inedite. Par le Marquis deLagoy. 
4to. pp. 28, and 1 plate. Aix 1847. 

Lettre a M. le Conseiller d'Etat Thomsen, sur ] 
la domination et la numismatique de la [ 
famiUe Genoise Gatelusio & Lesbos. By ( ^"^ Author. 
Dr. B. von Kohne. 8vo. 1847. j 

Dcmophon oder Orestes? Betrachtungen 
uber ein Gerhard erklartes Vasen-gemalde. 
(Demophon or Orestes? Considerations 
on a painting upon a vase illustrated by 
Gerhard). By Dr. B. von Kohne. 8vo. 
pp. 10. 1847. 



I 



Ditto. 
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. ^. XT ./\ > The Association. 
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An electrotype copy of the medal struck in 

commemoration of the establishment ofJ-Mus. Lee. 
the Numismatic Society. 
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Edmund Oldfield, Esq., of the British Museum, was balloted for, 
and duly elected a member of the Society. 

Richard Whitbourne, Esq. (elected January 25, 1849), was duly 
admitted a member of the Society. 

Mr. Vaux exhibited some rare and valuable coins from the col- 
lection of Major Rawlinson. 

1. A Dccadrachm of Alexander the Great, hitherto unknown; the 
type similar to that of his Tetradrachms. 

2. A Tctradrachm of Antimachus, who reigned in Bactria about 
140 B.C. 

3. A Tetradrachm of Seleucus I., with portrait. 

4. An obolus of the same king, probably unique and unpublished. 

5. A drachma of Diodotus, king of Bactria, the first coin in 
eilvcr bearing that name which has yet been discovered. 

6. A fine drachma of Euthydemus, king of Bactria; this coin is 
plated. Mionnet has engraved a coin nearly similar (Supplement 
Vol.VlII. plate xxi. fig. 3), which he calls unique. 

7. A drachma of Demetrius I., Soter. 

8. A Tetradrachm of Demetrius and Laodice, of which only three 
other specimens are known to exist. It is highly remarkable, as 
being struck upon a coin of Timarchus, king of Babylon, a coin 
itself hitherto unknown. 

9. A remarkable copper coin of Arsakes I., founder of the 
Arsacidan dynasty. 

10. A coin probably of Arsakes VII. 

11. A well preserved specimen of a coin of Phraates IV., and 
Queen Thermusa. 

All these coins are silver except No. 9. They are fully de- 
scribed, and the first eight engraved, in the Numismatic Chronicle, 
No.XLIX. 

Mr. Pfister exhibited, and read a paper on an unedited and unique 
silver coin [Asper] struck at the island of Rhodes, by Petfus de 
Cornilliani, 1 the 27th Grand-master of the Order of St. John of 
Jerusalem, 1354-1355. 



I ' N.B. So inscribed on the coin. 
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Obv. — The bare-headed and bearded figure of the Grand-master, 

kneeling before a cross with two branches, erected on three 

steps. He appears dressed in a cowl ornamented with a 

cross. * F. PETRVS CORNILLIANI DI. GRA. M. 

\[Frater Fetrus Cornilliani Dei gratia Magister.] 

Rev, — A large ornamental cross, at the end of each branch a 
shield intersected by a cross. ^ OSPITAL. S. lOHIS. 
IRLNI. 9T' (2) RODI. [HospitaUs Sancti Johannis Hiero- 
solymitani Conventus Rhodi.] 

The illustrious order of St. John of Jerusalem arose in Palestine 
during the crusades, and was the first and most ancient religious 
order. In its beginning only an association of brothers of mercy, 
devoting itself to fostering sick persons at Jerusalem, it soon became 
a sovereign community, extending its influence throughout Europe. 
In 1118, Raymund de Puy divided it into eight branches, or lingual 
divisions, of which the Lingua Provencal was the first, and to which 
Pierre de Cornilliani belonged; he was therefore, according to the 
style of the order, a Frenchman. 

The Pi'0ven9al division did not derive its denomination from that 
part of France at present known as Provence, but from a much 
more extensive district, including not only Languedoc, but nearly 
the whole country south of the Loire. The Lingua Proven9al took 
its rise in Narbonnese Gaul, whence, expanding, it extended itself on 
all sides, and described a circle, of which Toulouse remained the 
centre. Dryden does not hesitate to say, that the Proven9al was the 
most polished of all the modern languages, and that Chaucer avail- 
ed himself of its beauties in adorning and enriching the English, 
which until his time was rather barren. Cardinal Bembo, and 
Spero Sperone, acknowledge likewise that the Italians borrowed from 
the Provencal the whole art of oratory, and that of versification. 

Returning to the coin, we observe the Grand-master kneeling 
before a cross with two transverse arms (called the Patriarchal cross). 



' This form of abbreviation 9 for CON in Conventus, occurs very frequently 
at this period. We find it also on a Venetian coin of the Doge, Andreas Conta- 
rini, 9TAit: p368-1382,] 
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The question naturally arises, what is signified by a cross represent- 
ed in that manner ? And why is he not kneeling before the cross 
of the Passion, the cross of Golgotha, which is so often represented 
on mediaeval coins, sometimes with the pious issues of the coin 
kneeling before it. Mr, Pfister's explanation is, that the Grand- 
master is kneeling before a symbol denoting his rankl Crosses 
with one, two, or three transverse arms denote degrees of rank, in 
the same way as the tiara, the hat, and the mitre. The Pope alone 
was entitled to the triple cross ; the Patriarch, Archbishop, and Car- 
dinal to the double cross (before which the Grand-master is kneeling)-, 
the simple cross remaining for the Bishop. 

In the year 1000, Stephanus, the first Christian king of Hungary, 
received the cross with two branches, from pope Silvester 11.,^ (999- 
1003) for his zeal in promoting Christianity. This cross was 
intended to be not merely a decoration, but to be carried before 
him in procession ; * thus placing the king in the same cate- 
gory, in regard to appearance, as the Patriarch, or Archbishop,^ 
Thus the grand-master of the noble order of the Knights of 
St. John of Jerusalem must have been entitled to a similar 
honour. 

The first authentic notice of an intention on the part of the Hos- 
pitalers of St. John to occupy themselves with military matters, 
occurs as early as the bull of Pope Innocent H. dated 1130. Their 
superior styles himself Master, and leads in person the brethren into 
the field. 

On the dissolution of the order of the Temple, and the transfer of 
its property, rights, and privileges to the knights of Rhodes, and 
afterwards of Malta, they assumed the red-cross banner of the 
Temple, and eventually made it their favourite flag. The blood-red 
cross was granted to the Templars by Pope Eugenius III. (1145 — 
1153); and it was for the first time unfolded on the banner in 1148, 



* Joachini (Hungarian coins), compartment ii. 1740; division iv. page 129. 

* Hence the representation of the silver patriarchal cross in a red field, which 
is still in the arms of Hungary. 

* See the coins of Urosch V. King of Scrvia (1356-1367). 
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at the siege of Damascus. It was a white standard, made of woollea 
stuff. 

Afler the death of Deodat de Gozon, the convent and chapter of 
Bhodes chose for his successor, brother Peter de Cornilliani, a knight 
of the language of Provence. He justlj merited that eminent dignity 
(says their own historian Vernot), on account of the regukrity of 
his life, and even of the severity of his morals. The order indeed 
was at that time in need of such a superior. 

As soon as he had taken possession of his dignity, he called a 
general chapter at Rhodes, in order to correct various abuses which 
had crept into the government. One of the most dangerous, was 
the abuse made of the Grand-master's seal ; and, whilst entirely taken 
up with the restoration of discipline, some secret enemies of tlie 
Order at the court of Rome resumed the design of getting all the 
revenues of the Templars out of the hands of the Knights of Rhodes ; 
they told the Pope that the Knights were entirely taken up at Rhodes 
with the pleasures and the cares of amassing wealth, and proposed 
to him a sequestration of all the revenues of the Templars into his 
own hands. 

The Turks having taken at that time several new provinces from 
the Byzantine empire, Pope Innocent VL (1352 — 1362) giave to 
the Knights of St. John the order to abandon Rhodes, and seek 
a settlement in the heart of the dominions of the infidels, to serve 
as a bulwark to Christendom. 

Peter Comilliani answered the Pope, that he had received his 
orders with great respect, but could not, without consulting and 
obtaining the consent of the general chapter of the Order, hastily 
abandon a conquest of so great importance, for which many Knights 
had shed their hearts' blood. 

The Pope having issued a solemn bull declaring his pleasure that 
the chapter should be held either at Nismes or Montpellier, places 
not ^ £:om Avignon, the Grand-master felt much uneasiness at 
seeing the Pope persist in so destructive a project, as well as from 
an apprehension tliat his Order would oppose it, and insist on 
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remaining at Rhodes ; he was thus divided between the obedience 
which he owed to the PontiiF and his duty to his Order. 

In this dilemma, death came, as it were, to his assistance, in the 
eighteenth month of his mastership. 

The Knights chose in his stead, Roger de Pins,^ also of the lan- 
guage of Provence, of an illustrious house of Languedoc. 

Mr. Barker exhibited to the Meeting some Oriental coins. 



March 28th, 1850. 

Edward Hawkins, Esq., President, in the Chair. 

The following presents were announced, and laid upon the table: 

PRESENTED BY 

Coins struck by the Atabeks of Irak, ar- 1 
ranged and described by W. S. W. Vaux, V The Autho*. 
Esq., M.A., imp. 8vo., pp. 21, and 7 plates. ) 

Impp. Romanorum Numismata a Pompeio 1 
Magno ad Ileraclium. By Adolphus Vico. > John Williams, Esq. 
small 4to. pp. 598. Antwerp 1579, ) 

Joannis Harduini Soc. Jesu Presbyteril 
Nummi Antiqui Populorum et Urbium il- ?£)j,j.^ 
lustrati. 4to. pp.610, and index. Paris J 
1684. 

Joannis Harduini Societatis Jesu Presbyteri "J 
Antirrheticus de Nummis Antiquis Colo- f Ty.j,j^ 
niarum et Municipiorum. 4to. pp. 150.1 
Paris 1689. 3 

De vcteris Numismatis Potential et Qualitate 'j 
Lucubratio. By Eucharius Gottlieb Rink. I taj—^. 
small 4to. pp. 198. Leipsic and Frank- ? 
fort 1701. J 



« Of whom coins are also known 4-. F. ROGERIVS D. PINIBVS 
1)1. 'GRA. MR. 

The coins struck at Rhodes by the Grand-masters for the most part are very 
rare. 
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Dissertatio Juridica de uno Nummo, expla- 

nans Caput quartum Tractatus de veteris v t w 
Numismatis Potenti^ et Qualitate. 4to. ^ Williams, Esq. 

pp. 86, and 8 leaves unpaged. 

Christiani Scblegelii Celsissimo Comiti 
Scliwartzburgico-Amstadiensi ab Antiqui- 
tatibus et Bibliotheca de Nummis Antiquis 
Isensacensibus Mulhusinis Northusinis, et ) Ditto. 
Weissenseensibus, exercitatio historica. 
4to. pp. 64, (imperfect) Jena 1703. The 
last three in one volume. 

Joseph Whitehead, Esq., of 17, Foley Place, was balloted for, 
and duly elected a member of the Society. 

The President then read a paper upon some coins of the class 
usually denominated Counterfeit Sterlings, which had been recently 
discovered upon the property of the Earl of Selkirk, near Kircud- 
bright. After remarking, that although specimens of coins of this 
kind were very commonly found in company with English pennies of 
the same period, it had rarely, if ever, happened that a find, as in this 
instance, consisted almost wholly of them ; Mr. Hawkins proceeded 
to observe, that these coins were probably struck by the authority 
of the princes whose names they bear; and were chiefly intended 
for circulation in the neighbourhood of the towns, the names of 
which are found upon them. Their type and appearance shew 
that they were intended to imitate the coinage of England, which 
was at the time in good reputation. They appear to belong to a 
limited district in the Low Countries, near the present frontiei* of 
France ; and the personages in whose names they were issued were 
connected by marriage or by politics with the royal family of Eng- 
land. It is however possible, that the names may have been 
assumed by persons who struck these pieces for their own purposes 
and profit, without authority from any potentate, with a view to 
escape the penalty of forgery in England. They may also have 
been struck in places far distant from those whose names they bear, 
and even in England itself. It is evident that they were intended 
to circulate with English money ; and, if forged, the names were 
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selected from districts which had commercial relations with England* 
Mr. Hawkins gave a list of the coins found in the hoard, and some 
account of the princes whose names they bear. The paper 
appears in the Numismatic Chronicle, No. XLIX. 

Mr. Pfister exhibited to the Society the famous Ursula Thaler, 
struck by order of the senate of Cologne, in 1516, in honour of the 
British princess (daughter of Denotus, king of Cornwall), and of her 
companions, the eleven thousand British vii^ns. 

The type of the obverse is a ship, in the form of those represented 
on the nobles of Edward III. : upon the side of it are seen the three 
leopards of England; and within it are hoisted two standards, — one 
having the three leopards, the other the ermelins of Brittany. Se- 
veral figures appear standing in the ship. In the middle is St.Ursula 
with folded hands, wearing a crown. To her left is St. Cyriacus, the 
pope, who was supposed to be a native of Great Britain, and to her 
right, St. Pantalus, bishop of Basle, whilst in the back-ground are 
seen five maids of honour with hands also folded. The l^end is as 
follows:— "SANGUINE HI ROSEO REGNA VICERE SUPERNA'' 
— " With their rosy blood these have gained the heavenly kingdom." 
Upon the reverse are represented the figures of the three Magi, 
crowned, standing and holding each in one hand a sceptre, and in 
the other, a gift for the infant Christ. Near these figures are seen 
their respective shields of arms ; and before the middle figure, a 
large shield with the arms of Cologne stands upon the ground. The 
names Jaspar, Melchior, and Baltasar, were given to the three kings 
by the Venerable Bede. On the base of the coin — " O FELIX 
COLONIA." 

Maximus, an ancient Briton (says the legend), having rebelled 
against the Roman emperor Gratianus, proclaimed himself emperor, 
and, with a great number of his countrymen, went over to France, 
where, having expelled the Armoricans, and given their territory 
to his followers, he appointed Connanus their lord or captain. After 
establishing themselves in Brittany, they became desirous of the 
company of some of their countrywomen, and accordingly requested 
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Douatus, king of Cornubia or Cornwall, who was a Christian, to 
supply them with wives. In coxnplirnce with their request, and 
encouraged by a promise from Connanus that he would not merely 
embrace Christianity himself, but effect the conversion of his com- 
panions, Donatus affianced to him his beautiful daughter Ursula, and 
at the same time selected eleven thousand Christian virgins to 
send over as brides for his countrymen. When all was prepared that 
was necessary for their voyage, they embarked in eleven vessels for 
France. A storm, however, drove them upon the German coast, 
obliging them to enter the Rhine. Having landed at Cologne, 
Ursula was there inspired in a dream to go with her companions 
to Rome. This journey was safely accomplished, and Ursula was 
not merely received by Pope Cyriacus with the utmost kindness 
and reverence, but obtained the honour of his companionship on 
her return to Cologne. At Basle they were joined by ScPantalus 
bisbop of that see. 

Upon their arrival at Cologne, they found the town surrounded 
by an army of Hims, and, falling into the hands of these barbarians, 
the virgin band, rather than yield to their addresses, submitted 
themselves, one and all, a sacrifice to their swords. After the 
retreat of the Huns, the pious inhabitants of Cologne collected the 
bones of the eleven thousand maiden martyrs, and interred them in 
a church which derives from their royal leader the name of St. 
Ursula. 

To this legend the type of the coin refers. 

Mr. Moule exhibited a copper coin struck by Shahin Girai Khan 
ben Ahmed Girai Sultan at Baghti-Serai, in the Crimea. The 
princes, of whom this was one, belonged to the Khazar dynasty, and 
were independent until the union of the Crimea with Russia. The 
coin is dated a.h. 1191 (a.d. 1777), and is a very good specimen of 
a larger size (about 13 J of Mionnet*s scale) than generally occuris 
in this country. 
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April 25, 1850. 

John B B£RQNE, Esq., Treasurer, in the Chair. 

The following present was announci^, and laid upon the table : — 

Prksented bt 
A bronze medal of Bernard Montfaucon. "1 

Obv.— Ilia head, Bernard de Montfaucon, I ^ ^^ LoNCPEWEa. 
1655-1741. Jiev. — In a laurel wreath, j 
•* Soci^t^ des Antiquaires de France." J 

Joseph Whitehead, Esq. (elected March 28), was duly admitted a 
member of the Society. 

Samuel Shaw, Esq., of Andover, exhibited impressions of two 
coins in his possession, namely, a penny of Archbishop Vulfred, said 
to differ in some respects from any known specimen ; and a Sassanian 
coin with unexplained legend. 

Head, a paper by Mr. Moule, in illustration of a large medal in 
memory of the celebrated Gustavus Adolphus, king of Sweden, sur- 
named the Great. It is no less than three inches in diameter, a size 
which, however, is exceeded by some French Medals, as for example, 
that on the death of the minister Colbert in 1683, engraved by Ber- 
nard. Being struck in lead, the effects of iU treatment are percep- 
tible, and a hole has been bored through it. 

The obverse is intended to be historical, and as an original 
composition is perhaps too abundant and varied; but it is well grouped 
with attention to perspective, and, indeed, shows very considerable 
talent in the medallist, whose initials, S. D., Mr. Moule is unable to 
appropriate. 

It exhibits the lifeless figure of the king, in complete armour, but 
robed, and crowned, lying on the field of battle, the flying Impe- 
rialists, and the victorious Swedes, being represented in the distance. 

Above the figure of the king is the word Jehovah in Hebrew 
characters ; and thence, descending amidst rays, is the commendatory 
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sentence, "Euge serve fidelis." Many winged genii are shown 
hovering on clouds, one of which bears a flaming sword, and a label 
inscribed ^^Vel mortuum fugiunt," in allusion to the flight of the 
Germans, and the victory obtained afber the death of the king on 
the field of Lutzen. 

The legend '^Gustavus Adolphus Magnus Dei Gratia Succor. 
Gothor. et Vandalor. Bex Augustus." 

In the exergue. "Natus 9 Dec. Anno 1594. Gloriose Mortuus, 
6 Nov. Ano 1632." 

The reverse, purely allegorical in its device, is even more complex 
in its design, but is not le^s worthy of note as a specimen of the 
medallic art in the seventeenth century, being of fine workmanship, 
and delicate execution. 

The skeleton figure of Gustavus Adolphus is shown bare-headed, 
and robed, sword in hand, holding an open book. He is seated in a 
triumphal car drawn by three winged steeds, who are trampling 
under their feet demons, typical of Danes, Bussians, Poles, and 
other enemies of the Swedish power. The moving car is attended 
by beautifully designed figures of Beligion and Fortitude, who jointly 
are supporting a wreath of roses over the phantom of the king. 
Above are the words **Et Vita et Morte Triumpho." The legend 
" Dux Glorios. Princ. Pius Heros Invict. Victor Incomparab. Triumph. 
Felix & Germ. Liberator, 1634." 

Few heroes, it is acknowledged, have better deserved the character 
of soldier, statesman, the father of his people, and, above all, of 
Christian. 

Gustavus Adolphus was the grandson of Gustavus Vasa, and 
descended from the ancient kings of Sweden ; on the death of his 
father, King Charles the IXth., in 1611, when he was only 16 years 
of age, the youthful monarch found himself engaged in war with all 
his neighbours, under disadvantages which his military genius sur- 
mounted. He was assisted in council by one of the best generals 
and wisest statesmen of the age (La Gardie) ; but his invention in 
the art of war has united his name with those of Prince Maurice, and 
of Frederic the Great, in military annals. 
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When Gustavus Adolphus undertook to curb the pride of the 
Emperor, by carrying the war into Germany, his troops were the 
best disciplined and most warlike in Europe. In 1630 he landed in 
Fomerania, drove the Imperialists out of Mecklenburg, and defeated 
the Austrian general. Count Tilly, who till then was supposed to be 
invincible. His career was most rapid and wonderful ; but having 
marched into Saxony to the assistance of the Duke of Bavaria, he 
was shot in the battle of Lutzen, thus noticed in an old distich : 

** Within that field the great Gostavus died. 
When victory lay bleeding at his side." 

The king's abilities, both in the cabinet and the field, never ap- 
peared so fully as after his death. The able generals whom he left, 
having been trained by Gustavus Adolphus, and aided by the talents 
of his chancellor Oxenstiern, maintained the glory of the Swedish 
army with valour and success. His only daughter became the 
celebrated Christina, queen of Sweden. Ambitious of becoming the 
patron of learning, she was a collector of costly medals; and her 
cabinet of Roman large and middle brass coins having been described 
by Havercamp, and engraved by Bartoli, is well known to every 
numismatist. 

The field of Lutzen, near Leipsic, in Saxony, became in modern 
times again the scene of a battle, and furnished the subject of one 
of the series of Napoleon medals, designed by Denon. In May, 
1813, he defeated the Prussian and Russian armies on this spot. 
Napoleon^s head on the medal is engraved by Depaulis ; th^ reverse 
is by Brenet. 

Mr. Akerman read a letter addressed to him by Professor Thomsen 
of Copenhagen, inclosing drawings of some coins lately discovered 
in Denmark, which in general appearance closely resemble the 
pennies of Henry IH. with the long cross reverse, but which it is 
scarcely possible to consider as of English origin. The legends on 
the obverse consist, for the most part, of the king's name and title, 
more or less blundered; but in two specimens the legend SALVE 
REGINA is substituted for them. The reverses, in general, are 
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imitatioiis, more or less faithful, of the genuine English coins ; in few 
cases reading satisfactorily so as to identify the mint intended, and 
in some instances being entirely unintelligible. One reverse reads 
HENRICUS COMES, another HENRICUS, with an unintelligible 
termination. These coins appear to bear the same sort of relation 
to the genuine pennies of Henry III., which the well-known Flemish 
Counterfeit Sterlings bear to those of Edward I. and 11.; and it is 
belieyed that these specimens are new to this country. This notice 
appears in the Numismatic Chronicle, No. XLIX. 
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May 23, 1850. 
Edward Hawkins, Esq., President, in the Chair. 

The following Presents were announced: — 

Paksbntkd bt 
Histoire de Sisteron, tiree de ses Archives. J m. Laplanx, ihk Au- 
2 vols. 8vo. pp. 578 and 743. Paris, 1844. J thor. 

Dissertation sur ime M^daille attribute a^ 
N^ron, et sur quelques autres M^dailles I 
trouv^s pres de Sisteron. 8vo. pp. 15, f "^o. 
and plate. 1837. J 

Bemerkungen zur Inschrifteines Thongefasses 
mit ninivitischer Keilschriffc. (Remarks 
on the Inscription upon an Earthen Vase 
with Ninevite wedge-characters.) By Dr. 
Grotefend. 4to. pp. 22, and 3 plates. I 
Gbttingen, 1850. ^ 

Coutumes locales du Baillage d' Amiens re- 1 

digees en 1507. Par Mr. A. Bouthors. > Society op Aktiql.arie* 
Vol. n, 4to. pp. 188. Amiens, 1849. ) **' ficardy. 

Bulletins de la Soci^te des Antiquaires del 

Picardie. Concluding portion of Vol. III. > Ditto. 
for 1847-8-9. ) 

Transactions of the Royal Irish Academy. |^ ^^ Academy 



e I 



The Author. 



Vol. XXII. Part II. 4to. pp. 84. j 

Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society. Vol. 1 ^ Society 
XII. Part II. 8vo. J 

Journal of the British Archaeological Asso- ) ^^^ Associatiok. 
ciation. No. 21. J 

E 
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Antiquarian Excavations on the site of the 

Roman Station, Lymne, in Kent. By C.^ The Authok. 
R. Smith, Esq. 8vo. pp. 7. London, 1850. 

Report of the Commissioners appointed to 

enquire into the constitution, management, ^ j n n p 

and expense of the Royal Mint. Folio, ^ ' ' ' ' 

pp. 17 and 298, and a plan. London,! 849. 

Report of the Commissioners appointed to \ 
enquire into the constitution and govern- I 
ment of the British Museum ; with Mi- / Ditto. 
nutes of Evidence. Folio, pp. 44 and 823. I 
London, 1850. J 

A silver Jetton of Cardinal Richelieu. M.Durand, or Calais. 

Mr. C. Roach Smith presented to the Society, in continuation of 
the series given by him on the 28th of January, 1847, and 23rd of 
November, 1848, plaister casts of four British coins found at Threx- 
ton in Norfolk, three in silver and one in copper, and of a British cop- 
per coin found in Suffolk on the borders of Essex. One of the silver 
coins found at Threxton is of the type Nos. 17 to 20 in the plate of 
British coins at p. 73 of Vol. I. of the Numismatic Chronicle. The 
copper coin found in Suffolk is unpublished, and remarkable as 
bearing on one side the ornament like two crescents placed back to 
back, which occurs on one side of the Threxton coin above men- 
tioned ; but it is of better work, and has an inscription partly retro- 
grade, but which, unfortunately, is not perfect. It appears to be 
E J3[ V above the two crescents, and RCI below. The device of the 
other side is a horse walking, with the letters TASCI. 

Mr. Webster exhibited a British gold coin of the type, No. 93, 
plate A, of the last edition of Ruding, which was found at Colchester. 

Read — 1. A pap^ by the President on the series of medals given 
for distinguished naval services during the Commonwealth. As this 
communication is published in full in the Numismatic Chronicle, 
No. XLIX. a brief notice of it will suffice in this place. 

The first of these medals in order of time is the one known as 
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having been given for service against six ships. This is an oval 
medal, and is engraved, though not with strict accuracy in the 
minute details, in the Medallic History, PI. xxiii., No. 3, and in 
Vertue's medals of Thomas Simon, PI. xvi. No. 1. It is, however, 
not the work of that celebrated artist, but possibly of Rawlins, to 
whom it has also been ascribed. The naval encounter, for which 
this medal was bestowed, appears from Whitelock*s memorials to 
have been between one of the Commonwealth ships of twenty-two 
guns, commanded by Captain Wyard, which had been appointed 
to convoy four vessels from Hull, and six frigates, which she en- 
gaged with for twelve hours, and at last got away from, though 
much damaged, with the loss of only one man. Captain Wyard's 
own accoimt of the action is to be found among the parliamentary 
documents of the period, in the shape of a report to the Council of 
State. Of this medal, Mr. Hawkins is aware of only three examples, 
all of silver, but one of them gilt, so that it was sold as a gold 
medal in the Tyssen collection in 1802. 

The next medal is one of small size, representing on one side an 
anchor, from which are suspended shields with the cross of St. George 
and the Irish harp, with the word MERUISTI above ; and on the 
reverse, the interior of the House of Parliament. — Med. Hist. PI. xxiii. 
No. 4; Vertue, PI. xvi. This medal is the work of Simon, whose 
initials are placed on the beam of the anchor, and is of great beauty. 
Five examples have come to the knowledge of Mr. Hawkins, one in 
gold, from the Duke of Devonshire's collection, which is now in the 
British Museum ; the other four in silver. 

The next medal is the celebrated one, well known to numismatists 
as the Blake medal, Med. Hist. pi. xxiii. No. 1. Vertue, pi. xvi. 
No. 2. It was struck only in gold. The obverse represents an anchor 
upon which are suspended three united shields bearing the emblems, 
of England, Scotland, and Ireland ; on the reverse is a naval engage- 
ment; on both sides, a broad border of naval trophies. Of this 
medal a magnificent specimen was exhibited, appended to the ori- 
ginal gold chain, as presented to Rear Admiral Penn, in whose 
family it has been preserved ever since, and by the kindness of 
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wliosc descendant, Granville Peun, Esq,, it was shewn to the Society. 
The weight of the medal and chain is near forty-three ounces. A 
beautifully preserved specimen of this medal, formerly in the collec- 
tions of the Greffier Fagel, Mr. Tyssen, and Mr. Trattle, is now in 
the possession of Her Majesty. Another occurred in the collection 
of Dr. Mead, sold in 1 755. In several of the priced catalogues, it 
is stated that it was purchased for Lord Koyston, son of the Elarl of 
Hardwicke, but it is not in the possession of that noble family, nor 
is its present place of deposit known. 

Other examples of this medal are known, without the broad 
trophy border, and either having instead of it a border of laurel 
leaves, or being without any border whatever. Mr. Hawkins 
enumerated two specimens of the first variety, and four of the second, 
as within his knowledge ; one of each being in his own cabinet. 

The last medal described was one exactly like the preceding, 
without the border, but having an inscription engraved upon the field, 
For eminent Service in saving ye Triumph, fisred in Fight 'with 
YE DucH, in July 1653. It is of gold, in tlie British Museum, 
and is believed to be unique. 

In addition to the splendid medal exhibited by Mr. Granville 
Fenn, Mr. Hawkins* paper was illustrated by specimens of the first 
two medals ; of the Blake medal with the border of laurel leaves, and 
without border ; and by an electrotype of the unique medal in the 
Museum; all from his own collection. 

2. A paper by Thomas Moule, Esq., on a medal of Brescia in 
Lombardy, struck in 1797. Without being remarkable for its 
execution, or valuable for its rarity, this medal not being common, 
deserves notice, as an almost solitary memorial of a transient event 
in the history of Europe, the revolt of Brescia, by which that state 
became independent of Venice. It is of copper, 2 J inches in 
diameter, and bears the initials of the engraver J.S.F.; but there 
is no extraordinary merit in the workmanship, as a specimen of 
Italian art. 

The obverse shows a body of military, provided with artillery 
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and iield officers, taking possession of the Town Hall, described in 
the legend, " Presa del Palazzo di Broletto." On the reverse the 
legend, " Epoca della Liberta Bresciana," is typified by a wreath of 
laurel, enclosing the pileus cum pugto of antiquity, the cap of liberty 
and dagger, and the date "18 Marzo 1797." The symbols appear to 
be derived from the rare denarius of Marcus Junius Brutus ; and 
the application of these emblems was probably suggested by the 
period having a supposed reference to the celebrated Ides of March 
44, B.C. 

The very evanescent character of this local revolution will be 
best explained by a notice of the incidents which led to, and 
speedily followed, the epoch commemorated by the medal. 

Brescia is a large city on the Garza, one of the tributaries of the 
river Po, and is about midway between Milan and Verona; the 
centre of one of the finest provinces of Lombardy. Like the other 
cities in the north of Italy, it was anciently subject to its own counts 
and dukes, but frequent war was maintained between the vavasors, 
and their superior lords. 

About the year 1426, almost as soon as Venice began to turn her 
thoughts towards territorial possession, she acquired the Bresciano, 
and extended her boundary even to the river Adda. This state 
continued under Venetian government, whose authority became 
ultimately deficient in all the great and virtuous qualites which are 
requisite to provide for the safety of the state. 

The new principles to which the French Revolution had given 
birth, excited alarm; and the Venetians became sensible of danger 
when Piedmont was over-run by the French army in the summer 
of 1795. The Senate had permitted the Count de Provence (King 
Louis XVIII) to &x his residence at Verona, but now suggested the 
necessity of his retiring from their territories. The Count indig- 
nantly withdrew from Verona, in May, 1796 ; the same month 
General Bonaparte entered the Venetian State, advanced to Verona 
in June, and proceeded to- treat great part of Venetian terra-firma 
as a conquered country. 

Having accomplished the design of taking entire possession of the 



30 PROCBBDINOS OP THB 

Venetian territory, after the fall of Manilla, in Februaiy, 1797, 
the French Republicans encouraged the inhabitants of the several 
cities to declare against the old government, and claim the fnt>tec- 
tion of France, in erecting themselves into independent municipali- 
ties. 

The contiguity of Bergamo, which had been recently revolution- 
ised, could scarcely fail of influencing the political sentiments of the 
citizens, and even the nobles of Brescia. They rose; and after 
disarming the garrison, arrested the agents of Mocenigo, the 
Venetian governor ; who with diflSculty escaped before the patriots 
of Bergamo arrived to the assistance of the Brescianese. 

On the 1 6th of May following, the French entered the city of 
Venice; but in less than four months, this regenerated Republic, 
with all its possessions in Lombardy, was transferred to the house of 
Austria by the Treaty of Campo Formio, signed October 17, 1797. 

Brescia soon afterwards became the chief city in the department 
of the Mella, of the kingdom of Italy, when Napoleon assumed the 
iron crown of Lombardy; but in 1815 was restored to the 
Austrians, and now forms part of the emperor's Lombardo-Venetian 
kingdom. 

In the city of Brescia, it is believed, there is still retained the 
Museum Mazzuchellianum, a select cabinet of medals, collected with 
great care by Count John Maria Mazzuchelli, a nobleman deeply 
versed in the study of Antiquities. His Cabinet is described in two 
volumes, published in 1761 and 1763, in folio, a desideratum in 
every Numismatic Library. The Count died in November, 1 765. 

Mr. Pfister exhibited to the Society a scarce bronze medallion 
made upon the occasion of the marriage of Philibert XL, duke of 
Savoy, and count of Bresse, with Margaret, archduchess of Austria, 
duchess of Burgundy, etc., 1501. The obverse exhibits the busts 
of the illustrious pair face to face. The busts are surrounded by a 
dense twisted border, and the field of the medal is filled up with love- 
knots and apparently half-opened sun-fiowers, arranged alternately. 

Reverse. — ^A large shield divided paleways with the arms of 
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Savoy, Austria, and Burgiindj. In the field, the word FERT. 
(Foedere Et Religione Tenemur) the battle-crj of the ancient 
Savoyards. 

The medal was made by order of the magistracy of the town of 
Bourg in the province of Bressac, and presented to the duke aud 
duchess immediately upon their arrival at that town, as a token of 
congratulation and welcome . 

H. L. Tovey, Esq., and John Wilkinson, Esq., were appointed 
Auditors of the Accounts of the Society for the present Session. 



ANNUAL MEETING. 

June 27, 1850. 
Edward Hawkins, Esq., President, in the Chair. 

The Report of the Council on the Thirteenth Anniversary was 
read as follows : — 

Sineethe Annual Meeting held on the 14th of June, 1849, the 
Society has lost by death only one member, Louis Hayes Petit, Esq. 

Mr. Petit was bom on the 9th November, 1774, and died on 
the Idth of November, 1849, having just completed his 75th year. 
He was educated at a private school at Hackney, and then entered 
at Queen's College, Cambridge, at which University he took his 
degree of B.A. in 1796, and of M.A. in 1799. He was called to the 
bar at Lincoln's Inn, in Trinity Term 1 801 , and for some years attendr 
ed the Oxford Circuit, and the Chester Assizes, but retired from the 
exercise of the profession in 1821. From the year 1827 to 1832, 
he sat in Parliament as member for the borough of Ripon. His 
own literary pursuits were directed much to the study of philology ; 
but he was a liberal encourager of every department of literature, 
and of literary societies of every kind, especially the Royal Society 
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of Literature, at whose meetings lie was one of the most constant 
attendants. He was a large contributor to the Literary Fund, and 
he took an active interest in many of our public charitable institu- 
tions. He was a Fellow of the Royal Society, and of the Society 
of Antiquaries, of the Geological and Royal Asiatic Societies, and of 
other learned bodies ; and a Vice-President of the Royal Society of 
Literature. During the reign of King WUliam lY., he was a mem- 
ber of the Commission for Public Records. 

The number of ascertained resignations and secessions has been 
seven ; and the following gentlemen have been elected members : — 

William Brice, Esq., of Cliflon Grove, Bristol. 

Edmund Oldfield, Esq., of the British Museum. 

Joseph Whitehead, Esq., of 17, Foley Place. 

The numerical state of the Society is as follows : — 

Original. Elected. Hononuy. Associates. Total. 

Members) ^^ g^ j 47 

June, 1849 J 
Since elected — 8 — — 3 



42 67 1 47 167 

Deceased — 1 — — 1 

Resigned, or struck out — 7 — — 7 



42 59 1 47 149 

The accounts of the Society for the past year were audited on 
the 17th instant, by Mr. Tovey and Mr. Wilkinson. -An abstract 
of them, prepared by the Treasurer, is annexed, showing a balance 
in favour of the Society of £93 7 a. lid,, slu amount larger than at 
the corresponding period of last year. A sum of £15 is, however, 
still owing for the ^last No. of the Numismatic Chronicle, in con- 
sequence of the publishers not having yet sent in their account 
for it. 
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Tlie following papers have been read at the meetings of the 
Society. Most of them have been, or will be published in the Nu- 
mismatic Chronicle, and of the remainder an abstract will be found 
in the Proceedings. 

I. On a recent discovery of English silver coins, chiefly of 
Charles I., in Yorkshire: — 2. On a hoard of counterfeit Sterlings, 
lately discovered near Kirkcudbright: — 3. On the medals given for 
distinguished naval services, during the Commonwealth. By Mr. 
Hawkins, the President. 

4. On Californian gold. By Mr. Haggard. 

5. On some remarkable imperial Greek coins. By Dr. Lee. 

6. Remarks on four rare coins of Afghanistan, lately acquired by 
the British Museum: — 7. On the discoveries of Cufic coins in Sweden, 
and on the shores of the Baltic: — 8. On some rare coins from the 
collection of Major Rawlinson. By Mr. Vaux. 

9. On the date of British Coins. By Mr. Evans. 

10. On an unique and unpublished penny of Richard HI. By 
Mr. Bergne. 

I I . On some coins lately discovered in Denmark, being imita- 
tions of the pennies of Henry IH. By Professor Thomsen of 
Copenhagen. 

12. On some rare coins struck at Chios, by the Genoese 
family, the Justiniani: — 13. On an unedited and unique silver 
coin struck at Rhodes, by Petrus de Cornilliani, 27th Grand- 
master of the order of St. John of Jerusalem : — 14. On the celebrated 
Ursida Thaler, struck by order of the Senate of Cologne in 1516: — 
15. On a rare bronze medal, commemorating the marriage of 
Philibert II. duke of Savoy, with Margaret, archduchess of Austria, 
in 1501. By Mr. Pfister. 

16. On a penny of iEthplred II. of an unpublished moneyer and 
mint, found in one of the Shetland Islands. By Mr. Webster. 

17. On a medal struck in memory of Gustavus Adolphus the 
Great, king of Sweden: — 18. On a medal struck in 1797, to com- 
memorate the revolt of Brescia. By Mr. Moule. 

19. On some rare coins of the Ortokite kings of Mardin and 
Diarbekir. By Mr. W. Burckhardt Barker. 
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Their Publications. 



Ditto. 



Ditto. 



The following presents have been received by the Society from 

its members and friends : — 

The Royal Academy of Belgium, 

The Society of Antiquaries of 
Picardy, 

The Society of Antiquaries of the 
West, 

The Society of Emulation of 
Abbeville, 

The Royal Irish Academy, 

The Royal Asiatic Society, 

The British Archaeological Asso- 
ciation, 

Calcutta Public Library, 

M. Grenier, 



M. Schweitzer, 



Dr. Kohne, 



Ditto 



Ditto 



Dr. Schroder, 



Ditto 



Ditto. 



Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 
Catalogue of Report of Committee. 
His introduction to the general 

history of the province of 

Picardy. 
Vol. I. of his work on the coins 

and medals of Aquileia and 

Venice. 
His work entitled " Contributions 

to the history and Archseology 

of the Taurian Cherronesus. 
Do. on the silver coins of the 

Comneni, which bear the figure 

of St. Eugenius. 
Remarks on sacred Iconography 

in Russia. By M. Sabatier. 
On the rule of the Genoese family 

Gatelusio, in Lesbos, and the 

coins struck by t^em. 
Considerations on a painting upon 

a vase, illustrated by Gerhard. 
On Anglo-Saxon money and its 

types. 
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Marquis Lagoy. 



M. I^iecoiatre Dupont. 



Dr. Grotefend. 



M. Laplane. 



Ditto. 



J. Y. Akerman, Esq. 



C. Roach Smith, Esq. 



Ditto. 



Ditto. 



Albert Way, Esq. 
W. 8. W. Vaux, Esq. 



Dr. L5we. 



Sir Gardner Wilkinson. 



An attempt to classify a series of 
silver Gaulish coins imitated 
from the Roman Consular Denarii 
with the type of the Dioscuri. 

Tract on the billets deoonfianceissaed 
in Poitou,in 1791 and 1792. 

Remarks on an earthen vase with 
Ninevite characters. 

History of Sisteron, compiled from 
its archives. 

Dissertation on a medal attributed 
to Nero, and on some medals 
found near Sisteron. 

Tract on the state of Britain from 
the descent of Ccesar to the 
coming of Claudius. 

Collectanea antiqua. Vol. II. 
parts 1 and 2. 

A tract on the excavations mak- 
ing on the site of the Roman 
Station Lymne in Kent. 

A tract on the conununications 
between Britain and Brittany. 
By M. de Gerville. 

On the Antique Armills of gold 
found in Buckinghamshire. 

His tract on the coins struck by 
the Atabegs of Ir^. 

Observations on a unique Cufic 
gold coin, issued by Al Aamir 
Beakhcam Allah Abu Ali 
Manzour Ben Mustali, Tenth 
Caliph of the Fatimite Dynasty, 

A tract on Salona and the excava- 
tions made there. By Professor 
Carrara. 
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John Williams, Esq, Various works on ancient coins, 

by Vico, Harduin, Rink, and 
Scblegel. 

J. B. Bergne, Esq. Reports of the Commissioners for 

enquiring into the Mint and 
into the British Museum, with 
the evidence. 

The Royal British Bank. Silver Medal struck to comme- 

morate its establishment. 

M. de Longp^rier. Bronze Medal of Bernard Mont- 

faucon. 

M. Durand. Silver jetton of Cardinal Riche- 

lieu. 



The Report was received, and ordered to be printed. 

Thanks were voted to the Officers for the past year. 

Mr. Fairholt and Mr. Wilkinson were then appointed Scrutators ; 
and the ballot boxes having been closed and delivered to them, they 
reported that the election had fallen upon the following gentlemen : — 

President. 

Edward Hawkins* Esq., F.R.S.,F.S.A.,F.L.S. 

Vice Presidents. 

William Dbbonaire Haggard, Esq., F.S.A.,lF.tl.A.S. 
Thb Lord Londesborough, K.C.H.,F.S.A. 

Treasurer. 

John Brodribb Bbrgnb, EIsq., F.S.A. 

Secretaries. 

Jambs Covb Jones, Esq., F.S.A. 
Charles Roach Smith, Esq., F.S.A. 

Foreign Secretary. 
John Yonge Akerman, Esq., F.S.A. 
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L^frarian. 

John Williams, Esq. 

Members of the CounciL 

Jambs Dodslbt Cupp, Esq., F.S.A. 
Hugh Wblch Diamond, Esq., F.S.A. 
John Evans, Esq. 
William Hardy, Esq. 
John Huxtablb, Esq. 

John Lbb, Esq., LL.D..F.R.S.,F.S.A.,F.R.A.S. 
Thomas Moulb, Esq. 
Jonathan Rashlbioh, Esq. 
Hbnrt Latcock Tovbt, Esq. 
W. S. W. Vaux, Esq.. F.S.A. 
William Wansbt, Esq., F.S.A. 

HoRACB H. Wilson, Esq., F.R.S., F.R.A.S., Boden Professor of 
Sanscrit, Oxford. 



The Society then adjourned to Thursday, the 28th of November. 



{ oxroRD 



PROCEEDINGS* OF THE NUMISMATIC 

SOCIETY. 



SESSION 1850—1. 



NovBiiBER 28, 1850. 
Edward Hawkins, Esq., President, in the Chair. 



The following presents, received daring the recess, were an- 
nounced and laid upon the table : — 



Numi Cufici Regii Numophylacii Holmiensis, 
quos omnes in terrd Sueciae repertos 
digessit et interpretatus est Dr. Carolus 
Johannes Tomberg. 4to., pp. 316, and 
14 plates. Upsal, 1848. 

M^moires de la Soci^t^ des Antiquaires de 
Picardie. Vol. x., 8vo, pp. 643, and 
12 plates. Amiens and Paris, 1850. 

Bulletins de la Soci^t^ des Antiquaires de 
Picardie. Conclusion of Vol. III. for 
1847-8-9, pp. 409 to 492 ; and No. I. 
for the year 1850, pp. 1 to 36. 

M^moires de la Soci^t6 des Antiquaires de 
la Morinie. Vol. VIII. 1849—50. 
8vo., pp. 612, and Plates. St. Omer 
and Paris, 1850. 

M^moires de la Soci^t^ des Antiquaires de 
rOuest. Ann^ 1849. 8vo., pp. 614, 
and 2 plates. Poitiers and Paris, 1850. 



PBESSNTED BY 



The Rotal Academy of 
Stockholm. 



The Society. 



Ditto. 



Drrro. 



Ditto. 
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PRESENTED BY 

Statuts de la Soci^t^ des Antiquaires de 

rOuest. 8vo., pp. 7. 
Bulletin du premier trimestre de 1850. 

8vo., pp. 24. 
Rapport Bur les travaux de la Soci^t6 des 

Antiquaires de T Quest pendant Tann^e 

1849 ; par M. Lecointre Dupont, Seq^- 

taire de la Soci6t^. 8vo.y pp. 19. 

G^ographie du moyenage ^tudi^ par Joachim '\ 

Lelewel. Atlas compost de 50 planches. ( -,^ Actho 
1'^* livraison. Oblong folio, pp. 30, and | 
15 maps. Brussels, 1850. ] 

Observations en r^ponse k quelques opinions \ 
de M. Duchalais. Par M.A. Hermand. > Ditto. 
8vo., pp. 30. 1849. ) 

M6moire sur les Monnaies des Comtes de 

Saint Pol. Par le Dr. Rigollot. 8vo., ^ Ditto. 
pp. 28, and 2 plates. 1850. 

Handbuch der Griechischen Numismatik, 
mit besonderer Riicksicht auf deren Lite- 
ratur ( Handbook of Greek Numismatology, 
with some account of the works relating 
thereto). By A. C. E. von Werlhof. 
8vo ., pp. 280, and 5 plates. Hanover, 1 850. 

Mittheilungen der Numismatischen Gresell- 
schaft in Berlin. Zweiter Heft (Trans- 
actions of the Numismatic Society of V M. Rauch. 
Berlin. Part II.) 8vo., pp. 144, and 4 
plates. Berlin, 1850. 

M^daiUes Grecques et Romaines in^dites. ) 
8vo., pp. 6, and one plate, n. d. } 

Das Zeitalter des Obelisken aus Nimrud (On ] 

the age of the Nimroud Obelisk). 12mo., > Db. Grotefend. 
pp. 16. n. d. j 

Die Erbauer der Palaste in Khorsabad und ^ 
Kcyjundshik (The Builders of the Palaces f 
in Khorsabad and Kouyunjik). 12mo., ( "^* 
pp.16, n. d. ] 

Die Reichelse MUnzsammlung in St. Peters- 
burg. Dritter Theil (The Reichel Collec- 
tion of Coins at St. Petersburg. Part HI.) 
12mo. 1842. 



Ditto. 



Ditto. 



M. Reichel. 
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Journal of the British Archaeological Associ- 
ation. No. XXIII. 8vo. October, 1850. 

Journal of the Ceylon Branch of the Royal ^ 

Asiatic Society. Nos. I. and II., 1846 ; ( -, ^ «^ 

No. III., 1847; No. IV., 1848. Svo., f ^™ ^""^'' ^'^"• 
pp, 97, 176, 213, and 90. ) 

Collectanea Antiqua. By Roach Smith, Esq. ) «. A,T.PMrt„ 
Vol. II., Part III. 8vo. London. 18.50. } ^^"^"™^«- 

Letter to Lord Brougham and Vaux, con- 
taining proposals for a scientific explora- 
tion of Egypt and Ethiopia. By John J> Ditto. 
James Wild. 8vo., pp. 21, and 3 plates. 
London, 1850. 



Read — 1. A paper by Mr. Williams, the Honorary Librarian, 
giving some account of a Chinese work on Coins, in the library of 
the Society. The work in question, consisting of eight volumes, 
was presented to the Society some time ago by Mr. Walter Hawkins. 
Mr. Williams having lately paid some attention to the Chinese 
language, was induced to examine the book ; and as the result of his 
investigation appeared to afiPbrd some interesting and curious infor- 
mation, he communicated it to the Society. Mr. Williams* paper, 
which is of considerable length, is printed in full in the Numismatic 
Chronicle, Vol. XIII. p. 143. 

Upon examination, the volumes in the library of the Society prove 
to be only a portion of another and a much larger work, bearing a 
title which may be expressed in EngHsh, ** A Splendid Collection of 
Spring Shrubs." As the Chinese possess many works with titles 
allusive to gardens or shrubs, but which nevertheless are collections 
of miscellaneous Uterature, Mr. Williams presumes that the work 
to which the numismatic volumes of the Society belong, is, notwith- 
standing its horticultural appellation, a kind of encyclopaedia of 
general literature, typified under the name of shrubs or herbs. He 
has, however, never met with it in any list of Chinese works which 
has fallen under his observation. The volumes under consideration 
form Sections 21, 22, 23, and 24, of that work, whatever it may be. 
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Section 21 compiises two volumes; Section 22, two volumes; 
Section 23, three volumes ; and Section 24, a single one. 

The first of these Sections contains a description of the Tao (or 
knife — so called firom its shape), and Poo money of the first four 
dynasties of the Chinese Emperors, namely, those called Hea, Shang 
Chow, and Tsin (b.c. 2197 to 206), followed by a number of what 
may be called imcertain coins of the same period, being those of 
nations into which China was anciently divided, and which were 
apparently so many nearly independent states, acknowledging the 
Emperor as their superior. 

The next Section treats of the coins called Leangs, of the Han and 
other dynasties, which riiled either over the whole or a part of 
China between the years 192 b.c. and a.d. 960, when the Sung 
dynasty acquired the sovereignty. 

The third section consists of three parts, and is described as con- 
taining Leang money of the Sung, Yuen, and Ming dynasties, 
together with those of some other possibly contemporaneous ones. 
These extend over the period from a.d. 960 to 1628, when the 
present race of Tartar emperors obtained the rule. 

The fourth and last section professes to give examples of extraor- 
dinary patterns, or coins struck at different times. Many of these 
are curious, either from their shape, or firom the representations 
impressed upon them. Among other objects, the figure of a crucifix 
has been introduced, possibly a remnant of the Christianity intro- 
duced by the Jesuit missionaries; and in this figure there is an 
attempt to imitate European characters, which however is a decided 
failure, the inscription being absolutely unintelligible. 

If the appropriations of the coins under the first section be correct, 
we should have a record of specimens of a metallic currency at least 
one thousand years older than the earliest Greek coins at present 
known. While this is a point which must be left to future investi- 
gation, there is every reason to conclude that these coins are of very 
remote antiquity, from the rudeness of their execution, and the 
barbarous nature of the characters upon them. It is certain that 
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there exist treatises by Chinese authors of very considerable anti- 
quity on the subject of numismatics. One of these, compiled by an 
author who lived during the dynasty of Sung, a.d. 960 to 1281, is 
referred to by Du Halde ; and the extracts given by him, in the 
shape of figures of coins of early dynasties, agree perfectly with 
those given to the same dynasties in the work imder consideration. 

2. A paper by Mr. Webster, accompanying the exhibition of three 
coins. 1st, a penny of the type of the pennies of Stephen, Hawkins 
No. 270, but probably of an Earl of Warwick, reading on the 
obverse PERERIC, and on the reverse RAMVN ^ - NICOL (for 
Lincoln). Two pennies of this kind are described and figured in a 
paper by Mr. Rashleigh in Vol. XII. of the Numismatic Chronicle, 
but they are both of the London Mint. 2nd, a &rthing of Edward 
I., believed to be unique, weighing nearly 4 grains, struck at Ber- 
wick. The reverse reads VILLA BARVICI, and has the head of a 
bear in two opposite angles of the cross. 3rd, a penny of Edward 
III., struck at Durham. Obverse EDWARDVS REX AIN. Re- 
verse CIVITAS DVNOLME. The final E is perfectly clear, and one 
limb of the cross terminates in a crozier ; particulars m which this 
coin differs from one somewhat similar, described by Hawkins, p. 100. 

3. A letter firom M. Chalon, President of the Numismatic Society 
of Belgium, to Mr. Akerman, transmitting a drawing of a sterling 
of the same kind as those described by M. Thomson in No. 49 of 
the Numismatic Chronicle. 

Obverse : a triangle within a beaded circle ; inside the triangle, 
an uncertain object like a flower ; in the outer circle, BLOME^BE- 
RICICI. 

Reverse : Type of the pennies of Henry III., with the long cross : 
legend, BER [ NHA | RDV \ STN, 

The coin is of good silver, and weighs 1*03 grammes; which at 
15*435 Troy grains to the gramme, is nearly 15 -^j^ grains. This is 
considerably below the weight of the English penny of that period, 
which was upwards of 22 grains. The only place that M. Chalon 
could suggest as the place of mintage, is Blumberg, in Alsace. 
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4. A paper by Mr, FBirholt, on the opposition which was success- 
fullf raised in Ireland in the year 1724 by Dean Swift against the 
introduction of the copper money coined onder Wood's patent. Mr. 
Fairholt's paper waa accompanied by a contemporaneons printed 
copy of a presentment against "Wood's hal^«noe on the part of the 
Grand Jury of the County of the City of Dublin. The coins against 
which that factious and absurd outcry was raised, are well known to 
have been superior in ezecntion and appeanuice, not only to any 
copper coins which had previously been issued for Ireland, but also 
to the copper coinage in nrcalation in England. 

5. A paper by Mr. Pfister on a gold coin struck at the Island of 
Rhodes, by James de MiUy, Grand-Master of the Order of St. John 
of Jerusalem from 1454 to 1461. 



Obverse ; the figure of St. John the Baptist standing, holding in 
his left hand a book, and in his right the banner of the order, which 
he delivers to the kneeling Grand-Master, who is represented bare- 
headed, bearded, and dressed in a cowl ornamented by a cross. 
lACOBV. D. ML. Near the staff of the banner are the letters 
M. R. D. ; at the end of the staff the letter B.; and behind the 
Saint, S. 10. lERS. The whole may probably be intended to read 
lACOBVS DE MILLY MAGISTER RODI DOMINVS SANCTI 
lOHANNIS BAFnST^ HIEROSOLEMITANI. 

Reverse ; The upright full-iaced figure of our Saviour in an 
aureole, his right hand raised, and in bis left the GospeL Oa lus 
right are four stars, and on his left five. Legend as on the sequins 
of Venice. SIT T. XPE. DATV. Q. TV. REGIS ISTE DVCA. 

This coin is in the collection of the British Mnsenm, and is onique 
and unpublished. 
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Mr. Roach Smith, on the part of Lord Londesborough, exhibited 
two curious Sceattse ; one of th& type Ruding PI. 1 , No. 23 ; the 
other much resembling PL 2. No. 7, and No. 5 of the Appendix ; 
but the coin, which seems to be of base silver, being corroded, the 
head on the obverse is not perfectly distinct, and appears like the 
head of a fox or a cat. The dragon on the reverse stands in the 
opposite direction to that on the coins in the plates referred to. 

The Rev. Macdonald Steel communicated, through Mr. Akerman, 
a list of Roman Coins found at Caerwent in the course of the 
present year. They amount in number to 116, and are of the 
following Emperors and Empresses, extending over a period of 
nearly a century : — 





NO. 


OF COINS. 


NO. 


OF COINS. 


Julia Domna - 


- 


1 


Brought Forward 


- 


- 67 


Caracalla 


- 


1 


Trajan Decius - 


- 


- 7 


Elagabalus 


- 


2 


Etruscilla 


- 


- 2 


Julia Maesa 


- 


1 


Treb. Galhis - 


. 


- a 


Severus Alexander - 


- 


8 


iEmilian 


- 


- 3 


Julia Mamsea - 


- 


1 


Volusian 


w 


. 2 


Gordianus Pius 


- 


25 


Valerian 


• 


- 6 


Philip, sen. 


- 


19 


Gallienus 


. 


- 11 


Otacilia Severa 


- 


7 


Valerian, jun. (Saloninus) - 7 


Philip, jun. 


- 


2 


Salonina 


- 


- 8 






67 






116 



December 19, 1850. 

Edward Hawkins, Esq.> JEVesident, in the Chair. 

The following Presents were announced, and laid upon the Table : — 



Joannis Harduini Societatis Jesu Presbyteri, \ 
chronologise ex nummis antiquis restitutse I 
specimen primum. Numismata Saeculij 
Constantiniani. 4to. pp. 292. Paris 1697. j 



PRESENTED BY 



Mr. Wiluams. 
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PRESRNTED BY 

Johannis Seldeni Angli liber de nummifi, in 
quo antiqua pecunia Romana et Gneca 
metitur precio ejus, quae nunc est in usu. 
Huic accedit Bibliotheca nummaria, sive 
Elenchus Auctomm qui de antiquis Nu- \ Mb. Williams. 
mismatibuB, Hebraeis, Graecis, Romania, 
necnon de monetiB, ponderibus, et men- 
suris ad hunc usque annum scripserunt. 
Small 4to. pp. 19 and 86. London, 1675.^^ 

De Ponderibus et pretiis veterum num- 
morum, eorumq. cum recentioribus col- 
latione, liber unus. Authore Edovardo 
Brerewood, nuper in Collegio Gressa- 
mensi Londini Astronomiae Professore. 
Small 4to. pp. 56. London, 1614. 



> Ditto. 



Read — 1. A paper by Mr. Maximilian Borrell, giving some 
account of a discovery of Syrian tetradrachms, whicb took place in 
the year 1 848, between the sites of the ancient cities of Tarsus and 
Adana in Cilicia. The hoard comprized coins of Antiochus VIL, 
Demetrius II., Cleopatra and Antiochus VIII., jointly, and An- 
tiochus VIII. alone, and extended over the period between 138 and 
97 B.C. 

2. A paper, by the Treasurer, on a sermon preached December 
16, 1 694, before the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, by Dr. Fleetwood, 
the well-known author of the " Ghronicon Preciosum," who became 
afterwards Bishop of St. Asaph and of Ely. This discourse, which may 
be termed a numismatic sermon, was from the text, Grenesis xxiii. 16, 
^' And Abraham weighed to Ephron the silver which he had named 
in the audience of the sons of Heth, four [himdred shekels of silver, 
current money with the merchant;" and is directed against the 
practice of clipping the coin of the realm. 

3. A short communication from Mr. A. T. Holroyd, made through 
Mr. Whelan, accompanying the exhibition of a specimen of the 
Hasshahshah, or iron money of El Obeyed, or Lobeyed, the capital 
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of Cordofan. The shape of this money is very peculiar, somewhat 
resembling that of a large nail, if hammered out perfectly flat and 
thin. The value of each piece is one para; consequently forty are 
worth one Egyptian piastre, which is equivalent to 2id. sterling or 
thereabouts. This money is made by the Arabs at Wad Desakki, a 
village forty or fifty miles from Lobeyed, where iron ore abounds 
close to the surface of the ground. The ore is smelted with 
charcoal fires. £1 Obeyed is about three hundred miles west of the 
White Nile, in about 13^ 15' N. L. A paper on this subject by Mr. 
Holroyd, with an engraving of a specimen of the money, will be 
found in the Numismatic Chronicle, vol. I. p. 212. 



) Mr. Moule. 



January 23, 1851. 
Edward Hawkins, Esq., President, in the Chair. 
The following Presents were announced and laid upon the Table : 

PRESENTED BT 

Discorso della Religione antico de Romani, ' 
insieme un' altro discorso della Castrame- 
atione et disciplina militare et par esser- 
citg antichi de detti Romani. Small 4to. 
Lyons, 1569. With some plates of 
Roman coins (probably belonging to a 
work by iEneas Vico), bound in the same 
volume. 

Index to the Report and Minutes of Evi- 
dence on the British Museum. Folio. )> Mr. Bergne. 
1850. 

Mons. Edouard Laplane, of St. Omer, Assistant Secretary of the 
Society of Antiquaries of the Morinie, author of a History of Sisteron, 
etc., etc., was ballotted for and elected an Associate of the Society. 

Read — An account, by Mr. Hawkins, of a hoard of coins, which 
have lately been foimd under the hearth-stone of an old farm house 
at Bampton, near Oxford. The house is called Ham Farm, and is 
said to have been part of the out-buildings of a castle, once the 
residence of King John. The hoard consisted of four hundred and 

c 
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fifty-six pieces of money, commencing with James L, and extending 

to the year 1673. The following is a catalogue of the pieces found, 

specifying the mint-marks and dates. It is remarkable that this 

hoard contains coins of almost every year of the reigns of Charles I.9 

and Charles II. down to the year 1673; that there is not a single 

piece smaller than a half crown ; not a specimen of Briot's money, 

nor of the uncertain local mints of Charles I. ; nor of the coinage of 

the Commonwealth : — 

MO. OF oonffB. 



James I. — 


Half Crowns 


- - - 


■• 




8 


Charles I.- 


-Ditto 


Lis m. m. 


- 


1625 


1 


»» 




Cross - 


- 


1626 


2 


it 




Plume - 


. 


1630 


4 


*t 




Rose - 


- 


J631 


2 


*t 




Harp - 


- 


1632 


7 


*t 




Portcullis 


- 


1633 


6 


f» 




Bell - 


• 


1634 


3 


»» 




Ditto with Plumes 


- 


f» 


2 


»» 




Crown 


. 


1635 


17 


tt 




Tun - 


- 


1636 


25 


»» 




Anchor 


- 


1638 


9 


f f 




Triangle 


- 


1639 


15 


>» 




Star . 


. 


1640 


21 


ft 




Triangle in circle 


- 


1641 


72 


»* 




P in circle - 


- 


1643 


31 


tt 




R in circle - 


« 


1644 


48 


tt 




Eye - 


- 


1645 


18 


tt 




Tun - 


- 


»» 


54 


tt 




Sceptre 


- 


1646 


1 


tt 




Declaration type 


- 


OX 


6 


>» 




Ditto - 


- 


BR 


2 


tt 




Ditto other varieties 




8 


»> 




York Mint - 


- 




3 


»} 




Scotch 


- 




6 


»f 




Uncertain 


- 




13 
376 


Charles II 


. — Crowns 






1662 


7 


»» 








1663 


3 


>» 








1664 


3 


»» 




Carried over 




1665 


1 
14 

398 
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1670 
1671 
1672 
1673 



1670 
1G71 
1672 
1673 



Total 456 

A letter from Richard Stuathill, Esq,, of Cork, addreesedto Jamee 
D. Cuff, Esq. respecting — 

1st. Some pennies and half-pennies of Edward I. II. or III. in 
Mr. Sainthill's collection, which, from the st^le of the bust, the 
weight, and the occurrence of the English n, and of annulets in 
the legends, assimilate to the corns of Edward III., though from the 
title of the king on the obverse reading EDW. R. ANGL. DNS. 
HYB. the; would seem to belong to Edward I. Mr. S^thill is 
of opinion that these coins, many specimens of which from the 
Mints of London, Durham and York, were exhibited, belong to 
Edward III. 



3dlf . The appropriation of those coins in gold and silver, hitherto 
classed as belonging to Edward IV., which have as mint>marl(s, a 
boar's head, a rose and sun united, or both those mint-marks on 
the obverse and reverse of the same coin respectively; but which Mr. 
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Sainthill coiuiden u having been coined for Edward V. hy Qie 
order and authority of his Uncle, Richard Duke of Gloucester, the 
Lord Protector, afterwards Richard III., whose badges or ct^nizance 
they bear.* Specimens of the angel and of the groat of each kingi 
beahng the reepective mint-inarks, accompanied the paper for the 
purpose of comparison . 



Mr. Pfister exhibited a silver medaUion of the Emperor Charles V., 
bearing the date 1537. The obverse repreeent« the half-length 
figure of the Emperor to the left, at the age of thirty-seven, bearded, 
the head covered with a flat bonnet, and the hair cut short. He is 
dressed in rich embroidered garments, holding in his right hand the 
sceptre, and in his left the Imperial orb and cross. Over hie breast 
hangs the insignia of the Golden Fleece. CAROLVS V. DEI 
GRATIA ROMAN. IMPERATOR AVGVSTVS REX HIS. 
ANNO SAL. M. MDXXXVII. .lETATIS SV^ XXXVII. 
Reverse, the grand imperial shield of arms, on the crowned spread 
eagle, nnder whose winge ^ipears the device of the Emperor, namely, 

* The ^propriation to Edward V. of these coins witb the boar's bead mint- 
mark, was however mggeited in Mr. Hawkins' work on Che English SilTer 
Coinage, published in 1841. See pp. 378 and 3S0. 
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PLVS OULTRE, inscribed on the pillars of Hercules, which, at the 
Straits of Gibraltar, divide the shores of Europe and Africa. The 
letters H. R. at the bottom indicate the name of the artist, Henry 
Reitz, a goldsmith of Leipzig. 

The medallion, which is highly interesting, as presenting a dated 
portrait of the Elmperor Charles V., is executed with much skill 
and beauty; and may vie with the contemporaneous productions of 
Italian artists of the period. It is cast and afterwards chased. 



Fbbruart 27, 1851. 
Edward Hawkins, Esq., President, in the Chair. 

The following Presents were announced, and laid upon the table :^ 

Pekskvtkd bt 
Munzgeschichte des Hauses Hohenlohe, 

von dreizehnten bis zum ueunzehnten 

Jahrhimdert, nach Original-Urkunden 

und Mtinzen verfasst, von Joseph Albrecht, 
(Numismatic Histoiy of the House of I Thb Author. 

Hohenlohe, from the thirteenth to the 

nineteenth century, compiled from original 

documents and coins. By Joseph Albrecht). 

4to. pp. and plates. Oehringen, 1846. 

Thesaurus selectorum numismatum anti- 

quorum, etc. Auctore Jac. OiseKo. J. C. \^^ ^^^ HAWRiKfl, 

4topp. 570 and Index '^ ' a_ -^ -» 

sterdam, 1677 

A large series of foreign sale Catalogues of 1 

collections of coins and medals, many > Me. Haggard. 
marked with the prices. j 

Read — A paper by Mr. Moule, accompanying a fine silver medal 
nearly two inches in diameter, struck at Lucerne. Some historical 
celebrity is conceded to Lucerne, as one of the four forest cantons, 
the originators of the Swiss confederacy. As the medal commemo- 
rates no remarkable event, it was probably struck only as an example 
of the professional talent of the artist, John Ulrich Brupacher, a 



imismatum anti- "1 
c. OiseHo. J. C. L 
11 leaves. Am- f 
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medallist of Lucerne, by whom many works are extant, according to 
G. E. Haller's *• Schweizerisches Munz- Cabinet" 

The obverse, in high relief, shows the armorial distinction of the 
Canton, within a guilloch^ shield, agreeably to the prevailing taste of 
the period. The heraldry being derived from the ccdoors of the 
banner under which these brave moontaineers were victorious at the 
battle of Sempach in 1385, may be supposed a subject of no little 
interest to the Swiss of the Canton. 

The supporters, symbolical of the sylvan character of the country, 
are two bearded woodmen, naked and wreathed about the head and 
waist with oak boughs. One grasps a two-handed sword, and also 
1)ears< a ducal coronet over the shield, with an air of defiance, but at 
his feet is an olive branch. The other, seemingly in repose, holds a 
palm branch. Above is the legend, '' Dominus Illuminatio Mea," 
part of a Scriptural sentence continued on the reverse of the medal. 
Below the shield of arms is the date 1 745 ; and on the verge are 
the initials of the engraver — J. B. 

The reverse is in a different style of design, but no less excellent 
in execution ; it shows the town of Lucerne, the picturesque capital 
of the Canton, very faithfully drawn, and with a degree of relief 
apportioned to the dimension of the medal. Li clouds above, are 
the Madonna and child, with an angel bearing a wreath of roses. 
As the chief town of a Roman Catholic Canton, this probably implies 
that it was considered especially under the protection of the Virgin 
Mary, The legend refers to the name of the town, which was 
derived from a lighthouse on the lake, " Lucema Fedibus 
meis." The prominent forms of the principal edifices are 
shown ; the several towers and gate-houses in the ancient 
walls, the cathedral, the Stadthaus, the three remarkable wooden 
bridges, and even the boats on the lake — so perfect is the repre- 
sentation. 

In the exergue is the name of the medallist, J. Brupacher. 

B«ad— the following letter from Mr. Roach Smith to the Trea- 
surer : — 
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My Dear Sie, — I send you impressions of three British coins 
which have recently been found. 

1. From Cambridge, in gold. Obv. VODII ? It appears to be 
slightly different from published types. 

2. A very fine coin, as No. 37, plate 2, Ruding, in gold. 

3. This specimen is in brass, and is unpublished. It was found, 
as is believed, somewhere in Suffolk, and has been presented to me 
by Mr. Lucas, of Chelmsford. 

Obv. A horse walking to the left, above TASCI. 

Bev. As on silver coins found in Cambridgeshire : See Num. 
Chron. Vol. I., p. 89 ; and the letters above SRV, and below R. CI, 
which may probably be read VREIC. R. or VERIC. Rex ? 

It is evident the fine type now exhibited is connected with those 
referred to above, which have been commented on by the Rev. B. 
Poste in vol. iv. of the ** Journal of the British Archaeological Asso- 
ciation" (see plate at p. 107), as belonging to the Iceni. Mr. Poste 
has favoured me with a note on my coin which I forward to you. 
I rest in hopes of securing a few more examples, which may allow 
us to classify this and its Cambridgeshire kindred with greater 
certainty. 

Yours, sincerely, 

C. Roach Smith. 
6, LiVEBPOOL Street, City, January 31, 1851. 



My Dear Sir, — Your note arrived this morning, and your new 
type is one so important of its kind, that I add a few remarks. 
The question respecting the legend TASCIO is now brought into 

small compass, the reading you receive being p,, that is VRE 

IC.R, and the other particulars connected with the coin being of 
such a nature as to allow but little scope for difference of opinion. 
For example, the symbol on the coin is one that only occurs on 
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types of the Iceni ; and the coin was found in their temtories ; 
therefore the presumption is difficult to be set aside tiiat the IC 
refers to them, and that IC.R is Icenorum Rex. 

As for y ericas, joa would not, I think, pronounce him to have 
been brother of Cunobeline. Dion Cassius calls him " Bepucos ns" 
as much as to saj a person called Bericus, which manner of speak- 
ing seems to implj that he was not. Tlierefore, that point must be 
abandoned ; and I see no impediment to the connecting the titular 
word TASCI of the reverse (i.e., sovereign) with the king» or chief 
of the Iceni who struck the coin. Indeed, I do not know how it is 
possible to do otherwise. 

As for the VRE, I take it for the first syllable of Prasatagus in its 
Celtic form. The Romans we know have given us few of the Celtic 
names right. B. P. and V. were letters frequently indiscriminately 
used in the Celtic language, as is well known. 

We have the name among the ancient Britons of the fifth 
century ; Caradoc Braichbras, usually written as Caradoc Vreich- 
vras, which would be exactiy the same permutation as is found 
on the coin ; there being the greater reason to suppose that 
the name in Celtic began with a B and not a P, as Tacitus 
gives it. 

I was so hurried in leaving town, that I could not call for the cast, 
but will do so next time I come up. 

Believe me, my dear Sir, yours faithfully, 

Bbale Poste. 
Btdew's Place, January 30, 1851. 

Mr. Pfister exhibited a splendid bronze medallion of the learned 
Antonio Maria Biscioni, Canon of St. Lorenzo, and keeper of the 
femous Laurentian Library at Florence. 

The obverse shows his bust in canonical dress at the age of 73, 
inscribed ANT. M. BISCIONIVS FLOR. BASIL. S. LAVR. 
CAN. MEDIC. LAVR. BIBLIOTH. REG. PRiEF. iET. LXXIII. 

The medal was made in the year 1 747, when Biscioni was appointed 
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Perpetual Keeper of the Laurentian Library by Francis J., Grand 
Duke of Tuscany and Emperor of Austria. 

The reverse is inscribed NEGATA TENTAT ITER VIA, [" He 
attempts a passage, though the road is denied"] and represents the 
garden of the Hesperides. Hercules is in the act of striking the 
head of the dragon with his club, which is intended to show that 
Biseioni, by great talent, had overcome the envy of his competitors, 
and in spite of all obstacles, opened the dififtcult way for attaining 
the golden apples ; that is to say, obtained the firuits of his profound 
learning. 

The artist of the medallion is Lorenzo Maria Weber, who distin- 
guished himself also as a gem engraver : he signed his works of 
art with the initials L. M. W., which occur to the right on the 
exergue of the reverse of the medallion. Weber was the son of a 
German officer in the Grand- ducal body-guard at Florence. 

Mr. Hawkins gave a short account of a hoard of coins recently 
discovered near Soberton, in Hampshire. It comprised pennies of 



Edward the Confessor, T; 


jrpe Rudi 


ng. H. 25 No. 26 


— 


77 


Do. 


ft 


„ 24 No. 3 


— 


1 


Harold II. 


>> 


H. 26 No. 2 


— 


7 


Do. 


>f 


„ „ No. 3 


— 


152 


William the Conqueror 


tt 


PI. 1 No. 7 




22 



Total No. of specimens - - - - 259 

The find is interesting, as furnishing an additional proof, if any 
had been wanting, of the correctness of the opinion generally enter- 
tained, that the above type of the coin of the Conqueror was the 
earliest mintage of his reign. With the coins were also found two 
massive gold ear-rings, weighing together rather more than an ounce, 
which, together with 1 1 3 of the coins, were purchased for the British 
Museum. One of the rings is engraved at p. 100 of vol. viii. of the 
Archaeological Journal. 

Mr. Hawkins exhibited an unpublished and probably unique 
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piece, struck bj the Pretender as King of England. It is a pattern 
for a silver crown. The head is of the same character, and possibly 
from the same punch as that on the pattern for a Scottish sixty 
shilling piece, bearing the date 1716 ; the dies of which, by Roettier, 
some years ago fell into the hands of the late Mr. Young. 

0^.— lACOBVS III DEI GRATIA. Laureated head of the 
Pretender to the right. 

Bev,—UAG, BRI. FRAN. ET HIB. REX. 1709. An oval 
shield crowned, bearing in the first quarter the arms of 
England ; in the second quarter those of Scotland ; in the 
third quarter those of France ; and in the fourth quarter 
those of Ireland. 
Edge plain. 

It is in perfect preservation, and evidently struck at the period. 
It is believed to be the property of Major Moore, and to have been 
procured by him abroad. 



March 27, 1851, 

Edward Hawkins, Esq., President, in the Chair. 

The following presents were announced, and laid upon the table : — 

Pkesektbd BT 
Die MUnzen der deutschen Kaiser und 
Konige des Mittelalters. (The coins of the 
German Emperors and Kings of the 
middle ages). By Heinrich Philipp \ Thb Author. 
Cappe. Vol. I. 8vo. pp. 210, and 22 
plates. Dresden, 1848. Vol. II. 8vo. 
pp. 141 and 26 plates. Dresden, 1850. 

Bulletin de la Society des Antiquaires de 

Picardie, ann^e 1850. Nos. 2, 3, 4. 8vo. \ The SocwTr. 
pp. 37 to 132. Amiens, 1850. 



Thb Author. 
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Uber die im Russiscben Reiche gefundenen 
abendlaDdischen MUnzen des X> XI. and 
XII. Jahrhunderts. (On the western coins 
of the 10th. 11th and 12th centuries, 
found in the Russian Empire). By Dr. 
B. Von Kohne. 8vo. pp. 228, and nine 
plates. St. Petersburg, 1850. 

Journal of the British Archaeological Asso- ) the A«ociatiok. 
ciation. No. xxiv. 8vo. January, 1851. ) 

Journal of the Architectural, Archaeological, 

and Historic Society for the county, city, ( ,« g 
and neighbourhood of Chester. 8vo. ocibtt. 

pp. 80, and 26 plates. Chester. 

Literary Gazette. Parts for January and ) „ « 

February. 4to. 1851. [Th.Propiu.toh. 

Selecta Numismata antiqua, ex Musseo^j 

Jacobi de Wilde. 4to. pp. 212, and 10 / wn^uAMs. 

leaves of index ; a map and 28 plates. | ** "-"^^^ 
Amsterdam, 1692. ) 

Mr. Roach Smith exhibited a bronze medal, struck in commemo- 
ration of the inauguration of a statue of Ducange, erected by the 
Society of Antiquaries of Picardy, and the inhabitants of Amiens, 
in 1849. 

OJr.— Bust of Ducange looking to the right.—" C. DUFRESNE 
DUCANGE, n6 a AMIENS LE 18 DEC. 1610, MORT 
A PARIS LE 23 OCT., 1688." 

Eev.—The Statue.— "STATUE DE BRONZE ERIGEE PAR 
LA SOCIETE DES ANTIQUAIRES DE PICARDIE 
AVEC LE CONCOURS DE LA VILLE D'AMIENS 
ET DES SOUSCRIPTEURS, 19 AOUT 1849." 

Read — ^A paper by Mr. Evans, in which, with reference to an 
article by Mr. Rashleigh, on the Baronial Coins of the Reign of 
Stephen, which appeared in the Numismatic Chronicle, Vol, xiii. 
p. 181, he attempts to appropriate two or three of the coins de- 
scribed and engraved by Mr. Rashleigh, to the Empress Matilda or 
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Maude The coins in question are Nos. 1 and 2 izx -thk^ plate v 

accompanied Mr. Rashleigh's paper, and a third desoxrabed at p. 
but not engraved. Mr. Evans conceives that the otrv^erse Iqi 
would, if perfect, read on No. 2, MATILDA IM, and on the o 
two coins IMPERATR, for the single word " Imperx^tn^r, " ni 
same manner as the single word DVCISIA is found ozm t^c obv< 
of coins of EHeanor of Aquitaine, the contemporary SLzsci daog'ht 
in-law of Maude. Mr. Evans' interesting paper will be pnblisl 
in full in the ensuing number of the Numismatic Chroniof 6. 



April 10, 1851. 

Edward Hawkins, Esq., President, in the Chair. 

The following presents were announced, and laid upon the 
table : — 

PRBSEMTKD BT 

M6moire8 de la Soci^t^ des Antiquaires de ) -, ^ 

Picardie. Part I., for 1851. { ihb socncTT. 

Le Cabinet de la Bibliotheque de Sainte] 

Genevieve. Folio, pp. 224, with 4 leaves > Mr. Weluamb. 
of Index, and many Plates. Paris, 1692. ) 

Mr. Wills, of 23, County Terrace, New Kent Road, exbihited 

ome coins from his own collection, among which was one of 

Carausius in base silver, with a capricom on the reverse, a type of 

extreme rarity. 



May 22, 1851. 

Edward Hawkins, Esq., President, in the Chair. 

The following presents were announced, and laid upon the 
table : — 

PRBSENTED BT 

Bulletin de la Soci^t^ des Antiquaires de 

rOuest. 2«. 3«. 4«. Trimestres de 1850, ^ ^^^ ^^^^ 

et 1"". Trimestre de 1851. 8vo. Poitiers, 

1850-1. 
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Presskted bt 

Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academj.l 

Concluding Part of Vol. IV. 8vo. Dublm, > The Acadbxt. 
1850. 3 

Journal of the British Archaeological Asso- ) ,- ^ Absociaiioh 
ciation. No. xxv. April, 1851. J 

Collectanea Antiqua. Bj C. Roach Smith, ) m . 
Esq. Vol. II., Parts 4 and 5. 8vo. 1851./ ' a^™o»- 

Sur les deniers de Mathieu Comte de Bou- 1 

logne, 1 159 k 1 1 73. Par M. Mamin. 8vo. > The Author. 
pp. 12, and 1 PJate. } 

Read. — 1. Two letters from W. Binley Dickinson, Esq., of Lea- 
mington, containing remarks on a penannular gold ring, found at 
Wormleighton, in Warwickshire. 




The ring was discovered in March 1851, by a labourer, who was 
ploughing to an extra depth for bean sowing. Its weight is 
10 dwts. 17} grs., and it appears to have been cast, and then 
chased with the circular rings, and not beaten out from a rod of 
solid metal. In discussing the possible use to which this ring may 
have been originally applied, Mr. Dickinson examined and succes- 
sively rejected the suggestions of its having been a link of a chain, 
a nose-jewel, or an ear-ring. He considered that a much more 
probable use would be that of a fibula, with an acus fixed by a loop 
of metal, and left movable by taming it upon the ring. But, as the 
inner circle of the ring is not at all worn, Mr. Dickinson does not 
think it could ever have been used for such a purpose as this ; and, 
on the whole, he comes to the conclusion, that it is a specimen of 
jewel currency kept for the purpose of exchange, and passed from 
person to person as a representative of property, as is still practised 
in the neighbourhood of Sierra Leone. 
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t 
2. A paper by Samuel Birch, Esq., on some new British coins 

recently acquired by the British Museum, and which possess inte- 
rest, as they add to a series of the Reguli of Britain which daily 
commands more attention. This paper, and also that by Mr. 
Dickinson, will appear in the Numismatic Chronicle. 

Mr. Pfister exhibited an inedited Italian bronze medallion of the 
fifteenth century, made in commemoration of Giovanni Gualberto, a 
Florentine nobleman, who was the founder of the Abbey of Vail* 
Ombrosa, in the year 1020, and who died in 1072, and was 
canonised by Pope Gregory VII. (Hildebrand) 1073 — 1085. 

The obverse of the medalUon represents the bearded and draped 
bust of Gualberto, with the nimbus, as a Benedictine monk of 
Vallombrosa. 

The legend is S. lOHN GVALBERTI INSTITVTOR ORDINIS 
VALLISVM[bro]SI. Under the bust, OBIT MLXXII. 

The reverse represents the far-famed convent, a large and hand- 
some, but formal, building in the midst of a dark pine forest ; above 
the building are seen two shields of arms ; and, on the base of the 
building, MXX. S. lOHS GVALBERTI FVNDAVIT M.[Monas- 
terium?] VALLISVMBROSiE. MXX. To the right, in the 
field of the medal, is seen the hermitage called the Faradisino, 
consisting of a few rooms and a chapel. The prospect which it 
commands is most extensive, comprising a distant view of Florence, 
the valley, and the sea ; whilst the fore-ground is composed of the 
grand scenery of the Apennines. 

John Evans, Esq., and Dr. Lee were appointed Auditors of the 
Accounts of the Society for the present Session. 
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ANNUAL MEETING. 

JuNB 26, 1851. 

Dr. Lee, in the Chair. 

The Report of the Council was read as follows:— 

On this the Fourteenth Anniversart of the Numismatic 
Society, the Council submit to the members the usual annual state- 
ment of its condition and proceedings. 

During the past year the number of members deceased has been 
four; namely John Brumell, Esq., William Blake, Esq., Thomas 
Moule, Esq., and William Warrington, Esq. 

Mr. Brumell, who for a long series of years was weU-known as 
a zealous numismatist^ was bom in the year 1771. He was 
educated in the profession of the law, and was an attorney at 
Newcastle-upon-TVpe, at first practising alone, and afterwards in 
partnership with Mr. Clayton, the town- clerk of that place. For 
many years before his death, however, he had retired fix)m his pro- 
fessional engagements, and resided in the vicinity of London. An 
accidental circumstance in his youth is believed to have first directed 
his attention to numismatic pursuits, which he continued to foUow 
throughout life with great diligence and judgment, until confined to 
his house by a lingering and painful disease, which terminated his 
existence on the 29th of July, 1850. In addition to a large and 
valuable collection of English and Roman coins, which he had 
accumulated during a long series of ye^s, he had become possessed 
of one of the most remarkable and interesting finds of Roman 
antiquities ever discovered in this country, comprising utensils 
and ornaments in silver and gold. These antiquities, which, together 
with his coins, were publicly sold by Messrs. Sotheby and Wilkinson 
shortly before Mr. Brumell's decease, were then acquired by the 
British Museum, and are described in a paper by Mr. Hawkins, 
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published in vol. viii. of the Archaological Journal, Manj of the 
rarer specimens in Mr. Bmmell's collection of Roman coins are 
engraved and described in Mr. Akerman's catalogue, published 
in 1834. 

Mr. Moule, whose decease took place only on the 14th instant, 
was the author of the works entitled '' Bibliotheca Heraldica/' and 
" The Heraldry of Fishes/' as well as of other works connected with 
heraldry, antiquities, and topography, in which subjects he was 
well versed. 

One associate, Mons. Eklward Laplane, of St. Omer, assistant 
Secretary of the Society of Antiquaries of the Morinie, has been 
elected during the session ; and two candidates for ordinary mem- 
bership are now standing for ballot. 

The numerical state of the Society is shewn in the following 
statement ; — 



Original. Elected. Honorary. AModates. Total. 

June. 1850 ^ ^^ " I 47 149 

Since elected — — — 1 1 



Members ) 

I- J 



42 


59 


1 


48 


150 


Deceased 1 


3 


— 




4 


Resigned or struck out 2 


2 


— 


— 


4 



39 54 1 48 142 

The Treasurer's annual Statement of the Accomits of the Society 
is annexed, shewing a balance of £75 14^. Vd, in hand, after dis- 
charging all demands up to Midsummer. It will be remarked, that 
the payments for the Numismatic Chronicle include the number 
which was due at the last audit, in addition to the four numbers 
properly belonging to the year just expired. 
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The papers read before the Society daring its session are enume* 
rated in the following list. Many of them have been published in 
full in the Numismatic Chronicle ; and of the rest, abstracts will be 
found in the proceedings of the Society. 

1. On a hoard of English silver coins found near Bampton in 
Oxfordshire. By Mr. Hawkins, the President. 

2. On a foreign Sterling coined in imitation of the English pennies 
of Henry HI. By Mons. Chalon, President of the Numismatic 
Society of Belgium. 

3. An account of a Chinese work on the coins of that empire, 
which is in the Library of the Society. By Mr. Williams. 

4. On the attribution to Edward HI. and Edward V. of certain 
coins formerly assigned to Edward I. and to Edward IV. By Mr. 
SainthiU. 

5. On the attribution of certain coins of the time of Stephen to 
the Empress Maude. By Mr. Evans. 

6. On the successful opposition raised by Dean Swift to the intro- 
duction into Ireland of the copper money coined under Wood's 
patent. By Mr. Fairholt. 

7. On some examples of ancient British coins proposed to be 
assigned to certain Reguli in Britain. By Mr. Birch. 

8. On three recently discovered British Coins. By Mr. Roach 
Smith. 

r 

9. On a discovery of Syrian tetradrachms in 1848 near the site of 
j the ancient city of Tarsus in Cilicia. By Mr. Maximilian Borrell. 

10. On three remarkable English coins. By Mr. Webster. 

11. On a gold penannular ring found at Wormleighton in 
Warwickshire. By Mr. Binley Dickinson. 

{ 12. On a remarkable Swiss medal struck at Lucerne. By Mr. 

I Moule. 

I 13. On a gold coin struck at Rhodes by James de Milly, Grand 

' Master of the order of St. John of Jerusalem, from 1454 to 1461 : — 

' 14. On a silver medallion of the Emperor Charles V. : — 15. On a 

( medallion of Antonia Maria Biscioni, Canon of St. Lorenzo, and 

keeper of the Laurentian Library at Florence : — 16. On an inedited 
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Italian bronze medallion of the fifteenth century, struck in comme^ 
moration of Giovanni Gualberto, a Florentine nobleman, founder of 
the Abbey of Valombrosa in 1020. By Mr Pfister. 

17. On the iron money of £1 Obeyed, the capital of Cordofan. 
By Mr. A. T. Hoboyd. 

18. On a numismatic sermon preached in 1694 by Dr. Fleetwood, 
author of the " Chronicon Preciosura." By Mr. Bergne. 

The following presents have been received by the Society from its 
members and friends : — 
The Royal Academy of Stockholm, Mr. Tomberg's work on Cufic 

Coins found in Sweden. 
The Society of Antiquaries of 

Picardy, Their Publications. 

The Society of Antiquaries of 

the Morinie, Ditto. 

The Society of Antiquaries of the 

West, Ditto. 

The Royal Irish Academy, Ditto. 

The British Archaeological Asso- 
ciation, Ditto. 
The Architectural, Archaeological, 

and Historic Society of Chester, Ditto. 
The Ceylon Branch of the Royal 

Asiatic Society, Ditto. 

M. Ranch, Transactions of the Numismatic Society of 

Berlin. 
Ditto, A Tract on certain inedited Greek and 

Roman Coins. 
Dr. Grotefend, Tracts on the Nimroud Obelisk, and on the 

builders of the Palaces of Khorsabad and 
Kuyui\jik. 
M. Reichel, Part 3 of the Catalogue of his Collection of 

Coins. 
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M. Lelewel, 

Dr. RigoUot, 

M. Hermand, 

M. Werlhof, 
M. Albrecht, 



M. Cappe, 

Dp. Kofane, 

M. Marmin, 

Mr. C. Roach Smith, 

Mr. Williams, 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Mr. Moule, 



Mr. Walter Hawkins, 



Mr. Haggard, 



Mr. Wild, 



His work on the Geography of the Middle 

Ages. 
His Tract on the Coins of the Counts of St. 

Pol. 
His Tract in reply to certain observations 

by M. Duchalais. 
His Handbook of Greek Numismatology. 
His Numismatic History of the House of 

Hohenlohe from the 13th to the 19th 

Century. 
Hid Work on the Coins of the German 

Emperors and Kings of the Middle Ages. 
His Work on the Western Coins of the 10th, 

11th, and 12th Centuries, found in Russia. 
His Tract on the Coins of Matthew Count 

of Boulogne, from 1169 to 1173. 
Continuation of his work, entitled ' Collec- 
tanea Antiqua.' 
Harduin's work on the Chronology of the 

Constantine age, as decided from coins. 
John Selden's work on coins, and Bibliotheca 

Nummaria. 
A work by Edward Brerewood on the weight 

and value of ancient coins. 
Wilde's Selecta Numismata Antiqua. 
The Cabinet of the Library of St. Genevieve. 
A work printed at Lyons in 1569 on the 

ancient Religion of the Romans, and on 

their military discipline. 
Oiselius' Thesaurus Selectorum Numismaturo 

Antiquorum. 
A large collection of foreign sale catalogues 

of collections of coins and medals. 
His tract containing a proposal for a scien- 
tific exploration of Egypt and Ethiopia. 
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The Report was received, and ordered to be printed. 

The President, at the desire of the Council, proposed to the 
meeting to proceed to ballot for the election of two members whose 
certificates had been suspended the requisite time, and who could 
not otherwise be ballotted for until the reassembling of the Society 
in November next. This proposition having been unanimously 
agreed to, M. Carnegie de Balinhard, of Boulogne sur Mer, and 
Mr. Chaffers, F. S. A., of Watling-street, were ballotted for, and 
duly elected members of the Society. 

The thanks of the Society were voted to the President and other 
ofELcers for the past year, as well as to the Auditors of the Trea- 
surer's accounts. 

The meeting having appointed Mr. Wilkinson and Mr. Bohn 
Scrutators, then proceeded to ballot for officers for the ensuing 
year ; and the ballot-box having been closed and delivered to the 
Scrutators, they reported that the election had fallen upon the 
following gentlemen : — 

Prestdent. 
The Lord Londesborouoh, K.C.H., F.R^S., F.S.A. 

Vice Presidents. 

William Debonaire Haggard, Esq., F.S.A., F.R.A.S. 
Edward Hawkins, Esq., F.R.S., F.S.A., F.L.S. 

Treasurer. 
John Brodribb Bergne, Esq., F.S.A. 

Secretaries. 

James Cove Jones, Esq., F.S.A. 
Charles Roach Smith, Esq., F.S.A. 

Foreign Secretary. 
John Yonoe Akerman, Esq., F.S.A. 
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Librarian. 
John Williams, Esq. 

Membera of the Council. 

Jau%b Dodslbt Cufp, Esq., F.S.A. 
Rbv. Thomas Frbdxbick Dtmock, M.A. 
John Evans, Esq. 
F. W. Fairholt, Esq.. F.S.A. 
John Lbb, Esq., LL.D., F.R.S., F.S.A., F.R.A.S. 
W. D. Saull, Esq., F.S.A. 
Edmund Oldfibld, Esq.^M.A. 
Jonathan Rashlbigh, Esq. 
Charlbs Stokbs, Esq. 
Hbnrt Laycock ToYEr, Esq. 
W. S. W. Vaux. Esq., M.A., F.S.A. 

HoRACB H.Wilson, Esq., F.R.S., F.R.A.S., Boden Professor of 
Sanscrit, Oxford. 



The Society then ac^ourned to Thursday the 27th of November. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE NUMISMATIC 

SOCIETY. 



SESSION 1851—52. 



NOVBMBSR 27, 1851. 
The Lord Londbsborough, President, in the Chair. 

The following Presents, received during the recess, were an- 
nounced and laid upon the table: — 



Presented bt 



Denkschrifken der kaiserlichen Akademie der ^ 
Wissenschaften — Philosophisch-historische 
Classe— -Erster Band (Memoirs of the Im- 
perial Academy of Sciences — Philosophical 
and historical division. First volume). 
2 parts pp. 453, and 6 plates, and pp. 186, 
and 6 plates, forming Vol, I. ; Part I. of 
Vol. II. pp. 314, with 16 pp. of supplement, 
and 6 plates. Folio. Vienna, 1850. 

Sitzungsberichte der kaiserlichen Akademie 
der Wissenschaften — Philosophisch-histo- 
rische Classe (Reports of the Meetings of 
the Imperial Academy of Sciences, etc), 
2 vols, for 1850. 8vo., pp. 346 and 870, 
and 2 plates. 

Archiv fiir Kunde osterreichischer Geschichts- 
Quellen (Documents illustrating the sources 
of Austrian History). 3 Parts, forming 
Vol. I. 8vo., pp. 654., Vienna, 1850; and 
Part I. of Vol. II., 8vo. 

Pontes Rerum Austriacarum. Diplomatica et 
Acta. Liber ^ndationum Monasterii Zwet- 
lensis. 8vo., pp. 736. Vienna 1851. 

B 



* Tub Academy. 



Ditto, 



Ditto. 



Ditto. 
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Presented bt 

Royal Academy- of 
History at Madrid. 



The Author. 



Ditto. 



Ditto. 



Memorial Historico-Espanol. Part I. Svo., 
pp.88. Madrid, 1851. 

Souvenirs de Kertch, et Chronologie da Boy- 
aume de Bosphore. Par J. Sabatier. 4to.. 
pp. 128, 8 plates and index pp. 11. St. 
Petersburg, 1849. 

Production de Tor, de Targent, et du cuivre, 
chez les anciens, et U6tels mon^tures des 
Empires Bomain et Byzantin. Par J. et L. 
Sabatier. 8vo., pp. 174, St. Petersburg, 
1850. 

Brief an Herm A. von Bauch uber einige 
unedirte Griecbische Mlinzen (Letter to 
M. A. von Baucb, on certain inedited Greek 
coins). By B. von Kobne. 8vo., pp. 23, 
and 1 plate, St. Petersburg, 1850. 

Trois M^dailles relatives k Tbistoire des Pays ^ 
Bas. Supplement k Van Loon« Par Re- ( 
nier Cbalon. 8vo., pp. 13, and 1 plate. [ "^^ 
Brussels, 1851. j 

Une Medaille de Cbarles de Croy. Par Renier ) 
Cbalon, 8vo., pp. 7, Brussels, 1851. J ^"^''• 

Quelques monnaies seigneurales. Lippe, 
Hoben-Limbourg, Randerode, Homes, St. 
Herenberg, etc. Par Renier Cbalon. 8vo., 
pp. 16, and 1 plate. Brussels, 1851. 

Le dernier Pr^tendant de Looz. Monnaie de 1 

Bree. Par Renier Cbalon. 8vo., pp. 5, | Ditto. 
and 1 plate. J 

Numismatique Boulonnaise. Sur les deniers ] 
de Matbieu Comte de Boulogne. Par C. V Ditto. 
Marmin. 8vo.,pp.l2, and 1 plate. ] 

Hommes et Cboses. Alpbabet des Passions ^ 

et des Sensations. Par M. Boucber de > Ditto. 
Pertbes. 12mo., pp. 520. Paris, 1851. ) 

Proceedings of the Royal Irisb Academy. Vol. 

IV. Part II. and Supplement. 8vo., Vol. \ The Academy. 
v.. Part I. 



Ditto. 
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Prksehted by 
Catalogue of Roman Silver Coins in the library ] 
of TVinity College, Dublin. 8vo., pp. 96. V 
Dublin, 1839. j 

Catalogue of the Bank of England Library ] 

and Literary Association, instituted March > W. D. Hagoabd, Esq. 
1st, 1850. 8vo., pp. 68. ) 

A Chemical examination of the Metals and ] 

Alloys known to the Ancients. By J. Ar- > Tbe Author. 
thur Phillips. 8vo., pp. 48. ) 

William Brice, Esq. (elected January 24, 1850), and William 
Chaffers, Esq., F.S.A. (elected June 26, 1851), were duly admitted 
members of the Society. 

Mr. C. Roach Smith exhibited the British coin in brass, of which 
a cast was produced at the meeting of the 27th of February, 1851, 
and which is described at p. 15 of the Proceedings of the Society 
for 1850—51. 



Read. — 1. A paper by the Treasurer, on a coin in third brass of 
the Emperor Carausius, in the collection of Mr. C. Roach Smith, 
and pubHshed by him in his " Collectanea Antiqua," Vol. II. p. 153, 
from which work the engraving of this coin in the Numismatic 
Chronicle, Vol. XIII. p. 150, was supplied. 

0^.— IMP. CARAVSIVS P. F. AVG. The bare head of Ca- 
rausius fuU-faced. 

Bev, — SALVS AVG. Hygeia feeding from a patera a serpent 
which rises from the base of an altar. In the exergue the 
letter C, probably for Clausentum. 

The type of the obverse is unique, both as to the head being bare, 
and the portrait full-faced. It was discovered at Wroxeter, on the 
site of the Roman town Urioconium or Viroconium, and was pre- 
sented to Mr. C. Roach Smith by the Rev. E. Egremont. 
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2. A letter firom Mr. Akerman to Lord Londesborough, as fol- 
lows :— 



" Somerset House, 25th Nov., 1851. 
Mt Lord, 



« 



" In the summer of the present year, a gentleman 
resident at Cologne called on me, and shewed me several curioos 
and rare coins of the Roman series, — among which was a Pescennios 
Niger in gold. J^.— CONCORDIA P. P. Concord standmg. He 
stated that this piece was obtained by a Missionary at Antioch, and 
shortly afterwards came into his possession. I examined this coin 
very carefuUy, and have no doubt of its authenticity ; and I regret 
that I was not permitted to take an impression of it. The fiibric 
was rude, and differed from that of the Roman mintage of this 
period ; nor did it resemble that of the rude coins of the other 
candidate for the empire, Clodius Albinus, with the title of Augustus. 
The possessor promised me drawings of this and other curious 
examples in his cabinet, and I hope ere long to exhibit them to the 
Numismatic Society. 

" The same gentleman also shewed me eight sceattas, in very 
perfect preservation, of the types of Ruding's first plates, Nos. 4 to 
14 inclusive, which he was informed had been found at Mayence by 
workmen employed in the repairs of the fortifications of that city« 
The post of this day, however, brings me a letter fix>m the possessor, 
whom I had entreated to make particular enquiry in order to verify 
the exact spot where these coins were found, and who now informs 
me that he had since learnt that they were dug up in fkust Fries- 
land, and that the whole number amounted to one hundred and 
fifty specimens. It is said, too, that there were more than forty 
varieties; but in what these varieties consisted, whether they were 
material variations from the numbers engraved by Ruding, or whe- 
ther their difference consisted merely of modifications of the same 
barbarous types, could not be ascertained. 

" The Numismatist must deeply regret that the particulars of 
this find are probably for ever lost to us ; but whatever doubt may 
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be entertained aa to the actual loau in guo, we may mMf conclode 
that a parcel of coins, of a type hitherto placed amonget the earliest 
specimens of the currency of our Anglo-Saxon fore&thera, has 
been fovind at a considerable distance firom England, nnder drcnm- 
atances which justify our entertaining a doubt as to their supposed 
oii^ and ihe country of tlieir mintage. 

" 1 have the honour to remain, 
•■ My Lord, 
" Your Lordship's faitbfhl servant, 

" J. Y. AKERMAN. 
" To the Lord Londesborough, 

" Preudent of the Numismatic Society." 

3. A paper by the Treasurer, descriptive of three unpublished 
coins: — 



1 . A penny of Cuthred, kmg of Kent. 

{%D. Kl^VDRED REX, without bust; a cross pat4 with a 

pellet in the centre; in each angle a email wedge or 

triangle. 
See. h EABA. A tribrach witii a small circle in the centre, 

incloung a veiy small tribrach composed of three wedges; 

a umilar wedge also in each arm of the latter tribrach. 

The cola in many respects resembles that engraved in Ruding, 
Plate III. No. 3, and especially the fragm«it. No. 54, in Hawkjss. 

2. A penny of Baldred, or Beldred, king of Kent, the successor 
of Cuthred, and the last of the sovereigns of that division of the 
heptarchy. 



Oto.— BALDPED PEX CN. Bust to the right, veiy like 

Hawkins, No. 58. 
fiev.— DVNVN MO>ETA. A cross raohne in the centre. 
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Hie pecnliaritieB of tLe R being rather like an F, and also tliat of 
the back of the hair, or the ear, being indicated by a Mercnan CD, 
which are found in the obverse of the ctaa No. 58, in Hawkins, 
occnr alflo on this specimen. The A in the Idng'e name ia inverted. 
The mode of abbreviating the word Condi' differs from that on any 
other coin of Kent ; and the fi>rm of the C ia very pecuUar. The 
coin was found near Gnildford, and has unfortmiately met with 
rough usage. 

3. A peony of William the Conqueror. 



Ihe reverse of this e<un is of the type No. 233 of Hawkins, 
and the obverse also resembles that type in general style ; but the 
head is turned in the opposite direction, and is larger, filling up 
more completely the field of the coin. 

4. A letter from Mr. Evans, in which, refbrring to a commnnica- 
tion from Mr. Rashleigh (Numismatic Chronicle, VoLXII.p.l65), 
descriptive of a coin resembling the pennies of Stephen, but reading 
PERERIE, and supposed to have been struck by an Earl of War- 
wick ; and to another specimen exhibited by Mr. Webster, on the 
28th of November, 1850 (see Proceedings for 1850—51. p. 5), he 
mentions a third varie^ which be had discovered in the Musenm 
Collection, and which had hitherto been considered as a coin of 
Stephen. 

5. A paper by Mr. WUliams, giving an account of a second work 
on Chinese coins, in the library of the Society, entitled a " List or 
Catalogue of Imperial Authorised Money." There is a prefitce, 
followed by Some introductory remarks, in which we are informed 
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that the work is in sixteen sections, and was presented to Keen 
Lung in his fifteenth year, a date answering to a. d. 1751. It ap- 
pears, however, to have gone through more ihan one edition, as, 
further on, there occurs an allusion to the fifty-second year and 
second month of the same Emperor ; and this is probably the date 
of the copy in question, namely, 1788. The author or compiler 
seems to have been a person in the employment of the crown, and 
to have been assisted by other persons, whose names are mentioned, 
and who were also servants of the government. The introduction 
is followed by a copious index, or table of contents, in which the 
particulars of each of the sixteen sections are enumerated. 

The first section professes to describe the money of Fuh-Hi, and 
the succeeding emperors who reigned, according to Chinese chrono- 
logy, from B.C. 3289 to b.c. 2218. The second section, passing 
over an interval of 1,800 years, opens abruptly with the coins of 
King- Wang, the twenty-fifth emperor of the Chow dynasty, who 
reigned about b.c. 500. The sections three to thirteen, in like 
manner, continue the series down to a date answering to the year 
1 644 of the Christian era. The fourteenth section is devoted to 
foreign money, and describes coins of some of the states ac^acent 
to China, such as Japan, Corea, etc. The last two sections describe 
extraordinary money, which may be considered to correspond with 
our medals, and are exceedingly varied in type and figure. 

While Mr. Williams rejects the claims of the writer of the work 
for the incredible antiquity assigned to the coins described in the 
first section, he is of opinion that many of them may justly be 
referred to periods of very high antiquity. The authentic records 
of China go back to very remote ages ; and after the accession of 
the Hea dynasty, b.c 2218, there is nothing in the annals them- 
selves which would materially affect their veracity. The average 
duration of the reigns of the emperors is about twenty-four years, 
a period which is about the same as the average of the reigns of 
modem European sovereigns, and which affords proof that the 
average duration of human life is much the same now as it was 
3,000 years ago. Mr. Williams expresses his opinion that Chinese 
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hiBtoiy may, in a great measure, be depended npon for a period com- 
mencing B.C. 2218; and as the various revolutions which have so 
materially affected the permanency of other nations, however power- 
ful in their time, have never had any great e£Pect upon the Chinese 
empire, its annals fcvm one of the most curious and authentic 
histories in existence ; and the consistent account given in them of 
the uninterrupted succession of dynasties, emperors, and events, for 
a period of upwards of 4,000 years, is absolutely without parallel 
in the history of any other nation upon earth. Mr. 'Williams' paper is 
published in ftdl in Vol. XIV. of the Numismatic Chronicle, p. 155. 

6. Mr. Pfister exhibited a fine and very rare coin {Lira) of Cosmo I. 
de Medici, Grand Duke of Tuscany, 1537 — 1574, executed by 
Benvenuto Cellini. 

Obv, — ^Ilie youthful, handsome, and unbearded bust of Cosmo,, 
represented at the age of twenty, he having been bom in 
1519. The coin was struck in 1539. He is still repre- 
sented only as Duke of the Florentine Republic. COSM VS 
MED. R. P. FLOREN. DVX. II. [Oosmus Mediceus, Rei- 
publicse Florentise Dux secundus]. 

Rev, — A representation of the general judgment. Our Saviour 
seated upon clouds in the act of giving judgment ; on each 
side is an angel sounding the trumpet, and in the clouds 
appear also heads of cherubims. The legend is IN 
VIRTVTE TV2C IVDICS ME. 

In Orsini's Storia delle Monete delta Casa di Medici, the following 
observation is made, namely, that in the book of the Florentine 
merchants under the letter A, is mentioned a deliberation which 
took place on the 26th of August, 1536, giving an order for striking 
this coin, of the value of 20 solidi, and to be of the standard of 11 
ounces 12 denari of fine silver to the pound, with the usual alloy ; 
and that the die for this coin was executed by Benvenuto Cellini.* 



* " Qaesta Moneta fu fatta del precitato Benyenuto Cellini." Orsini, p. 19, 
Plate IV., No. XIX. 
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Dbcbmbbr 18, 1851. 
Edward Hawkins, Esq., Vice-President, in the Chair. 

The following Presents were announced and laid upon the table:- 

Pbessmted bt 



^des Hartwellianse, or Notices of the Manor 
and Mansion of HartweU. By Capt. W. 
H.Smyth, R.N. 4to., pp. 414, with 13 
plates and many woodcuts. London. 1851 
(not published). 

Collectanea Antiqua. Part VII. of Vol. II. \ 
By C. Roach Smith, Esq. 8vo. [ 



Thk Author and 
Dr. Lkk. 



The Author. 



Fbbruabt 26, 1852. 

The Lord Londbsborough, President, in the Chair. 
The following Presents were announced, and laid upon the table: 



Soci^t^ Royale des Antiquaires du Nord. 
Rapport des Stances annuelles de 1848-51. 
8vo. pp. 16. 

SLeport addressed by the Royal Society of] 
Northern Antiquaries to its British and ( 
American members. 8yo., pp. 188, and 6 | 
plates. Copenhagen, 1 836. ) 

Antiquarisk Tldsskrifb udgivet af det Kongelige 
Nordiske Oldskrifb Selskab. (Antiquarian 
Periodical, published by the Royal Northern 
Paleeographical Socie^.) 1846-48. 8vo., 
pp. 308, 1 plate and 3 maps. Copenhagen, 
1849. 

M^moires de la Soci6t6 Arch^ologique de 
rOrldannois. Tome premier. Royal 8vo., 
pp. 377, with plates and maps. Orleans 
and Paris, 1851. 

Bulletin de la Soci^t^ Arch^ologique de 
FOrl^annois. 8vo., pp. 65 to 135. Orleans, 
1850-51. 



Presented by 



The Societt. 



Drrro. 



Ditto. 



Ditto. 



Dnro. 
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Pbbsentbd bt 
Aper9U de rancienne G^ographie des R^^ons j 
antiques de TAm^rique, selon les rapports r 
contenus dans les Sagas da Nord. Par Vthb Author. 
Charles Christian Rain. 8vo., pp. 11, and I 
maps. Copenhagen, 1847. J 

Coutumes locales du Baillage d' Amiens r6- 
digues en 1507. Publi6es d'apr^s les ma- 
nuscrits originaux. Par M. A. Boutbors. ^ The Authob. 
Tome II. 7me s6rie. 4to., pp. 580. Amiens, 
1851. 

Recherches sur les Monnaies des Comtes de 

Hainaut. Par Renier Chalon. Supplements. \ Ditto. 
4to., pp. 68, and 3 plates. Brussels, 1852. 

Guide to Northern Archaeology, by the Royal 
Society of Northern Antiquaries of Co- 
penhagen. Edited for the use of English ^Thk Editor. 
readers by the Earl of EUesmere. 8vo., 
pp. 128. London, 1848. 

Reliquise Antiquse Eboracenses. By William 1 

Bowman. Part I. 4to., pp. 16, 3 plates and I- The Author. 
wood-cut«. Leeds, 1851. J 

Thomas Faulkner, Esq., of Oak Villa, Birkenhead, was ballotted 
for, and elected into the Society. 

Mons. J. Sabatier, Member of the Imperial Archaeological Society 
of St. Petersburg, was ballotted for, and elected an Associate of the 
Society. 

Read. — 1. A letter from Mr. Akerman to the President, accom- 
panying the exhibition of a gold medal, struck in the year 1628 to 
commemorate the raising of the siege of Stralsund. It is the pro- 
perty of the Hon. W. Leslie Melville, to whose ancestor. Sir Alex- 
ander Leslie, afterwards first Earl of Leven, it was presented by 
Gustavus Adolphus. A full description of this medal, which, if not 
unique, is of the first rarity, is inserted in the Numismatic Chronicle, 
Vol. XV. p. 58. 

2. A paper by Seth W. Stevenson, Esq., of Norwich, on the in- 
cription CONOB or COMOB, frequently found on Roman gold coins 
of the lower empire ; but occasionally on those of silver, and some- 
times even on those of copper. Mr. Stevenson reviews the different 
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theories as to the signification of these letters, which have been 
adopted by numismatic writers, from Cedrenus, a Greek author, 
who absurdly interprets them as standing for Civitates Omnes NosiroB 
Ohediant Beneratione, down to the learned and judicious Eckhel. 
Some are in favor of the reading CON-stanttnopolitanum OB-ryzum ; 
others read CON^atantinopoli OB-aignatum, or CON-stantinopoli 
Mbneta OB-signata, or CON-stanttnopoli Offictna B ; i. e. secunda. 
Other interpretations have been suggested with less probabihty. 
Vaillant's opinion is, that the proper reading is CON-flatum OB-ry- 
zum^ or CON-Jlata Moneta OB-ryza, in allusion to the purity of the 
metal. Eckhel, after recapitulating and discussing many of these 
conjectures, states that he feels as httle certainty respecting the real 
meaning of the letters, as he does satisfaction with the various 
theories of the learned ; but he thinks that on the whole the inter- 
pretation given by Vaillant, offers the fewest difficulties ; the most 
embarrassing objection to it, namely, that instances occur where the 
letters in question are found on brass coins, being in some measure 
obviated by the similarity of the type of such coins to the type of 
the gold, and the probabihty that both may have been struck from 
the same dies. 

3. A paper by Mr. Williams, on some Chinese coins and medals 
belonging to Mr. H. S. Bohn. These coins are twenty-three in 
number, and consist of seventeen of the ordinary currency of the 
Chinese Empire, and six larger specimens, which may be considered 
as answering to our medals. They are of the usual mixed metal, 
much resembling brass, and are for the most part in very good 
preservation. 

On the authority of works in the hbrary of the Society, descriptive 
of the coinage of China, which have been the subject of former 
papers by Mr. Williams, he attributes the coins to two dynasties ; 
that of the Sung, which ascended the throne of China about a.d. 
962, and lasted about 320 years, being overturned by Jenghis 
Khan, who estabhshed the succeeding dynasty, the Yuen, about 
A.D. 1281 ; and that of the Tsing, the present reigning dynasty, 
which succeeded the Ming in 1644. 
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The corns, then, are of the following Emperors: — 

Shm-Sung. — Sixth emperor of the Sung dynasty, who ascended 

the throne about 1068, and reigned about 
eighteen years« Six coins of two different 
types .6 

Che-Sung. — Son and successor of Shin-Sung, a.d. 1086-1 1 01 1 

Wei- Sung. — Brother and successor of the preceding, a.d. 1101 

— 1126. Three coins of different types . 3 

Heaou-Sung, a grandson of Wei-Sung, a.d. 1164 — 1191 1 

None of the above have any inscription on the reverse. 
The remaining coins are of the reigning dynasty. 

A.D. A.D. 

Chun-Che . . 1644—1661. 

Kang-He . . 1661—1722. 

Yung-Ching . 1722—1736. 

Keen-Lung . . 1736—1795. 

Kea-Kmg . . 1795—1821. 

Taou-Kwang . 1821—1850. 
These have all an inscription in Tartar characters on the reverse, 
implying either the value of the coin, or the place where it was 
struck; and they form the ordinary currency of China at the present 
day. 

The remaining pieces are of various kinds and sizes, but all of 
them larger than the preceding class. The legends and purpose 
of them are very obscure ; but some appear to have been intended 
for badges or talismans, and one seems to have been struck as a 
medal to be presented to persons who had attained a certain of&cial 
rank. 

4. A letter from Richard Sainthill, Esq., of Cork, addressed to 
the Treasurer. 

" My dear Sir, " Cork, 28rdf Dec., 1851. 

" Should you think this communication interesting to 
the Numismatic Society, you will please to lay it, and the coins, 
before them. 
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" The late W. Williams. Esq., of the 54th Regt., very obligmgly 
presented me with about sixty coins, usually termed small Roman 
brass, though these are struck in copper, accompanied with the fol- 
lowing note of information as to their very singu&r discovery. 

" ' These small Roman coins were found in a copper mine, near 
Ferrenworth in Cornwall, which mine is situated in the centre of a 
small creek in the Falmouth harbour. When the tide was out, they 
succeeded in forming a small island ; afterwards they bored down 
through it. At thirty fathoms below the bed of the river the coins 
were foimd — about two or three handMs. I obtained them firom a 
very respectable person, whose relation was present, and helped 
himself to a handM. I have made every enquiry as to the others, 
but was unable to leam anything of them. 

*' ' At thirty-six fathoms, a piece of an elk's horn, and of its skull, 
similar to those found in this country (Ireland), were also found, 
which I have in my possession at home, in Cornwall. — ^Fermoy, 1st 
Jan., 1846.' 

" These coins are extremely small ; some of them are only five 
sixteenths of an inch in diameter, weighing four grains, and few are 
double that size. They appear to me to have been struck in com- 
paratively large dies, and, consequently, have received the impression 
of only a small part of obverse or reverse ; so that scarcely any 
inscription, or the subject, on either side the coins, can be made 
out. Of those that can be appropriated, all belong to the Emperor 
Tetricus, a.d. 267, except one of his son, P. Fivesus Tetricus, a.d. 
276. Their workmanship is extremely rude, more particularly the 
reverses. I should imagine that they were coined in England, and 
were intended for, and had, local circulation in our island. 

" Yours truly, 

'* RICHARD SAINTHILL. 

" To J. B. Bergne, Esq., London." 

On an inspection of the coins, the prevailing- opinion was, that 
they were not the productions of genuine Roman dies, but were 
imitations of Roman coins, and struck by the Britons after the 
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departure of the RomanB from that part of the island in which they 
were found. A land-slip may possibly have been the cause of their 
being buried at so great a depth. 

With reference to the paper which had been read on Mr. Bohn's 
Chinese coins, Mr. Jones read the following extract from the "Times" 
newspaper of the 1 9th instant, as showing that the Chinese mode of 
adapting coins for stringing, had been adopted in California: — 

"Nothing later had been received from California. A writer 
" from Washington describes in one of the papers, a new form of 
" coinage for gold dollars and half-dollars, by which the objection 
"on account of smallness is sought to be obviated. He says, I 
" have seen the new gold pieces sent from the Philadelphia Mint to 
" the Honourable George S. Houstoun, chairman of the committee of 
" ways and means. The coins consist of a flat ring, on which there 
" is a superscription, but no head, as the place for putting the head 
"is cut out. The only objection to this kind of coin is the 
" detrition to which, it seems to me, it must be very liable. On the 
" other hand, the coin may be carried on a string, a most convenient 
" and safe way of canying money. Half-dollar gold pieces, not yet 
" called for by any law, have been sent down, and look very pretty. 
" These half-dollar gold pieces would be more convenient still than 
" the dollar pieces, and may be carried in the same way." 



March 25, 1852. 
Edward Hawkins, Esq., Vice-President, in the Chair. 



The following presents were announced, and laid upon the table:- 

Presented bt 
Archiv fiir Kunde bsterreichischen Geschichts ] 

or YXBNMA. 



QueUen. (Documents illustrating the Sources [ Imperial Academy 
of Austrian History). 2 Parts for 1 85 1 . 8vo. ) 



Notizenblatt. Beilage zum Archiv, etc. 

(Proceedings, Supplement to Documents, ^ Ditto. 
etc., as above). Nos. 1 to 18. 8vo., 1851, 



i 



Prksxntxd bt 



Thb Academy. 



Ditto. 



► Ditto. 
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Denkschiiften der kaiserlichen Akademie der 
Wissenschaften (Memoirs of the Imperial 
Academy of Sciences). Concluding part of 
Vol. II. 

Sitznngsberichte der kaiserlichen Akademie 
der Wissenschaften (Reports of the Meet- 
ings of the Imperial Academy of Sciences). 
Vol. VI.. 8vo., pp. 549. Vol. VII., Part I., 
8vo., 1851. And a Vol. containing 20 plates, 
oblong folio. 

Die Alterthiimer vom Hallstatter Salzberg' 
und dessen Umgebmig, als Beilage zu den 
Sitzungsberichten der kaiserhchen Akademie 
der Wissenschaften, Band IV. 1850. (The 
Antiquities of the Salt Hill of Hallstadt and 
its Neighbourhood, as a Supplement to 
Vol. IV. of the Reports of the Meetmgs of 
the Imperial Academy of Sciences.) By 
Friedrich Simony. Oblong folio, pp. 11, 
and 7 coloured plates. 

Pontes Rerum Austriacamm. Diplomatica et ^ 
Acta. liber fundationis ficclesise CoUegiatse f 
Clautroneoburgensis. 8vo., pp. 341,] and a( "'°* 
plate. ' • ) 

Coins, Weights, and Measures, Ancient and v 
Modem, of all Nations, reduced into Eng- / 
lish in above 100 Tables; collected and > Mb. Wills. 
methodized firom Newton, Folkes, Arbuthnot, I 
Fleetwood, etc. By J. MiUan. l2mo. 1747. -^ 

Description des Monnaies Espagnoles, et des 
Monnaies ^trang^res qui ont eu cours en 
Espagne depuis les temps les plus r^cul^s 
jusqu' k nos jours, composant le Cabinet 
mon^taire de Don Jos^ Garcia de la Torre 
(Sale Catalogue of the Collection). Par 
Joseph GaiUard. 8vo., pp. 516, and 22 
plates. Madrid, 1852. 

Three Steel Dies, supposed to have been re- ' 
cently engraved for a person of the name of 
Emeiy, for the purpose of striking forgeries 
of the Irish testoon of Mary of England, 
the Scottish testoon of Mary Queen of 
Scots, and the thirty shilling piece of Mary 
and Henry of Scotland. 
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> Ma. Gailla&d. 



* Lord Londxsborough. 
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On the proposition of the Council, John Yonge Akerman, £^., 
and COuurles Roach Smith, E^q., were elected Honorary Members 
of the Society, in testimony of the sense entertained of the zealous 
and able services rendered by them to the Society since its establish- 
ment, and to the study of Antiquities at large. 

Mr. Hawkins produced and read, a copy of a Warrant under the 
sign manual of Charles I, dated Oxford, June 1, 1643, addressed to 
Rawlins the engraver, directing him to prepare for Sir Robert 
Welch a gold medal, bearing on one side the portraits of the king 
and his son. Prince Charles ; and on the other, the form of the 
royal banner used at the battle of Eklge-Hill. To the warrant was 
annexed a tracing of the medal, which is engraved in the Numis- 
matic Chronicle, Vol. XV., p. 80. Mr. Hawkins also read a copy 
of an order from the Duke of Norfolk, Elarl Marshal, dated August 
14, 1685, for placing the said medal or badge, together with the 
documents relating to it, on record in the Office of Arms. 

Bead, a paper by Mr. C. Roach Smith, containing a list of some 
Roman coins of the Lower Empire, with reverses either entirely 
inedited, or Uttle known in this country. The list comprised coins 
of Gallienus, Tetricus sen. and jun., Claudius Gothicus, Aurelian, 
and Maximianus, in third brass ; of Diocletian, m second brass ; of 
Valentinian, in gold ; and medallions, of Probus, in brass ; of Con- 
stantine, in silver ; and Constantius, in gold. The two last are in 
the public Collection at Treves. 

Mr. Smith also read a few remarks on some sceattse of rare types 
in the collection of Mr. Wigan. , 

Read, a Memoir by Mr. Pfister, of Johann Crocker, better known 
as John Croker, chief engraver and medallist of the Mint during the 
reigns of Anne, George I., and George II. He was a native of 
Saxony, and was bom at Dresden on the 21st of October, 1670. 
His ^Either, who was a distinguished wood-carver, and cabinet- 
maker to the Electoral Court of Saxony, died while he was very 
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young. When he arrived at a suitable age, he was apprenticed to 
his godfather, an eminent goldsmith and jeweller at Dresden. 
During his apprenticeship, he devoted his leisure hours to die- sinking 
and medal-engraving, and for that purpose assiduously studied the 
arts of drawing and modelling. He afterwards commenced tra* 
veiling in the exercise of his profession, visited most of the great 
towns of Germany, and then went to Holland, and ultimately to 
England, where he arrived in the year 1691. He here commenced 
his career as a jeweller, but still continued the practice of medal- 
engraving, and at length adopted it as his principal profession. In 
1 697, he was appointed an assistant to the chief engraver of the 
Mint; and in 1705, on the decease of the latter, was named his 
successor. He largely assisted in the preparation of the extensive 
coinage which took place in the last years of the reign of William III. 
The whole of the coins of Anne and George I. were executed by 
him, as also those of the early part of the reign of George II. He 
likewise executed for the Mint twenty-nine medals in the reign of 
Anne, nine in that of George I„ and four in that of George II. ; 
besides the coronation medals of the two latter monarchs, and a 
medal of Sir Isaac Newton. His death took place on the 21st of 
March, 1741. A very curious and valuable MS. volume, entitled, 
"The Designs of John Croker," lately obtained by the British 
Museum, was referred to in Mr. Ffister's paper. It contains many 
original designs for medals, by Croker, and the orders for their 
execution, signed by the officers of the Mint. Among these, the 
autograph of Sir Isaac Newton, then Master of the Mint, occurs 
thirty times. This interesting volume was purchased by the Museum 
at the sale of the library of Mr. Stanesby Alchome, formerly an 
officer of the Mint, into whose possession it had fallen, and as 
whose private property it was (strange to say) pubhcly sold. 
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April 22, 1852. 
Edward Hawkins, Esq., Vice-President, in the Chair. 
The followiiig presents were announced, and laid upon the table : — 

PRESENTED BT 

Lettres snr I'histoire mondtaire de la France, ] 

par Etienne J. B. Carder. 8to. Blois, 1836- > The Authok. 
60., pp. 383, poitnut» and 28 plates. ) 

Collectanea Antiqna. By C. Roach Smith,] 

F.S.A. Parts VIII. and IX. completing > The Authok. 
Vol. II. 8vo., 1852. J 

RsAD — 1. A paper by Mr. Sainthill, descriptive of a series of 
thirty-one coins struck by Louis I., King of Bavaria, from 1825 to 
1842 ; the reverses of which, unlike those of the coins of any other 
existing mint, present historical or symboHcal devices. These coins 
are all of the dollar size, and, in general style of design, are on the 
model of the Roman large brass series. After deducing the origm 
and history of corned money, from the earliest recorded instance of 
the use of the precious metals as a medium of exchange, Mr. Saint- 
hill gives a list of these Bavarian dollars, with a descriplion of the 
deagns, and a translation of the legends, which are in the Germaa 
language. The designs are conmiemorative of events in the history 
of Bavaria, and especially in the reign of Louis, such as his accession ; 
the institution of orders of knighthood ; the establishment of the 
ZoUverein ; the election of IVmce Otho to be King of Greece ; etc., 
etc. The artist who engraved the greater part of these coins is 
Voight, who is known in this country by a medal of Lord Chancellor 
Eldon. The execution is throughout very good, though some of 
the figures, to an English eye, appear a little heavy. 

2. A paper by Mr. Evans, accompanying the exhibition of the 
following coins in his own collection : — 

1. Carausius, in third brass. 

06i?.— IMP. CARAVSIVS P. F. AVG. Radiated head to the 
right. 

Eev.—LEG. IIXX PRIMIG. Capricorn to the left. In the 
exergue, M. L. 

2. A British coin in gold. The type of the reverse is that known 
as the Verulam type ; the reverse shows an armed horseman, and 
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the legend TASG. The chief interest of the coin arises firom its 
having the letters VER., in veiy minute characters, among the 
ornaments of the obverse. The only other known specimen of the 
type with these letters is in the cabinet of Mr. CufP, and is engraved 
in Rading, and in the Numismatic Journal, Vol. I., p. 91. The coin 
is of good work, and was formerly in Lord Holmesdale's Collection. 

3. A sceatta, differing from any engraved, but something like 
one published in Roach Smith's Collectanea Antiqua, Vol. I., pi. 23, 
No. 4. It was discovered at Dunstable. The weight is 15^ grains. 

4. A half-penny of the first coinage of £>iward VI., struck at Bristol. 
This is a coin of the most extreme rarity, and was unknown until 
within the last few years. Two specimens were however described 
in the Numismatic Chronicle, Vol. VIII., p. 127 ; one of the London 
mint, the other of the Bristol mint, from which latter, Mr. Evans' 
specimen differs in several of the details. 

Mr. Evans also noticed two remarkable stycas, belonging to 
Mr. Webster, both reading on the obverse, B30M RE + round a 
cross, and suggested the possibihty oi their belonging to Beonna, 
king of the East Angles, of whom coins in the sceatta form are 
extant. 

May 27, 1852. 
Dr. Lbb in the Chair. 
The following Presents were announced, and laid upon the table : — 

P&ESXNTXO BY 

Sitzungsberichte der kaiserlichen Akademie"| 

der Wissenschaften (Reports of the Meet- I ^^^ academy 
ings of the Imperial Academy of Sciences), f **' cad«my. 
VoLVIL Parts II., III., IV. 8vo. 1851-2.J 

Archiv fiir Kunde osterreichischen Geschichtsl 
QueUen (Documents illustrating the sources I 
of Austrian History). Vol. VII. Parts I. f^"*''- 
and II. 8vo. 1851. J 

Notizenblatt (Proceedings. Supplement to the 1 -, xn^^^i^^ 
above). Nos. XIX. to XXIV. 8vo. 1851. } ^''" academy. 

Observations sur quelques M6dailles de^ 

TElide. Par Ad. Duchalais. 8vo. pp. 19, > The Author. 
and 1 plate. ) 
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PaBSBKTfiD Br 



Prize Essay on the Application of the recent 
Inventions collected at the Great Exhibition 
of 1851, to the purpose of Fractical Bank- } Thb Authob. 
ing. By Granville Sharp. 8vo. pp. 43. 
London, 1852. 

Charles Bridger, Esq., of 3, Keppel-street, Rossell-sqnare, was 
ballotted for, and elected into the Society. 

Mr. Williams read a continuation of his paper descriptive of a 
work on Chinese coins, in the library of the Society. 

Read, a letter from Mr. C. Roach Smith to Lord Londesborough, 
accompanying the exhibition of eight British silver coins, entrusted 
to him by Mr. Goddard Johnson, part of a hoard which was recently 
found at Weston, in Norfolk. The hoard consisted of between two 
and three hundred coins ; and with them were found two consular 
denarii, one of the Antonia, the other of the Cassia family. The 
most numerous division of these coins are of the types engraved 
in the Numismatic Chronicle, Vol. L, pl.IL, figs. 15 to 20; and 
Vol. II., pi. III., %. 7. There is one specimen of a new type, 
having on the reverse a horse, with the letters CAN or CAM 
above, and below, DVRO. Mr. Smith's letter is published in the 
Numismatic Chronicle, Vol. XV., p. 98, with an illustrative plate. 

Mr. Saull exhibited a curious and unpublished silver medal of 
Charles I., belonging to Mr. Pretty, of Northampton. 

Obv. — Bust of the king, the hair rather short, and the lovelock 
over the left shoulder ; falling lace collar, figured armour 
with lion's head on the sho^der ; scarf, with medal sus- 
pended by a ribband. CAROLVS I. D.G. MAGN. BRIT. 
FRANC. ET HIB. REX. iETATIS SVM 1642 (sic.). 
Diameter 2^ inches. 

The reverse represents a figure in a car. It has no proper con- 
nection with the obverse to which it is attached, but it was originally 
published as a reverse to a medal by Trezzo of Hippolyta Gonzaga, 
daughter of Ferdinand Duke of Mantua, who died in 1653. 
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Mr. Vaux read an extract of a letter addreseed to Mr. Burgon, of 
the Britdsli Museum, by Mr. Newton, her M^es^'a Coneul at Mity- 
lene ; in which he etated, that on paseing' through Athens on hia 
way to his post, he had the opportomtj' of inepecting several Greek 
come. Among them woe a decadrachm or medallion of Alexander 
the Great, a coin of which only two other specimens are known, 
namely, one in the British Museum (lately obtained Erom Major 
RawHnson, and described and figured in the Numismatic Chronicle, 
Vol. XIII.. p. 70), and one in the cabinet of the Duke de Lnynes. 
Although the spedmen at Athens had been suspected, Mr. Newton, 
after a close examination, pronounces it gennine. Mr. Newton also 
mentions a hoard of tetradraclunH of Alexander the Great, discovered 
about eighteen months ago, m a vase, by a peasant, near Patras. In 
company with them were two coins of Sicyon, several of ^tolia, 
and other silver coins, together with, it is said, some gold coins of 
Alexander the Great, thoagh none of these last had been preserved. 

Mr. Bergne read a short paper describing a penny of Baldted, or 
Beldred, king of Kent, recently discovered in Suffolk, which differs 
in some respects &om any hitherto known. 



Obv.— +BEI-DRED REX EANT (the NT in monogram). In 

the centre, a plain cross. 
Sev.— +TIDBEARHT. In the centre, a cross, with the lower 

limb divided into two divergent branches. 

Mr. Vaux called the attention of the Society to a new publication 
at Constantinople, entitled Jmmal Orimtal de Constantinople, just 
issued by H. Cayol. 

Mr. Walter Hawkins, Mr. Oldfleld, and Mr. Wilkinson, were ap- 
pointed Auditors of the Accounts of the Society for the present 
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JuNB 24, 1852. 

ANNIVERSARY MEETING. 

John B. Bbronb, Esq., Treasurer, in the Chair. 
The Report of the Council on the Fourteenth Annivb&sart, 
was read as follows : — 

In presenting to the Society the usual brief annual summary of 
their proceedings and condition, the Council commence by stating 
that, during the past year, only one Member has been lost by death ; 
namely, Mr. Isaac CuUimore. 

Mr. CuUimore was one of the original Members of this Society. 
He contributed one or two papers to its transactions soon after its 
establishmenti and for a short time filled the office of one of its 
Secretaries. His researches were, however, chiefly directed to 
Egyptian and Assyrian antiquities and chronology in connection 
with Biblical literature. He also devoted considerable tame and 
labour to the study of the cuneiform system of writing. Mr. CuUi- 
more was for many years an active member of the Royal Society of 
Literature, and contributed several papers to its transactions. His 
death took place at Clapham, on the 12th of April last. 

It is not always easy to ascertain with certainty the casuallaes 
among the list of our Foreign Associates. One name, however, the 
Council regret to mention as having been removed from the number 
by death during the past year, that of Mr. H. P. BorreU, of Smyrna, 
who has for many years been so weU known to aU students of Greek 
coins throughout Europe. He went from London to Smyrna, 
where he established himself in business as a merchant, and resided 
for the long period of thirty-three years, until his death, which took 
place on the 2nd October, 1851. He found leisure amidst his 
mercantile engagements to pursue his numismatic studies; and, 
partly from his own knowledge and diligence, and partly fiom the 
favourable nature of his place of residence, he met wi^ unusual 
success in the discovery of inedited Greek coins. These he fre- 
quently iUustrated by papers which have at various times been 
published in the Numismatic Chronicle, in the Eevue Numismatique, 
and in the various German periodicals devoted to numismatic 
science. The only distinct work which he ever printed is an " E^say 
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on the Coins of Cyprus," a thin 4to. volume, published at Paris 
in 1836. 

The number of ascertained resignations and secessions during the 
year has been four; and the following four gentlemen have been 
elected as Members:— 

Mr. John Allan Carnegie de Balinhard, of Boulogue-sur-Mer . 

Mr. William ChaflPers, F.S.A., of Old Bond-stareet. 

Air. Thomas Faulkner, F.S.A., of Oak Villa, Birkenhead. 

Mr. Charles Bridger, of Keppel-street, Russell-square. 

Monsieur Sabatier, member of the Imperial Archeeological Society 

of St. Petersburgh, has been elected an associate. 

In the course of the Session, Mr. Akerman and Mr. Charles Roach 

Smith, have been, bj a unanimous vote of the Society, constituted 

Honorary Members, as a slight testimony of gratitude for their valuable 

and gratuitous services as Honorary Secretaries for many years. 

The numerical state of the Society is now as follows : — 

OriginaL Elected. Honorary. Associates. TotaL 

Since elected — 4 2 17 



39 58 3 48 148 

Deceased 1 — — 1 2 

Transferred to Honorary 2 — — — 2 

Resigned, or struck out — 4 — _ 4 



■-* 



36 54 3 47 140* 

An abstract of the Receipts and Expenditure of the Society for 

the past year is annexed. The accounts have this day been audited 

by Mr. Oldfield and Mr. Wilkinson, two of the Auditors appointed at 

the meeting of the 27th May (the third, Mr.Walter Hawkins, having 

been prevented from attending), and shew a balance of £70 19«. bd, 

in the hands of the Treasurer, after the payment of all claims upon 

the Society to this day, with the exception of two of small amount, 

for which application had not been made before the closing of the 

account. 

♦ It was not until after the presentation of this report, that the news was 
received of the death of Mr. Vint of Colchester, which took place at that town 
on the 22nd of June. The numbor of members is thus reduced to 139. 
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The following papers have been read before the Society during 
the past Session. Some of those which presented features of the 
greatest novelty or interest have been published in the Numismatic 
Chronicle ; and of the remainder, some notice will be found in the 
Abstract of Proceedings. 

1. On the letters CONOB. found in the exergue of Roman 
coins of the Lower Empire. By Mr. Stevenson. 

2. On a gold coin of Pescennius Niger, found at Antioch ; and 
on a find of sceattse in East Friesland: — 3. On a gold medal, 
struck in the year 1628 to commemorate the raising of the siege 
of Stralsund. By Mr. Akerman. 

4. On some small brass coins, apparently of Tetricus, found 
in a creek of Falmouth harbour, thirty fathoms below the bed of the 
river : — 5. On the dollars of Louis I. of Bavaria, with historical 
reverses. By Mr. Sainthill. 

6. On a coin in the British Museum, hitherto ascribed to 
King Stephen ; but now attributed to an Earl of Warwick : — 7. On 
st)me rare coins, in his own collection. By Mr. Evans. 

8. On a work on Chinese coins, in the Library of the Nu- 
mismatic Society : — 9. On a small collection of Chinese coins, in the 
possession of Mr. H. S. Bohn. By Mr. Williams. 

10. Remarks on a Warrant of Charles L for preparing a gold 
medal with the portraits of himself and Prince Charles, for pre- 
sentation to Sir Robert Welch. By Mr. Hawkins. 

11. On some Greek coins lately examined at Athens. By 
Mr. Newton. 

1 2. On a list of unpubHshed Roman coins of various emperors, 
from Gallienus to Valentinian : — 13. On some British silver coins, 
recently found at Weston, in Norfolk. By Mr. C. Roach Smith. 

14. On a coin of Cosmo I. de Medici, Grand Duke of Tuscany, 
1537-74: — 15. A Memoir of John Croker. chief engraver to the 
Mint during the reigns of Anne, George I., and George II. By 
Mr. Pfister. 

16. On a full-faced coin of Carausius: — 17. On unpublished 
pennies of Cuthred and Baldred, kings of Kent, and of William the 
Conqueror : — 18. On another unpublished penny of Baldred, king of 
Kent. By Mr. Bergne. 
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The following presente have been made to the Societj by its 



members and friends : — 

The Imperial Academy of Sciences 

at Vienna, 
The Society of Antiquaries of 

Picardy. 
The Archaeological Society of the 

Orl^nnois, 
Society of Northern Antiquaries, 
The Royal Irish Academy, 
Royal Academy of History of 

Madrid, 
Lord Londesborough, 



Mons. Cartier, 



M. Sabatier, 



M. Chalon, 

Dr. Kohne, 

M. Duchalais 
M. Mamin 

M. Rafh, 

M. Bouthors, 

Earl of Ellesmere, 



Their Publications. 

Ditto. X 

Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 

Memorial Hiatorico-Espanol. 

Three steel dies, supposed to 
have been recently engraved hy 
a person named Emery, for 
striking forgeries of rare Scot- 
tish coins. 

His work, entitled. Letters on the 
Monetary History of France. 

His tracts on Kerteh and the 
kingdom of the Bosphoros; 
and on the production of gold, 
silver, and copper among the 
ancients. 

Various tracts on coins and medals 
of the Low Countries. 

Letter to M. Ranch on some in- 
edited Greek coins. 

His tract on the coins of Elis. 

His work, enisled, Numismatique 
Boulonncdse. 

His tract on the Ancient Geo- 
graphy of America. 

The local customs of the Baillage 
of Amiens. 

A Guide to Northern Archaeolo- 
gy, translated by his Lordship. 
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Dr. Lee, 



Mr. C. R. Smith, 



Mr. Haggard, 



Mr. Wills, 



Rev. E. H. Shepherd, 
Mr. Nealds, 

Mr. Bergne, 

Mr. C. R. Smith, 



(Edes Hartwellianae. A Descrip- 
tion of Hartwell House. By 
Capt. Smyth, R.N. 

Collectanea Antiqua. Conclud- 
ing parts of vol. ii. 

Catalogue of the Library of the 
Bank of England. 

A work by J. Millan, containing 
an Account of the Coins, 
Weights, and Measures of all 
Nations . 
1 Woodcuts of unpubhshed Coins 
3 of Baldred, king of Kent ; in 
their respective cabinets. 

Woodcut of an unpublished Penny 
of William the Conqueror. 

Ditto of an unpublished Coin of 
Carausius, with fiill face. 



In conclusion, the Council will merely add, that they have heard 
with much pleasure that a great desideratum in Enghsh MedaUic 
History is about to be supplied, by the pubUcation of the first 
volume of a Catalogue of English Medals, by Mr. Hawkins, which 
will comprise the series down to the reign of WiUiam HI. 



The Report was received and ordered to be printed. 
The Society then proceeded to ballot for the OflBlcers and Council 
for the ensuing year. The ballot-boxes having been closed, and 
delivered to Mr. ChafiPers and Mr. Faulkner, the Scrutineers, they 
reported that the election had fallen upon the following gentle- 
men : — 

As President, 
Thb Lord Londksborouoh, K.C.H., F.R.S., F.S.A. 

As Vice Presidents. 
Edward Hawkins, Esq., F.R.S., F.S.A., F.L.S. 
HoRACB Ha YMAN Wilson, Esq., F.R.S., F.R.A.S., BodenProfessor 
of Sanscrit 
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As Treasurer. 
John Brodribb Bbronb» Esq., F.S.A. 

As Secretaries. 
Jambs Coyb Jonbs» Esq., F.S.A. 
William Sandys Wright Vaux, Esq., F.S.A. 

As Foreign Secretary. 
John Yonob Akbrman, Esq., F.S.A. 

As Librarian, 
John Williams, Esq., 

As Members of the Council. 
John Evans, Esq. 

Frbdbrick W. Fairholt, Esq., F.S.A. 
William Dbbonairb Haggard, Esq., F.S.A., F.R.A. S. 
John Lkb, Esq., LLD., F.R.S., F.S.A., F.R.A.S. 
Sir Gborgb Musgrayb, Bart., F.S.A. 

Jonathan Rashlbigr, Esq. *^ 

Thb Rbv. J. B. Rkade, M.A., F.R.S. 
William Devonshirb Saull, Esq., F.S.A. 
Charlbs Stokbs, Esq. 
Edward Thomas, Esq. 
Hbnrt Latcock Tovbt, Esq. 
William Wansbt, Esq., F.S.A. 



The Society then acyoumed to Thursday, the 25th November, 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE NUMISMATIC 

SOCIETY. 



SESSION 1852—53. 



The Imperial Academy 
OF Vienna. 



Ditto. 



November 25, 1852. 

The Lord Londesborough, President, in the Chair. 

The following Presents, received during the recess, were an- 
nounced and laid on the table : 

PRESENTED BY 

Denkschriften der kaiserlichen Akademie der 
Wissenschalten — Philosophisch-historische 
Classe — ^Dritter Band (Memoirs of the Im- 
perial Academy of Sciences — Philosophical 
and historical division. Third volume). 
2 parts pp. 228, and 1 plate, and pp. 150, 
and 4 plates. Folio. Vienna, 1852. 

Sitzungsberichte der kaiserlichen Akademie 
der WisscDschaften — Philosophisch-histo- 
rische Classe (Reports of the Meetings of 
the Imperial Academy of Sciences, etc.) 
Vol. VIII. Parts I. and II. 8vo. Vienna, 
1852. 

Archaologische Analecten — Tafeln zu den ' 
Sitzungsberichten der kaiserlichen Akade- 
mie der Wissenschaften — Philosophisch- 
historische Classe — Band VI. Heft I. and 
II. Januar, Februar, Marz, 1851 (Archae- ^ Ditto. 
ological selections — Plates to Vol. VI. 
Parts I. and II. of the Reports of the 
Meetings, etc.). By Joseph Ameth. Ob- 
long foho, pp. 15, and 20 plates. 

Archiv fur Kimde osterreichischerGeschichts- 
Quellen (Documents illustrating the sources 
of Austrian History). Vol. VII. Parts HI. V Ditto. 
and IV. 8vo. Completing to p. 422. 
Vienna, 1842. 

B 
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The IxFBitiAii Acadxmt 
OF YuamA. 



} Ditto. 



The Socxett. 



Ditto. 



Notizenblatt (Proceedings. Supplement to ) 
the above). Nos. 1 to 10. 8vo. 1852. f 

Kritische Durchskht der von Davidow Ver- ' 
faseten Wortersammlung aus der Sprache 
der Aino's ; als Beilage zu dem December- 
hafte des Jahrgangs, 1851 (Band VII.), 
der Sitzungsberichten, etc. (a critical re- 
view of Davidow's Vocabulary of the 
language of Aino ; as a supplement to the 
Part for December, 1851 (Vol. VII.) of the 
Reports of the Meetings, etc.). Bj Dr. 
August Pfizmaier. 8vo. Vienna. 

Revue de la Numisroatique Beige. Vols. I. to 

VI., and Vol. I. (new series). 8vo. Brus- V Tmt EDnx>B. 
sels, 1842 to 1851. 

Bulletins de la Soci^t^ des Antiquaires de 1' 
Quest. Parts II. III. and IV. for 1851, and I. 
II.andIII.forl852. 8vo. Poitiers, 185 1-52. 

M^moires de la Soci^t^ des Antiquaires de 
I'Ouest. Ann^e, 1850. 8vo., pp.498, and 
26plates.— Ditto Ann^e 1851. 8vo.pp. 500, 
and 12 plates. Poitiers 1852. 

Transactions of the American Ethnological 
Society. Vols. I. and II. 8vo., New York, 
1848. 

Note sur cinq Monnaies d'Or trouv^es dans ^ 
le Cimeti^re M^rovingien de Lucy pr^s ( 
Neufchatel en 1 85 1 . Par M. 1' Abb6 .Co- f 
chet. 8vo., pp. 8, and 1 plate. ] 

Note sur un Vase Gaulois de la Collection ] 

du Louvre. Par M. Adrien de Longp^rier. > Ditto. 
8vo., pp.7, and 2 plates. j 

Interpretation du type figur^ sur les deniers de 

la famille Hosidia. Par M. Adrien de Long- V Ditto. 
p^rier. 8vo., pp. 21. Paris, 1852. 

Numismatique Montoise. Notice of a medal 
struck on the occasion of the marriage of 
Louisa Countess of Stolberg with the 
young Pretender Charles Stuart, in 1766. 
By M. Renier Chalon. 8vo., pp. 3, and a 
woodcut. 



Drrro. 



The Author. 



Ditto. 
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Attribution d'un denier Oarlovingien k Mons 1 

(Castrilocus). Par Renier Chalon. 8vo., ItheAuthob. 
pp. 7, and 1 plate. Brussels, 1852. J 

M^dailles de la Revolution de 1848, dans la ) .. ^ 
coUection de A. Durand (MS.). 4to. J ^- ^^^^^ 

Sigets dramatiques, par M. Boucher de Per- 
thes. 2 vols. 12mo., pp. 640 and 724. Paris, > The Author. 
1852. 

Emma, ou quatre lettres de femme. Par M. ] 

Boucher de Perthes. 12mo. pp. 264. Paris, > Di-n-o. 
1852. ) 

Report on Excavations made on the site of 
the Roman Castrum at Lymne, in Kent, in 
1850, by Charles Roach Smith, with notes 
on the original plan of the Castrum, and 
on the ancient state of the Romney Marshes, 
by James Elliott, Jun. Small 4to.,pp. 45, 
9 plates, and woodcuts. London, 1852. 



* Mb. Cv Roach Smith. 



Lord Londesborough exhibited a fine denarius of the Empress 
Domitilla, the wife of Vespasian. Bev. Fortuna Augusta. This 
rare coin was formerly in the cabinet of the Duke of Devonshire, 
and &om thence passed successively into those of Mr. Brumell and 
Mr. Tovey. 

Mr. Evans exhibited a unique and unpublished noble of Edward 
IV., very much resembhngan character the nobles of Henry VI. 

Obv.—^DW'KRD* DV GR7V R^X 7YNGL' Z FRXNO 
DN'S HYB'. A small cross before GR7V, Z, and 
FRTTNC. A pellet after DNS. No.M.M.— The 
king, in a ship, as usual on the nobles of the Henries. 
Two ropes at stem and four at stem. No flag or 
rudder to the ship. Three Jleurs de lis in the first 
and fourth quarter of the arms, and another under- 
neath the shield. 

Eev.—mC TTVT'TRTTNSigNS P^R CO^mVCO ILLORU' 
IB7CT. A small cross after ILLORU. M.M. &fleur 
de lis, A cross fleury, etc., as on the nobles of the 
Henries. In the centre ^, which appears to have been 
cut on the die over an H, Weight, 107 J grs. 
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The weight alone would he mifficient to determine that this coin 
was not struck under Ekiward III., if the workmanship and shape of 
the letter did not shew at a glance that it is of considerably later 
date. It must therefore be a coin of the earij part of the reign of 
Edward IV. from 1461 to 1464. Of this period, the silver coins 
are Teiy scarce » and no gold coins have until now been discovered ; 
the spur-rials, first struck in 1465, having hitherto been the earliest 
specimens known of the g^ld coinage of that king, although the 
records still exist of the earlier coinage, of which an example has 
now for the first time appeared. 

The coin is in the finest preservation, and was found in company 
with a noble of Henry VI , in all respects similar to Ruding, pLii., No. 9. 
It is remarkable that the £ in the centre of the reverse has been 
altered in the die from an H, shewing that the die was originally cut 
for the coinage of Henry. Mr. Evans's paper, together with a plate 
of the coin, are given in the Numismatic Chronicle, Vol XVI. p, 38. 

Mr. Vaux read a paper on some very curious and almost unique 
Graeco-Bactrian coins, which have been lately acquired by the British 
Museum, It is weU known that, until recently, few coins of ancient 
times were so rare as those which belong to the Grseco-Bactrian 
princes ; but since the English army penetrated into Afghanistan 
in 1838, vast numbers of this description of coins have found their 
way to Europe; and many which were, once extremely rare, have 
now become comparatively common. About thirty new names of 
kings have been discovered, many of them evidently, from the 
character of their money, ruling over extensive territories. The 
obverses of these coins contain generally the names and titles of 
these kings in Greek; the reverse, a translation of the obverse 
legend into the native tongue, called by scholars Bactrian Pali,^ a 
language which there can be no doubt was a modification of the 
purer and sacred Sanscrit, dialects of which extended then, as they 
do still, from the northern shores of the Caspian to the mouth of 
the Ganges. 

* See on this subject the paper by Professor Wilson, in the *' Numismatic 
Journal," Vol. II. p. 144. 
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But though some of these coins have become very common, there 
are others which continue very scarce ; and even now coins with the 
names of princes previously unknown, are occasionally brought to 
light, though not so frequently as was the case a few years back. 

The coins described by Mr. Vaux, belonged to this rare and un- 
published class, and consist of 

1 . — A silver coin of Lysias, with the head wearing a plain hel- 
met, as on the coins of Eucratides, instead of the hehnet 
in the shape of an elephant's head, as on all the types 
previously known. Size 3J ; weight 37J grs. 

2. — A large silver coin of Amyntas, presumed to be unique. 
Size 6 J ; weight 712 grs. 

3. — A square copper coin of Archebius. Size 5 J by 4J ; weight 
165 grs. 

4. — A silver coin of Apollodotus. It is the only round coin yet 
discovered, all the others known being square. Size 3 ; 
weight 32 grs. 

5 & 6. — ^Two silver coins of Hippostratus. Size 8 J and 8J; and 
weight respectively 139-J and 137 grs. 

When Professor Wilson published his work in 1841, no coin 
of this prince had been met with. In the succeeding year. Captain 
Cunningham published two, both in copper; but none in silver are 
known to have been yet found, save the two now described. 

7. — A square copper coin of Dionysius, believed to be the only 
one that has reached Europe. The Pali inscription on 
the reverse is not legible. Size 4^ x 4^, weight 253 grs. 



Dbcbmbbr, 23, 1852. 

Dr. Lbe in the Chair. 

The following Presents were announced, and laid upon the 
table:— 

FBBSENTED BY 

Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, Vol. ^ 



XIIL, Part II. 8vo. 



} 
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£rlattterang der keilinschriften babylonischer 
Backstein, mit einigen andem Zugaben 
(Expbination of the cuneiform inscriptioiis . ,^^ 
on Babylonian bricks, with some further uthob. 

additions). By Dr. Grotefend. 4to., pp. 31, 
and 1 plate. Gottingen, 18c 2. 

Die Tribut Verzeichnisse der Obelisken aus 
Nimrud. (The Representations of Tribute 
on the Nimroud Obelisk). By Dr. Grote- )- Ditto. 
fend. 4to., pp. 88, and 2 plates. Gottingen, 
1852. 

Moseo de las Medallas desconocidas Espano- 
las de Vincencio Juan de Lastanosa (Mu- 
seum of inedited Spanish Medals of Vin- I ^i^ wjj-.^-- 
centio Juan de Lastanosa). Small 4to., 
pp. 224, and many plates paged with the 
letter-press. Huesca, 1645. 

Mr. Bergne exhibited a remarkably fine specimen of the denarius 
of Pescennius Niger. The reverse is VICTORIAE AVG. Victory 
walking ; a palm in the right hand, and a wreath in the left : per- 
haps the least rare of all the denarii of this prince. But the 
obverse legend, which reads IMP. CAES. C. PESC. NGER. IVS. 
M, presents a singular peculiarity in the final letter M, which is too 
clear to admit the possibility of doubt. It is difficult to suppose that 
by that letter it is intended to indicate the title Maximus, and yet 
it is not easy to suggest any other interpretation. The silver dbins 
of Pescennius, though bearing Latin legends, were struck at Antioch, 
and possibly the spirit of Oriental hyperbole may have dictated such 
a self-ascription of greatness. 



January 27, 1853. 
John B. B&ronb, Esq., Treasurer, in the Chair. 
The following presents were announced, and laid on the table: — 

PRESENTED BY 

Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries! 

of Scotland. Vol. I. part I. pp. 96, and > The SocmTr. 
4 plates. Small 4to. Edinburgh, 1852. ) 

Taylor's Kalendar of Scientific Societies ; 1 „ tatlor 
mounted on roller. j 
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Chart of the oriental types of which Mr. 1 j^ w 
Watts possesses founts. j 

Mr. C. Roach Smith exhibited casts of a gold oriental coin, and 
of a silver coin of Matthias Corvinus of Hungary. 

Read. — 1. A paper by Mr. Joseph Gibbs, on those coins of 
Charles I. which have for mint-mark the letter P or the letter R 
within brackets. Mr. Gibbs's attention had been drawn to this 
subject by having procured at the sale of the collection of Mr. 
Marshall, of Birmingham, a crown of Charles I. with the former 
letter for mint-mark, and by finding that, although the mint-mark 
in question was mentioned by Snelling, Ruding, and Hawkins, 
neither of those writers enumerated the crown among the pieces on 
which it appears. It is considered .by numismatic writers that the 
coinage of the Tower Mint, with the mint-mark a triangle within a 
circle, struck in 1641, was the last issued in London by the king's 
authority, and that all the subsequent coinages were struck by 
authority of the parliament, though still bearing the effigy and titles 
of the king, in order to secure for them a circulation throughout the 
whole of the kingdom. It has been supposed by some writers that 
thft mint-mark P within brackets, was adopted by order of the 
Parliament to indicate that the coins on which it appeared were 
struck by their authority. This idea has by others been discredited, 
becaus6 we find other pieces of the Tower mintage nearly contem- 
poraneous, which are marked by the letter R within brackets. 
Mr. Gibbs, however, in the absence of any more plausible explana- 
tion, inclines to the opinion, that the first class of coins were 
marked with the letter P to denote the authority of the parliament ; 
and suggests that, as Sir Robert Harley, who had been Master of 
the Mint, under the king, from 1626 to 1636, was re-appointed to 
that office by the Parliament in May, 1 643, the letter R may have 
been placed by him upon a coinage either as the initial of his own. 
Christian name, or possibly even to denote the word " Rex " in 
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contradistinction to the word " Parliament," indicated by the letter 
P on the preceding comage. 

The crown with mint-mark P is a piece of very considerable 
rarity. Although not enumerated by Snelling, Ruding, or Hawkins, 
it occurs in the lyssen Collection, Lot 2193, and also in that of the 
Duke of Devonshire, and one or two others of more recent date; 
but in some of those cases it was probably the same coin re-sold. 

2. Mr. Vauz read a paper by the Rev. Henry John Rose, rector 
of Houghton Conquest in Bedfordshire, on the Samaritan coins in 
the British Museum. 

It is known that the silver shekels and half- shekels contain 
legends which are well ascertained to read on the obverse, round 
the branch which is supposed to be intended for a representation of 
Aaron's rod that budded, Jerusalem the Holy City^ and on the reverse, 
round the vase or pot of manna. The Shekel of Isrctel, with one, or 
two, letters, which Bayer was the first to interpret as denoting the 
first or the second year of the redemption of Israel under Simon 
Maccabaeus. He was led to this conclusion by the copper coins, 
which exhibit the name of Simon or Simeon, in connection with 
dates extending from year 1 to year 4. Of these coins, Mr. Rose 
adduced specimens from Bayer's work, which read respectively on 
their reverses liberation of Jeruealem ; liberation of Zion ; and Ube^ 
ration of Israel. The type of this last coin is, on the obverse a 
palm tree, and on the reverse a vine leaf. On examining a coin of 
the same t3rpe in the British Museum, Mr. Rose was unable to 
make the legend tally with that on the coins described by Bayer ; 
and being induced, from this circumstance, to investigate the letters 
more closely, he came to the conclusion that the true reading is 
liberation of Samaria : thus furnishing, if the attribution be correct, 
a new and highly interesting variety of these coins. 
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^ The Author. 



Fbbruart 24, 1853. 

Lord Lo'ndbsborouoh, President, in the Chair. 
The following presents were announced, and laid on the table :— 

PRESENTED BY 

Bulletin de la Soci^t6 des Antiquaires del 

Picardie. Nos. 2 and 3, 1852. 8vo. > The SodErr. 
Amiens. ) 

Coutumes locales du Baillage d' Amiens. 1 
Part VIII. completing Vol. II. Amiens, > Drrro. 
1852. 4to. ) 

Description des Monnaies Espagnoles et 
des Monnaies Etrang^res qui ont eu 
cours en Espagne depuis les terns les 
plus r^cul^s jusqu' k nos jours, compo- 
sant le cabinet mon^taire de Don Jos^ 
Garcia de la Torre. Par Joseph Gail- 
lard. 8yo. pp. 516, and 22 plates. 
Madrid 1852. 

Transactions of the Royal Irish Academy. 1 

Vol. XXII. Parts 3 and 4. 4to. Dub- \ The Academy. 
Im 1852-3. ) 

Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy. 1 ^ 
Vol. V. part 11. 8vo. 1852. Ji^nro. 

Transactions of the China Branch of thel 

Royal Asiatic Society. Part II. 1848- > The Society. 
50. 8vo. Hong-Kong 1852. ) 

Reports of the Juries of the great Exhi- 1 

bition of 1851. Royal 8yo. pp. 867.f^^^^^« 
London 1852. J 

A copper coin of the Emperor of the 
French for 10 centimes. Ohv, — His 
head. Napoleon III. Empereur. Rev, 
— An eagle on a thunderbolt. Empire 
Fran9ai8. Dix centimes. 1852. 

Mr. C. Roach Smith exhibited drawings of some Anglo-Saxon 
remains found at Ozingell, about two miles from Ramsgate, during 

C 



10 PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

the cutting of the railway from Ramsgate to Deal, and now pre* 
served in the museum of Mr. Rolfe, of Sandwich, a member of the 
Society. These remains consisted of a pair of scales, together with 
fourteen weights, and are stated to have been found by the side of a 
skeleton. With three exceptions, these weights are all formed out 
of Roman coins, and appear to be marked with a view to the 
weighing of certain oljects of small bulk, and therefore probably of 
intrinsic value. The coins extend from Faustina senior, down to 
the period of Valens or Gratian. The weights are respectively in 
grains— 391, 341, 292, 243, 145, 100, 33, 27, 26, 19, 18, 15, 12. 
Hence it does not appear that they are reducible throughout to any 
uniform multiple, or system of graduation, though the first seven 
ascend pretty nearly by steps of 50 grains. Mr« Smith stated that 
these interesting objects are believed to be unique, with the excep- 
tion of those described by Douglas in his Nenia, p. 51, and engraved 
in plate 12 of that work, which likewise consist of the remains of 
scales, found with eight weights of different sizes, two of them 
being large brass coins of the two Faustinae, ground smooth to 
adapt them to the desired purpose. Douglas states that these re- 
mains were found at Ash, a place at no very great distance from 
Ozingell ; and the coincidence as to coins of the same empress 
occurring in both instances cannot fail to be remarked. Further 
details respecting the objects of which drawings were exhibited by 
Mr. Smith, will be found in his Collectanea Antiquay voLiii. part I, 
recently published. 

3. Mr. Pfister read a paper on an unedited gold coin of Florence 
struck in 1805, and called // Zecchino di San Zenohio, The type of 
this curious coin is that of the well-known zecchins (or sequins) of 
Venice, and in the rude execution of its figures has a great resem- 
blance to the zecchins of Ludovico Manin, the last doge of Venice, 
A.D. 1780-97. It represents on one side the figure of San Zenobio 
kneeling at the feet of our Saviour; and on the other that of 
St. John the Baptist within an aureole. Mr. Pfister, when at 
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Florence in 1847, learned that this coin was struck at the solicita- 
tion of Cesare Lampronti, banker of the city of Florence, on the 
24th of August, 1805. A certain quantity of these zecchins were 
struck for the purpose of serving as a commercial speculation in the 
Levant, and they were to be called Zenobini. The existence of a 
similar coin in the collection of M. de Reichel, at St. Petersburg, is 
noticed in his catalogue, vol. ix. p. 466. It is not, however, ex- 
plained or illustrated by him. 

Mr, Vaux called the attention of the Society to two works lately 
published, which he considered to contain valuable numismatic in« 
formation : — ^the first, the catalogue of the collection of Don Josd 
Garcia de la Torre, by M. Gaillard, which was sold at Madrid in 
the spring of 1852 ; and the second, an account of a smell collection 
presented to the Royal Historical Society of Madrid by Antonio 
Lopez de Gondola, which has been drawn up and published in 
Spanish by Don Antonio Delgado. A copy of the first-mentioned 
work was among the presents to the Society announced this 
evening. 



March, 17, 1853, 
Dr. Leb in the Chair. 



The following Presents were announced and laid upon the 
table : — 

PBESENTBD BY 

M^moires de I'Academie Royale des Sciences, ^ 
des Lettres, et des beaux Arts de Belgique ( _, 
Vol. XXIV., 1850-1, and Vol. XXVI., f ^^^ academy. 
185L 4to. Brussels. ) 

Bulletin de TAcademie Royale de^ Sciences, 
des Lettres, et des beaux Arts de Belgique. 
VoLXVII. Pt. II.pp.559. Brussels, 1850. 
"XVIII." L "680 " 1851. ^ Ditto. 

" XIX. '* L " 766 " 1852. 
" " " II. " 585 " " 
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The Academy. 



Annuaire de TAcademie Rojale des Sciences, 
des Lettres, et des beaux Arts de Belgique. 
1851. SmaU Svo., pp.204.— Ditto, 1852, 
small 8vo., pp. 209, 

BuUetin de la Soci^t^ Arch^ogique de V 

Orl^nnois. 1850-1-2. Parts I. to IX. pp. ^ The Society. 
291. 8vo. Orleans. 

Notice sur la Monnaie de Trevoux et de 

Dombes. Par P. Mantellier. 8vo., pp. 112, ^^ The Author. 
and 11 plates. Paris, 1844. 

Remarks upon a work by M. Alexandre Sirand, 

entitled, ** Monnaies in^dites de Dombes." V Dnro. 
Par P. Mantellier. 8vo . , pp . 23 . 

Catalogue of a collection of ancient and 
mediaeval rings and personal ornaments, 

formed for Lady Londesborougb. Privately > Lobd Loin>BSBoicouaH. 
printed. Small 4to., pp. 88, witb plates and 
woodcuts. London, 1853. 

Journal of the Arcbitectoral, Archaeological, 
and Historic Society for the county, city, 
and neighbourhood of Chester. Part IL, > The Society. 
July, 1850 to December, 1851. 8vo., pp. 
207, and many plates. Chester, 1852. 

A bronze medal of William Roscoe, of Liver- 1 

pool, struck on the centenary of his birth- > Joseph Mayer, Esq. 
day, March 8, 1853. Size 13J. ) 

Read. — 1. A paper by Mr. Evans, on some rare and unpublished 
British coins, of which he exhibited drawings and casts. 

One of the most remarkable of the coins described by Mr. Evans, 
is preserved in the library of Trinity College, Cambridge. It is of 
gold, size 2, and is unpublished and probably unique. 

Obv. — TASCI between the limbs of a cruciform ornament, pro- 
ceeding from two crescents placed back to back in the 
centre, and terminating in ring ornaments. 

Bev. — TASC. A horse galloping to the right; above, a 
bucranium. 

The type of this coin is very similar to that of one purchased by the 
British Museum at Lord Holmesdale's sale in July, 1850, but which 
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reads on the obverse ANDO instead of TASCL The latter coin is 
engraved in the Journal of the British Archaeological Association, 
Vol. VII. p.397, and described in the Num. Chron., Vol. XIV. p. 74. 

Mr. Evans also mentioned a, third coin, reading on the obverse 
ANDO ; and he considered it probable, that while the legend on 
first-mentioned coin refers to Tasciovanus, those on the other two 
relate to some other prince who was contemporary with him ; and 
he suggests that this name may lurk under the Mandrubatius of 
Ceesar, who is called by Orosius, Androgorius ; by Eutropius, Beda ; 
and by later writers, Androgius. 

Mr. Evans noticed several other specimens of the early British 
coinage, and concluded by making some remark on the lamentable 
deficiencies in the series of British coins given in the " Monumenta 
Historica Britannica," as well as on the incorrectness of the descrip- 
tions and engravings of those which are published in that expensive 
public work. 

This paper, with an illustrative plate, is published in full in the 
Numismatic Chronicle. 

2. A paper by Mr. Pfister on a large and fiine Italian bronze medal- 
lion, which he exhibited to the Society, made in honour of the 
Cardinal Fietro Aldobrandini, to commemorate his entry into, and 
taking possession of, Ferrara with a division of the Fapal troops, on 
the 28th of January, 1598 ; the Duchy of Ferrara having been 
claimed by Pope Clement VIII., after the death of the Duke 
Alfonsa IL d'Este, who died Oct. 27th, 1597, without legitimate 
issue. The artist is Antonio Casoni, of Ancona, who was also a 
painter and a modeller in wax. 

On the obverse is the bust of the Cardinal in profile with peaked 
beard, in a common canonical dress and cap, looking to the left of 
the spectator. 

The bust is within a broad border, enclosing on one side a female 
figure, apparently in an olive grove, and on the other, a recumbent 
river-god. The two figures were probably intended to represent the 
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city of Ferrara and the river Po. Above and below, in tbe border, 
are two tablets containing inscriptions relating to the event. 

The reverse exhibits a winter landscape, with the city of Ferrara 
in the distance. The Cardinal is seen on horseback in the midst of 
the Papal troops, some of which are entering one of the city gates. 

On the rim the artist's name, ANTONINVS COSONIVS.F., 1598. 

3. Mr. Vaux read a paper by Mr. R. S. Poole, of the Britisk 
Museum, on the copper coinage of the Byzantine emperors^ 
the object of which was the explanation of a coin of Justinian I.,, 
and another of Heraclius I. The writer took notice of the great 
fluctuations to which this branch of the coinage was subject under 
the Constantinopolitan empire, and entered at some length into the 
question of the actual values of the copper coins. He supposed the 
unit of the system to be the " nummion " or " lepton," — ^and that 
the numerical indices on the coins indicated the number of these 
units which each of them contained ; and noticed the differences 
between the system of Alexandria and that of the other cities of the 
empire which struck money. The coins considered were of the 
Alexandrian mint ; the earlier of them being probably an obolus, 
and the latter a piece of the value of twelve " nummia " in Egypt, 
but of forty " nummia " in the rest of the empire of that period, — 
the money of other mints having become depreciated in weight, 
while that of Alexandria had remained unaltered. 



April 28, 1853. 

Lord Londbsborough, President, in the Chair. 

The following Presents were announced and laid upon the 
table : — 

PRBSENTED BY 

D^ Scavi di Salona nel 1 850 (on the Exca- ^ 
vations at Salona in 1850) By Professor ( ^ . 
Carrara, pp. 24, and 5 plates, 4to Prague, ( 
1^52. ) 

Five Turkish coins Dr. Lee. 
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Reginald Stuart Poole, Esq., of the British Museum^ and Her- 
cules Akerman, Esq., of Somerset House, were ballotted for, and 
elected into the Society. 

Lord Londesborough exhibited a unique denarius of Germanicus, 
purchased by him on the 25th instant, at the sale of the collection 
of M. Sabatier, of St. Fetersburgh. The obverse presents the bare 
head of Germanicus to the right ; the reverse represents Germanicus 
placing the Armenian tiara on the head of the youthful Prince Ar- 
taxias, the son of Polemon, King of Pontus. His original name was 
Zenon ; but on his accession the Armenians called him Artaxias. He 
was placed on the throne by Germanicus, a.d. 18, and died a.d. 35. 

Mr. Roach Smith exhibited a gold British coin from the collection 
of Mr. Rolfe, of Sandwich. 

Obv.—SL horse galloping to the right; above, EPPI; below, a 
star-like ornament. 

Eev, — COMF across the field, within a beaded circle. Size, nearly 
2 ; weight, 20 grs. 

This coin, which is of unusually neat execution, was found in the 
Isle of Thanet. It furnishes a new variety, though it much resem- 
bles the type of a coin figured in the Proceedings of the Society for 
1 843-4. That coin is stated to have been found at Bognor ; its 
weight is only 13 grains, and the letters above the horse are VIR; 
and the details differ on both sides. 

Mr. Evans exhibited a gold coin of Cunobeline of the usual 
type, presenting on the obverse a horse galloping, and on the 
reverse an ear of barley. It is stated to have been found at Notting- 
ham, a locality further north, as Mr. Evans believes, than that at 
which any coin of the type has previously been discovered. 

Mr. Pfister exhibited a large Italian bronze medallion in high 



16 PROCSBDINGS OF THE 

preservation, representiiig on the obverfie the bust of the celebrated 
Cosmo de Medici. The reverse presents a seated female figure, 
intended to represent the city of Florence, holding an olive branch ; 
the legend is, PAX LIB£RTASQV£ PVBLICA. This fine medal- 
lion is an original work of the distingaished Florentine artist 
Donatello, and was executed in the year 1464. 

3. Read, the following letter firom Mr.Akerman, addressed to 
the President : — 

*' London, April 28, 1853. 

" My Lord, — In the English series of coins, pieces unique, or 
distinguished by any uncommon peculiarities, are of such unfrequent 
occurrence, that any note on hitherto unnoticed varieties, however 
slight, may not be deemed unworthy the notice of the numismatist. 

"The halfpenny of Edward III., now exhibited, may there- 
fore be thought deserving a passing notice, since it bears some 
marks which have not, to my knowledge, been observed on these 
minute coins. This example in type and legend does not di£Per, 
except in trifling particulars, from the generaUty of the halfpence of 
Edward III. My specimen has, as usual, 

« 0^.— + eDWARD VS REX. AN. Crowned bust full- 
faced. 

« 

• iJcv.—CIVITAS. LONDON. The usual cross and pellets. 

But the privy marks of the moneyer are more numerous, consisting 
of a small pellet before the letter 6 in Edward ; an annulet after the 
letter S in that word ; and an annulet with a pellet in the centre 
after the word R€X. On the reverse, an annulet occurs' after the 
word LONDON. 

" I have the honour to be, my Lord, your Lordship's most obe- 
dient humble servant, J. Y. Axbrman." 



" To the Lord Londesborough, 
•* President of the Numismatic Society." 
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Mr* Webster commimicated, through the Treasurer, a short paper 
on the monogram which occurs on the reverse of some of the coins 
of Ecgbeorht or Egbert, as Ruding, plate xiv. Nos. 2 and 3, and 
Hawkins, No. 1 57. This monogram has been hitherto interpreted, 
though somewhat doubtfully, as reading DOROB C, and as being 
therefore intended to denote Canterbury as the place of mintage. 
Mr. Webster however observes, that it is very similar in formation 
to the monogram of the name on the coins of Charlemagne, which 
are of the same period; and he therefore suggests that its true 
reading may be, not the place of mintage, but the cypher of the 
king's name EECBO or EELBEOB. All the former set of letters 
are clearly traceable in the monogram, except perhaps the E, which 
however may be considered as represented by the top and bottom 
horizontal strokes of the B ; and, in some instances (as Hawkins, 
No. 157), the R is indicated by the addition of the last limb of the 
letter curving outwards in the opposite direction to that of the B. 
This peculiarity is also seen in a coin of Egbert engraved in Lele- 
wd, plate X. No. 38; but Mr. Webster expresses doubts of the 
genuineness of that coin, both from the general appearance of the 
engraving, and from the circumstance of his having seen two or 
three specimens of it, unquestionably false, 

4. Mr. Vaux read a paper on a collection of coins lately found in 
Ceylon, and brought to this country by Sir Emerson Tennent, who 
had allowed a selection to be made from them for the public collec- 
tion in the British Museum, and permitted specimens to be exhi- 
bited to the Society. 

The whole collection consists of eighty coins, all in copper, and 
belonging to six different princes or rajas, who reigned in succession, 
though not quite consecutively, between about a.d. 1050 and 
A.D. 1300. The coins bear the appearance of having been all found 
together ; they are in excellent preservation, and the legends are 
perfectly legible. Mr. Vaux stated that it is a curious fact in 
numismatology, that although we possess a connected history of the 

D 1 
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« 

iBbnd, extending as fiff back as the fifth centnxy before Christ, deduced 
from the native annals, which have been preserved with the greatest 
care in more than one of the temples, and which the researches 
of European scholars have snfficientlj tested, and ma.j, therefore, 
be relied on, it is not mitil a period comparattvelj recent, that any 
coins are found to exist. And this is the more remarkable, because 
on the neighbouring continent of India vast numbers were struck 
under different races and rulers, from probably the third century 
before Christ, down to the time when the earliest Cingalese coins 
begin to occur. The Indian coins of that period which have been 
discovered up to the present time, may be numbered by thousands, 
and every year is producing fr^sh supphes. It is also curious that 
not only is the commencement of the Cingalese coinage so compa* 
ratively recent, but that it extends, at least all the specimens that 
have yet been met with, over the short period from a.d. 1050 to 
A.D. 1820, comprising the reigns of seven or eight princes or rajas. 

The inscriptions on the coins struck during this period of 300 > 
years, of which we have specimens, are in the Devanagari or San- 
skrit character, and the general type is uniform. 

On the obverse is a rude standing figure of the nga, holding in his 
left hand a flower, and the trisula in his right. The skirts of his 
dress are rudely represented falling on each side; and the folds 
of the dh6ti appearing between his legs, have been sometimes 
taken by those who first found these coins, for a tail ; so that the 
figure of the prince was called Hunuman, or the monkey. 

On the reverse the same figure is seen, but seated. The mode of 
representing the face is very peculiar, and may be regarded as a 
unique specimen of barbaric art. In front are the name and titles of 
the rajah, in Sanskrit characters. The formation of the letters 
confirms the date assigned from other reasons to these coins. 

Mr. Vaux concluded by stating his belief that the so-called fish- 
hook money, some pieces of which have been found in Ceylon, have 
no claim whatever to be considered a part of the local currency of 
the island ; because the portions of inscriptions which are to be 
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found upon them ore invariably in the Arabic character, and it is not 
likely that objects so inscribed should ever have been the local 
currency of a country where the Sanskrit is the native alphabet. 
Mr. Vaux thought it probable, that the specimens found in Ceylon 
may have reached that island from the Persian gulf, on the shores 
of which they are often met with, either as objects of curiosity, or in 
the ordinary progress of trade. 



May 26, 1853. 



Dr. Lbb in the Chair. 



The following Fl^sents were announced and laid upon the 
table :— 

PRESENTED BY 

Archiv fiir Kunde osterreichischen Geschichts- \ 

Quellen. (Documents illustrating the Sources f Imperial Academy op 
of Austrian History). Vol. VIIL, Farts I. ( Vibnwa. 
and II. 8vo., 1852. ) 

Notizenblatt. Beilage zum Archiv, etc. (Pro- 
ceedings, Supplement to Documents, etc., > Ditto. 
as above). Nos. 11 to 24. 8vo., 1852 

Sitzungsberichte der kaiserlichen Akademie 
der Wissenschaften (Reports of the Meet- 
ings of the Imperial Academy of Sciences. 
Vol. VIIL, Parts III. IV. and V., completing 
the volume, 8vo., pp. 432 ; and Vol. IX., 
Parts I. and II. 8vo. Vienna, 1852. 

Pontes Rerum Austriacarum. Diplomatica et 

Acta. Codex Wangianus. 8vo., pp. 560. V Ditto. 
Vienna, 1852. 

Die feierliche Sitzung der kaiserlichen Aka- ) 
demie der Wissenschaften, etc. (The Anni- ( 
versary Meeting of the Imperial Academy of ( 
Sciences, etc.). 8vo., pp.100. Vienna, 1852. ) 

'Revue de la Numismatique Beige. Vol. II. 

(new series), and Vol. III., No. 1. 8vo. }- The Editor. 
Brussels. 1852-3. 



Ditto. 



^1 
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De Munten der Elngelschen voor den Oost 
Indischen Archipel (Ekiglish coins for the 
East Indian Archipelago). By H. C. Millies, )• The Author. 
Professor of Divinity at Amsterdam. 8vo., 
pp. 118, and 3 plates. Amsterdam, 1852. 

Mr. C. Roach Smith presented a cast of an early British gold 
coin, found at Recolver, and now in the possession of Mr. Rolfe, of 
Sandwich. The type is Ruding, Plate I., No. 20, weight 26 grs. 

Dr. Lee exhibited two fine coins of Hierapytna in Crete, of the 
types described by Mionnet (Supplement, voLiv. p. 322, Nos. 177 
to 179): two fine Athenian tetradrachms of the later type, with 
Bev, an owl standing on a dicta: an Alexandrian coin of Antoni- 
nus Pius, with Eev. ApoUo in a car drawn by two serpents, a type 
which does not occur in Mionnet's list; the date is I A (H): and 
some curious Paduan medallions of the Roman emperors. 

Mr. Evans read a paper on some unpublished coins of Carausius. ( 

He stated that the interest which attaches to every variety of coin 
struck by that usurper in Britain, induced him to record even slight 
modifications of type, which on the coins of another emperor would 
hardly call for notice, while at the same time one or two of the coins 
which he exhibited have a considerable degree of interest in them- 
selves, besides being of the utmost rarity. 

The types of the coins exhibited were as follows : — 

1 . Obv.— IMF. CARAVSIVS. P.F. AVG. Radiated bust to the 
right. 

i?ev.— EXPECTATE. A female figure standing ; in her left 
hand a military ensign; with her right hand she 
takes that of a male figure in military costume, who 
holds in his left a hasta. In the exergue XX. 

The legend on the only other coins known of this type, which is 
peculiar to Carausius, and occurs both in his silver and brass coins, 
is EXPECTATE VENI. There is, indeed, a specimen in the Hunter 
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Museam with the legend £XP£CTAT£ only, but the device is 
different, so that the coin now described may be presumed to be 
unique. 

2. Obv.—m?. CARAVSIVS P.F. AVG. Radiated and robed 

bust to the right. 

Eev. —SALVS PVBLIC A. Salus standing, with her right hand 
holding a serpent, which is feeding from a patera in 
her left. In the field, BE. Exergue, MLXX. 

This type is described in Akerman's " Coins of the Romans re« 
lating to Britain" (No. 1 80), from a coin in the cabinet of the late 
Mr. Douce; but the obverse of that coin bears the armed bust of 
Carausius with spear and shield. 

3. Obv. — As on No. 2. 

^et;.— GOMES AVG. Victory standing to the left ; in her 
right hand a wreath, in her left a palm branch. In 
the field, SC. The only peculiarity of this coin is the 
occurrence of these letters in the field, in conjunction 
with the type of victory. , 

4. Obv. — As on No. 1. 

Rev, — CON. MILITVM. Two right hands joined in a vertical 
position, in which respect, as well as in the mode of 
abbreviating the word Concordia, this coin is unique. 

' 5. Obv, — Illegible. Robed and radiated bust of Carausius to the 

left. 

Rev. — . . . X . . . Peace standing. 

The peculiarity consists in the robed and radiated bust being 
turned to the left. A few specimens of the PAX type are known 
with the head in that direction, but they all bear the armed bust. 

6. O&v.— AsNo. 1. 

Bev. — PAX AVG. Usual type, but in the field q, a symbol 
not hitherto described. 

7, Obv.— IM. CARAVSIVS AVG. Radiated bust to the right, 

of very rude workmanship. 

Eev, — ^Two female figures joining hands over an altar, the one 
holding a cornucopia, the other a wreath. A series 
of annulets and crescents in place of legend. 
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The revene is of much better work than the obverse, and the 
whole type entirely new. 

No. 1 is in poBsession of the Earl of Verulam, and was found on 
the site of the ancient town of that name ; the others are all in Mr. 
Evans's own collection. 

Read.— 1 . A letter fipom M. VAbb^ Cochet, of Dieppe, to Mr. C. 
Roach Smith, accompanying drawings of four silver Frankish coins, 
found in the year 1852, in the Merovingian Cemetery at Env^rmen. 
M. Cochet considers that they are of the date of the tenth or the 
beginning of the eleventh century, and states that they constitute an 
entirely new sort of coin, not yet appropriated. The weight of three 
of them is g^ven as 160, 230, and 190 milligrammes respectively. In 
general character, they resemble some of the small gold coins of the 
Merovingian kings of France. On the same sheet was also a draw- 
ing of a denier of Charlemagne, or Charles le Chauve, struck at 
Rouen, which was also found in the cemetery, midway between the 
suiAu^e and the human remains. 

2. Mr. Vaux read a letter from C. T. Newton, Esq., Her Ma- 
jesty's Consul at Mytilene, dated from Rhodes, April 18th, 1853, 
relative to some rare Greek coins lately procured by him, which bave 
been attributed by M. IvanofT, the Russian Consul at Smyrna, to 
Hecatomnus, King of Caria, in which attribution Mr. Newton con- 
curs. The type is, on the obverse, a lion's head to the left, with the 
jaws extended and the tongue hanging out ; above, are the letters 
EEIA; and on the reverse, a star of eight points. Mr. Newton's 
chief reasons for supporting the opinion of M. Ivanoff are, the re- 
semblance which these coins bear to a very rare coin described by 
Eckhel (Doct. Num. vet. ii. p. 596), with the legend EKATOM ; 
the discovery of these coins at Budrum, the ancient Halicamassus, 
and the capital of the Carian monarchy ; and the similarity which 
they bear to the sDver coins of Cnidus, both in general diaracter and 
style of execution. Mr. Newton remarked that the combination 
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of the lion and the star was by no means new to numismatists, and 
that this type is known to occur on coins of Miletus, and on one of 
Evagoras, king of Cyprus; while a number of similar types are 
engraved by the Due de Luynes, in his recent beautiful work on the 
coins of that island. The duke expresses himself of opinion in that 
work, that the lion is a symbol of the sun's excessiveheat in Cyprus; 
a view which Mr. Newton considers may be accepted, and is appli- 
cable with equal reason to the coins of Hecatomnus. It is perfectly 
natural that the same symbol should be adopted by contemporary 
and allied monarchs, in countries such near neighbours as Caria and 
Cyprus. ' 

r 

Mr. Bohn and Mr. Wilkinson were appointed Auditors of the 
Accounts of the Society for the present Session. 



ANNIVERSARY MEETING. 

JuNB 23, 1853. 

John B. Beronb, Esq., Treasurer, in the Chair. 

The Report of the Council was read as follows : — 

The Fifteenth Anniversary of the Society having arrived, it be- 
comes the duty of the Council to present, according to annual 
custom, a short account of its condition and proceedings during the 
Session which has just ended. 

Two members have died since the preparation of the last Report ; 
the Rev. Charles Tumor, and Mr. Henry Vint. 

Mr. Turnor was bom in Lincolnshire, on the 10th of August, 
1768, and was descended from an ancient and honourable family 
long established at Stoke Rochford, in that county. The property 
of Sir Isaac Newton, situated about three miles from Stoke Roch- 
ford, was purchased by the family of Tumor a few years after New- 
ton's death, and still remains in their possession. This circumstance, 
together with a love for the noble science of astronomy, induced 
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Mr. Tumor daring a series of jrears to make a collectian of what- 
ever he could find connected with that illastrioas philosopher. These 
valuable memorials he bequeathed to the Royal Society, of which 
he was a Fellow. He was also a Fellow of the Rojal Astronomical 
Society, and to that body he bequeathed a sum of £500, to be laid 
out in the purchase of books for its library. Though not otherwise 
connected with numismatic pursuits than by a general interest in 
scientific researches of all kinds, and an excellent judgment in all 
matters of taste and vertu, he joined the Numismatic Society finom 
its commencement. He die^ on the 12th of Jan., 1853. 

Mr. Vint, whose death took place on the 22nd of June, 1852, 
two days before the last Anniversary, though the fact was not then 
known to the Society, had long been a resident at Colchester, and 
had formed a considerable museum, partly by purchase in the or- 
dinary way of collection, and partly by the acquisition of objects 
discovered by excavations on the site of the Roman station which 
formerly occupied that ancient town. Among the latter class of 
antiquities were the bronze heads of Silenus and of the Emperor 
Caligula, and a small bronze figure of Jupiter Conservator, which 
are described and engraved in the Archseologia, vol. xxxi. p. 443, 
and rank among the most important objects of that description ever 
discovered in this country. Mr. Vint's Etruscan vases, of which 
he had a large collection, together with his coins, Vere sold by 
auction in London in the spring of the present year. It is under- 
stood that he bequeathed to the town of Colchester his collection of 
objects discovered in that place, on condition that a suitable building 
should be provided for their reception. Mr. Vint had been a Mem- 
ber of the Numismatic Society since 1842. 

The number of ascertained resignations and secessions during the 
year has been five; and the following two gentlemen have been 
elected Members : — 

Mr. Hercules Akeiman, of Somerset House. 
Mr. Reginald Stuart Poole, of the Department of Antiquities 
in the British Museum. 
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The numerical state of the Society is now as follows: — 

OriglnaL Elected. Honorary. Associates. Total 

36 54 3 47 140 



tmbers, \ 
J, 1852 j 



Members 
Jmie 
Since elected 



— 


2 


— 


— 


2 


36 


56 


3 


47 


142 


I 


1 


— 


— 


2 


1 


4 


— 


— 


5 



Deceased 

Resigned or struck out 1 

June, 1853 34 51 3 47 135 

The following is the abstract of the receipts and expenditure of 
the Society for the year. The Council regret to observe, that the 
income exhibits a marked diminution from that of the preceding 
year, and that there is a corresponding decrease in the. balance re- 
maining in i^e Treasurer's hands. This undesirable result is owing 
partly to the difficulty experienced in getting in the annual contribu- 
tions, and partly to the gradual loss of members of old standing, 
whose places are not filled by new accessions. It rests with the 
members to say, whether these causes are to be only temporary, or 
whether they are ultimately to destroy the efficiency and even the 
existence of the Society. 
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The papers read before the Society during the Session, may be 
enumerated as follows. Several of them have been published in 
the Numismatic Chronicle with suitable illustrations, and an abstract 
of the others is ftimished in the Proceedings of the Society. 

I . On a unique gold noble of the early coinage of Edward IV. 
2. On some rare and unpublished British coins. 3. On some un- 
published coins of Carausius. By Mr. Evans. 

4. On some rare Graeco-Bactrian coins, lately acquired by the 
British Museum. 5. On a collection of Cingalese coins, lately dis- 
covered in Ceylon. By Mr. Vaux. 

6. On the copper coinage of the Byzantine Emperors. By Mr. 
Reginald Stuart Poole. 

7. On some rare Greek coins, attributed to Hecatomnus, King 
of Caria. By Mr. Newton. 

I I . On those coins of Charles I. which have for mint-mark P or 
R within brackets. By Mr. Joseph Gibbs. 

8. On the Samaritan coins in the British Museum. By the Rev. 
Henry John Rose. 

9. On a denarius of Pescennius Niger. By Mr. Bergne. 

10. On an unpublished variety of the halfpenny of Edward III. 
By Mr. Akerman. 

13. On an inedited gold coin of Florence struck in 1805. 
14. On an Italian bronze medallion in honour of Cardinal Pietro 
Aldobrandini. By Mr. Pfister. 

15. On some Prankish coins, found in the Merovingian cemetery 
at Envermen. By the Abbe Cochet. 

12. On the monogram which occurs on some of the coins of 
Egbert, the first chief monarch of England. By Mr. Webster. 

The following presents have been made to the Society by its 
members anS friends : — 
The Imperial Academy of Sciences 

at Vienna, Their Publications. 
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The Royal Academy of Sciences, 




letters, and the fine arts of Bel- 




ginm, 


Their Publications. 


The Society of Antiquaries of 




Picardy, 


Ditto. 


The Society of Antiquaries of the 




West, 


Ditto, 


The Archaeological Society of the 




Orl^innois, 


Ditto. 


The American Ethnological So- 


> 


ciety, 


Ditto. 


The Royal Asiatic Society, 


Ditto. 


The Society of Antiquaries of 




Scotland, 


Ditto. 


The Royal Irish Academy, 


Ditto. 


The China Branch of the Royal 




Asiatic Society, 


Ditto. 


The Architectural, Archaeological, 




and Historic Society for the 




County, City, and Neighbour- 




hood of Chester, 


Ditto. 


The Editor of the " Revue de la 


A complete series of that perio- 


Numismatique Beige," 


dical. 


The Royal Commission for the 




Great Kirhibition of 1851, 


Reports of the Juries. 


M. de Longp^rier, 


■9 

His tracts on a Gaulish vase in 



Mr. Renier Chalon, 



the collection of the Louvre, 

and on the type of the Roman 

consular coins of the Hosidia 

family. 

His tracts on a Carlovingian coin 

struck at Mons, and on a medal 

on the marriage of the Young 

Pretender. 
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Mr. Durand, 



The Abb6 Cochet, 



Dr. Grotefend, 



Mr. Gaillard, 



Mr. Mantellier, 



Professor Carrara, 



M. MiUies, 



M. Boucher de Perthes, 



Lord Londesborough, 



Mr. C. Roach Smith, 



Mr. Williams, 



Mr. Watts, 



A MS. catalogue of his collection 
of medals relating to the revo- 
lution of 1848. 

His tract on five gold pieces found 
in the Merovingian cemetery of 
Lucy, near NeufchAtel. 

His works on the representa- 
tions of tribute on the Nimrod 
obelisk ; and on the cunei- 
form inscription on Babylonian 
bricks. 

Sale catalogue of the collection of 
coins formed by Don Jos6 Gar- 
cia de la Torre, of Madrid. 

His tracts on the money of Tre- 
voux and Dombes. 

His tract on the excavations at 
Salon a in 1 850. 

His works on the English coins 
struck for circulation in India. 

His works entitled, " Siyets Dra- 
matiques," and ** Emma." 

Catalogue of Lady Londesbo- 
rough's collection of ancient 
and mediaeval rings and per- 
sonal ornaments. 

Report on excavations made on 
the site of the Roman Cas- 
trum at Lymne. 

A work on the unedited Spanish 
medals of Vincentio Juan de 
Lastanosa. 

Chart of the oriental types of 
which he possesses founts. 
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Mr. Taylor, Kalendar of scientific societies, 

mounted on roller. 

Mr. Mayer, A bronze medal of William Ros- 

coe of Liverpool. 

Dr. Lee, Five Turkish coins. 



In their last Report, the Council expressed their satisfaction at the 
prospect of the publication of the first volume of a catalogue of 
English medaU by Mr. Hawkins, which was then understood to be 
actually in the press. Of the causies which have intervened to 
retard the appearance of a work so loudly called for, and which is 
known to have been printed, the Council know nothing ; but they 
cannot avoid expressing their regret at the delay, and their earnest 
hope that it will soon be terminated. 

The Council have great pleasure in noticing the publication, 
during the past year, of two works which will contribute much 
valuable numismatic information to those who have the opportunity 
of perusing them. 

The first is a descriptive catalogue of London traders' tokens 
current during the 17th century, and collected by Mr. Henry 
Beaufoy, who has presented them to the Corporation Library. The 
catalogue has been made with much care and research by Mr. J. H. 
Bum, and has been published at the expense of the corporation. 

The second is a work just published by John Lindsay, Esq., 
of Maryville, near Cork, Barrister-at-Law, on "The History and 
Coinage of the Parthians." Cork, 4to. 1853. Illustrated by twelve 
plates. This work will no doubt prove of much use to those who 
shall in future be engaged in the classification of the coins of the 
Arsacidae : no work having been written since the time of Vaillant 
which has attempted to bring together the scattered knowledge on 
this subject, though many interesting essays have been firom time to 
time put forth, embracing the history of one or more individual 
reigns. 
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Copies of both these works have been presented to the society — 
the former hy the Library Committee at Guildhall, the latter by 
the author. 



The Report was received, and ordered to be printed. 

The meeting then proceeded to ballot for the Officers and Council 
for the ensuing year. The election fell upon the following gentle- 
men: — 

President. 
Thb Lord Londbsborough, K.C.H., F.S.A. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Edward Hawkins, Esq., F.R.S., F.S.A., F.L.S. 

HoRACB Hatman Wilson, Esq., F.R.S., F.R.A.S., Boden Professor 

of Sanscrit, Oxford, 

Treasurer, 

John Brodribb Bbronb, Esq., F.S.A. 

Secretaries, 

W. S. W. Vaux, Esq., F.S.A., F.R.A.S. 
James Covb Jones, Esq., F.S.A. 

Foreign Secretary, 
John Yonob Akbrman, Esq., F.S.A. 

Librarian, 
John Williams, Esq. 

Members of the Council, 

Rbv. Thomas Fredbrick Dymock. 

John Evans, Esq. 

F. W. Fairholt, Esq., F.S.A. 

Edwin Guest, LL.D., Master of Caius College, Cambridge. 

W. D. Haggard, Esq., F.S.A., F.R.A.S. 
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John Lbb, Esq., LL.D., F.R.S., P.S.A., F.R.A.S. 

Jonathan Rabhlbzoh, Esq. 

Rev. J. B. Rbadb, M.A., F.R.S. 

W. H. RoLFB, Esq. 

W. D. Saull, Esq., P.SA. 

C. Roach Smith, Esq., F.S.A. 

Chablss Stokbs, Esq. 



The Society then a(\journed to Thursday, the 24th of November. 
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